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mo” CHAP, L 
| Matter prefatry in proſe of Biography,” 
es 1 Action the preference which may 
| be vulgarly given to the authority of tho- 


ſe Romance writers, who intitle their books: „The 
n kliſtory of England, the Hiſtory of France, o 
, * 5 A 1 
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„Spain, &c.“ it is moſt certain, that truth is to be 
found only in the works of thoſe who celebrate 
the lives of great men, and are commonly called 
biographers, as the others ſhould indeed be fermed 
topographers or chorographers; words, which 
might well mark the diſtinction between them; it 
being the buſineſs of the latter chiefly to deſcribe 
countries and cities, which, with the aſſiſtance of 
maps, they do pretty juſtly, and may be depended 
upon: but as to the actions and characters of men, 
their writings are not quite ſo authentic, of which 
there needs no other proof than theſe eternal con- 
tradictions occurring between two topographers 
who undertake the hiſtory of the fame country; 
for inſtance, between my Lord Clarendon and Mr. 
Whitlock, between Mr. Echard and Mr. Rapin, 
and many others; where, facts being ſer forth in a 
different light, every reader believes as he pleaſes; 
ahd indeed the more judicious and ſuſpicious very 
juſtly eſteem the whole as no other than a Romance, 
in which the writer hath indulged a happy and fer- 
tile invention, But though theſe widely differ in 
the narrative of fats, ſome” aſcribing victory to the 
one, and others to the other party: ſome repre- 
ſenting the ſame man as a rogue, while others give 
him a great and honeſt character; yer all agree in 
the ſcene where the fact is ſuppoſed to have hap- 
pened, and where the perſon, who is both ar 
and an honeſt man, lived. Now, with us biogra- 
_ the caſe is different; the fa& we deliver may 
relied on, though we often miſtake the age and 


country wherein they happened; for though it may 
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pe worth the examination of critics, whether the 
Thepherd Chryſo/tom, who, as Cervantes informs 
us, died for love of the fair Marcella, who hated 
him, was ever in Spain; will any one doubt but 
that ſuch a ſilly fellow hath: really exiſted? ls there 
in the, world ſuch a ſeptic as. roi diſbelieve the 
"madneſs of Cardenio, the perfidy of Ferdinand, 
the impe:tinent-curiofiry of Anſelmo, the weakneſs 
at Canlilla, the irreſolute friendſ hip of Lothario - 
though. as to the time and place where 
thoſe ſeveral perſons lived, that good hiſtorian 
may be deplorably deficient? But the moſt knowa 
inſtance of this kind is in the true hiſtory of Gil 
Blas, where the inimitable biographer, hath made a 
notorious blunder in the country of Dr. Sangrado, 
who uſed his patients as a vintner doth his wine» 
veſlels, by letting out their blood, and filling them 
up with water. Doth not every one, who is the 
leaſt verſed in phyſical hiſtory, know that Spain 
was, not the country in which this doctor lived? 
The ſame writer hath likewiſe erred in the country 
of his archbiſ hop, as well as that of thoſe great 
-perſonages whoſe! underſtandings were too ſublime 
to taſte any thing but tragedy, and in many others. 
The ſame miſtakes may likewiſe be obſerved in 
Scarron, the Arabian Nights, the Hiſtory of Ma- 
riaune, and Le Payſan Parvenu, and perhaps ſome 
few other writers of this claſs, whom I have not 
read, or do not at preſent recolle&; for ] would 
by no means be thought ro comprehend thoſe per- 
ſons of ſurpriſing genius, the authors of immenſe 
Romances, or the modern Novel and Atalantis wri- 
| A ij 
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ters: who, without any aſſiſtance from nature ot 
hiſtory, record perſons who never were, or will 
be, and facts which never did, nor poſſibly can 
happen; whoſe heroes are of their own creation, 
end their brains the chaos whence all their mate- 
rials are collected. Not that ſuch writers deſerve 
| no honour; ſo far otherwiſe; that perhaps they 
4 merit the higheſt : for what can be nobler than to 
be as an example of the wonderful: extend of hu- 
man genius! One may apply to them what Balzac 
"ſays of Ariftozle: That they are à ſecond! nature, 
(for they have no communication with the firſt :} 
by which authors of an inferior claſs,” vh⁴o cannot 
ſtand alone, are obliged to ſupport themſelves as 
with crutches. ' But theſe of whom I am now ſpea- 
king ſeem to be poſſeſſed of theſe ſtilts, which, the 
excellent Voltaire tells us, in his Letters, „carry 
the genius far off, but with an — — pace. 
Indeed far out of the fight of tlie 2% Tal 
Beyond the Realm of Chacs and old Night. F 
But, to return to the former. claſs, who are con- 
tented to copy nature, inſtead of forming 'originats 
from the confuſed heap of matter in their own 
brains; is not ſuck a book as that which records 
the atchievements of the renowned Don Onixord, 
more worthy the name of a hiſtory" than even Ma- 
Tianna's: for whereas the latter is confined to à 
particular period of time, and to a particular nation; 
the former is the hiſtory of the world in general, 
at leaſt that part which is poliſhed by laws, arts 
- and ſciences; and of that, from the time it was 
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firſt poliſhed, to this day; nay, and forwards; 28 
long as it ſ hall ſo remain 
I 1 ſhall now proceed to apply theſe qbſervarions 
to the work before us; for indeed 1 habe Ter them 
dowd principally to obviate, ſome conſtruftions 
which the good nature of mankind; who ate always 
forward to ſee their friends virtues recorded, Ma 
put to particular parts, I queſtion not but ſevera 
of my teaders will know the lawyer in the ſhge- 
coach, the moment they hear his voice,” It is Uke- 
wiſe odds, but the wit and the ptude meer with 
ſome of their acquaintance, as well as all the reſt of 
my characters. To prevent, therefore, 44 
malicious applications, 1 declare here, once for all, 
T deſeride not men, but manners; not an individu- 
al, but i ſpecies.” Perhaps it will be anſweted? Are 
not the character then taken from life? To which 
Janſwer in the affirmative; nay, I believe I might 
aver,” that I have writ little more than I have ſeen. 
The lawyer is not only alive, but hath been ſotheſe 
4000 years; and I hope God will indulge his liſe 
as many yer to come. He'hath not indeed conſi- 
ned himſelf to one profeſſion, one religion, or one 
country; but when the firſt mean ſelfifty-ereature 
appeared on the human ſtage, who made Self the 
centre of the whole creation, would give himſelf 
no pain, incur no danger, advance no money to 
aſſiſt or pteſerve his fellow creatures; then was our 
lawyer born; and whilſt ſuch a perſon, as I have de- 
ſeribed, exiſts on earth, ſo long ſhall he remain up- 
on it. It is therefore doing him little honour, te 
% D 5-1 „ form 
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imzy ne he endeavours to-mimic ſome littſs. obſerſy 
re fellow, becauſe he happens to reſe nble him in 
one particular feature or perhaps in his proſeſſion; 
W ereas his appearance in the world is calculate 
for much more general and noble purpoſes; not 
to expoſe one pityſul Weich to the ſmall and con- 
temptible circle of his acquaintance, but to hold the 
glals to thouſands in their cloſets, that they may 
contemplate their N and endeavour to te- 
duce it, and thus, b Y ſuffering private mortifica- 
non, may avojd public ſhame, This places the 
boundary 5 and diſtinguiſhes the fatiriſt 
from the libeller; for che former privately co 
the fault for the benefit of the perſon, le a pa · 
rent j the latter publicly expoſes the perſon himſelf, 
a5 an example io others, like an Cxecutioner, | 
There arel beſides little circumſtances to be 
cenfidbred: as the drapery. of a picture, which, tho 
Hfhion varies at different times, the reſemblance of 
the countenance is not by thoſe means diminiſhed. 
Thus, I believe, we may ventare to ſay, Mrs, Tows 
wwouſe is coeval with quri hwyer: and tho perhaps 
during the changes which ſo long an exiſtence 
muſt-have paſſed through, ſhe may in cher turn 
have ſtood behind the bar at an inn; I will not 
; e to affirm, ſhe hath likewiſe in the revolu- 
tion of ages ſat on a throne. In ſhort, where 
extreme turbulency of temper, avarice, and an in- 
ſenſibility of human miſery, with a degree of hy- 
pocriſy, have united in a female compoſition, Mrs, 
Tow -wornſe was that woman: and whete a good 
inclination, eclipſed by a poverty of ſpirit and un- 
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derſtanding, bath glimmered forth in a man; that 
man hath been no other than her ſneaking huſ band. 


I ſhall derain my reader no 2 than to give 
him one caution mote of an oppoſite kind: for as 
in moſt of our particular characters we mean not 
to laſh individuals, but all of the like ſort; ſo in 
our general deſcriptions, we mean not univerfals, 
but would be underſtood with many exceptions: 
for inſtance, in our deſcriptions of high people, we 
cannot be inteaded to include fuch as, whilſt they 
are an honour to their high rank, by a well guided 
condeſcenſion, make their ſuperiority as eaſy as 
oſſible to thoſe whom Fortune hath chiefly placed 
low them. Of this number I could name a Peer 
no leſs elevated by Nature than by Fortune, who, 
whilſt he wears the nobleſt enſigns of honour on 
his perſon, bears the trueſt ſtamp of dignity on his 
mind, adorned with greatneſs, enriched with know- 
ledge, and embellif hed with genius, I have ſeen 
this man relieve with generoſity, while he hath 
converſed with freedom, and be to the ſame per- 
ſon a patron and a companion. I could name, a. 
Commoner, raiſed higher above the multitude by 
ſuperior talents, than is in the power of his Prince 
to exalt him; whoſe behaviour to thoſe he hath 
obliged is more amiable than the obligation itſel 
and who is ſo great a maſter of affability, that if he 
could diveſt himſelf of an inherent greatneſs in his 
manner, would often make the loweſt of his ac- 
quaintance forget who was the maſter of that pa» 
lace in which they are ſo courteouſly entertained. 
Theſe are pictures which muſt be, I believe, known: 
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I declare they are taken from the life, and not. in« 
tented to exceed it. By thoſe high people, therefore, 
whom I have deſcribed, I mean a ſet of wreiches, 
who, while they are a diſgrace to their anceſtors, 
whoſe honours and fortunes they inherit, (or per- 
haps a greater to their mother, for ſuch a degenera- 
cy is ſcarce. credible), have the inſolence to treat 
thoſe with diſregard, who are at leaſt equal to the 
founders of their own ſplendor. It is, 1 fancy, im- 
poſſible to conceive a ſpectacle more worthy of 
our indignation, than that of a fellow who is not 
only a blot in the eſcutcheon of a great family, 
but a ſcandal to the human ſpecies, maintaining a 
ſupercilious behaviour to men, who are an ho- 
nour to their nature, and a diſgrace to their for- 
tune, | | 
And now, reader, taking theſe hints along with 
you, you may, if you pleaſe, proceed to the ſequel 
of this our true hiſtory, 


CHAP. II. 
A night-ſcene, wherein ſeveral wonderful 


Adventures befel Adams and his fellou- 
travellers. . 


Je was ſo late when our travellers left the inn ot 
ale-houſe, (for it might be called either), that they 
had not travelled many miles, before night over- 
took them, or met them, which you pleaſe, I he 
reader muſt excuſe me, it I am not particular as 9 
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5 the way they took; ſor as we are now drawing 


near the ſeat of the Boobies, and as that is a tick- 
liſh name, which malicious perſons may apply ac- 


| cording. to their evil inclinations, to ſeveral wor- 


T ſiſtance to any ſuch malicious purpoſes, , 


thy country Squires, a race of men whom we 
look upon as entirely inoffenſive and for whom 


we have an adequate regard, we ſhall lend no af- 


Darkneſs had now overſpread the hemiſphere, 


when Fanny whiſpered Foſeph, that ſhe begged 
© ro reſt herſelf a little; for that ſhe was ſo tired, 
© ſhe could walk no farther. Foſeph immediately 
7 prevailed with Parſon Adams, who was as briſk 


> as a bee, to ſtop, He had no ſooner ſeated him- 


* 
FB 


ſelt, than he lamented the loſs of his dear Aſchy- 


Ius; but was a little comforted when _— 


that if he had it in his poſſeſſion, he could n 
+ ſee to read. 


The ſky was fo clouded, that not a ſtar aps 


peared, It was, indeed, according to Milton, 
darkneſs viſible. This was a circumſtance, how- 
ever, very favourable to Foſeph; for Fauny, not 


ſuſpicious of being overleen by Adams, gave a 
looſe to her paſſion, which ſhe had never done 


= before; and reclining her head on his boſom, 
= threw her arm careleſsly round him, and ſuffered 
him to lay his cheek cloſe to ber's, All this infu- 
ſed ſuch happineſs into Foſeph, that he would not 
h have changed his turf for the fineſt down in the 
3 fineſt palace in the univerſe, | 


Vor. II. 63 
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Adams fat at ſome diſtance from the lovers, 
and being unwilling to diſturb them, applied him- 
ſelf to meditation; in which he had not ſpent 
much time, before he diſcovered a light at ſome 
diſtance, that ſeemed approaching towards him. 


He immediately hailed it; but, to his forrow and a 
ſurpriſe, it ſtopped for a moment, and then diſap- 


peared. He then called to Joſeph, aſking him, 1 
it he had not ſeen the light. Joſeph anſwered: He ® 
had. „And did you not mark how it vaniſhed?. % 


„returned he, tho* I am not afraid of ghoſts, I 
do not abſolutely diſbelieve them.“ as 


He then entered into a meditation on thoſe 
unſubſtantial beings; which was ſoon interrupted 
by ſeveral voices, which he thought almoſt at his 
eJbow, though, in fact, they were not ſo extre- 
mely near: however, he could diſtinaly hear them 

ree on the murder of any one they met. And 
a little after heard one of them ſay, he had killed 
a dozen ſince that day fornight, - . 


Adams now fell on his knees, and committed 1 


himſelf to the care of Providence; and poor Fau- 
ny, who likewiſe heard thoſe terrible words, em- 


braced Foſeph ſo cloſely, that had not he, whoſe 1 


ears were alſo open, been apprehenſive on her 


account, he would have thought no danger which 
threatened only himſelf, too dear a price for ſuch 
embraces, | 4 
Joſeph now drew forth his penknife, and 
Adams * finiſhed his ejaculations, graſped 
his crabſtick, his only weapon, and coming up to 
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IS, Joſepb, would have had him quit Fauny, and pla- 
Te her in the rear; but his advice was fruitleſs, 
be cluog cloſer to him, not at all regarding the 
Z preſence of Adam, and, in a ſoothing voice de- 
1 laced, The would die in his arms, Foſeph claſ- 
ing her with inexpreſſible eagerneſs, whiſpered 
her, that he preferred death in he's to life out 
Tot them. Adams brandiſhing his crabſfick, ſaid, 
he deſpiſed death as much as any man, and then 
| F epeated aloud: 1 7 . * 1 4 
E hic, eſt animus lucis contemptor & illum, 
Lui vita bene credat emi quo tendis, honorem. 
3 son this the voices cęaſed for à moment, 
ed fand then one of them called ont: „Du you, 


B 
| : 


uw who is there?” To which Adams was prudent 
. enough to make no reply; and of 2 dden he 


obſerved half a dozen lights, which emed to f- 
ned e elllat once ſtom the ground, and advnce briſk- 
iy towards him, This he immediately concluded 
do be an apparition, and now beginning 1b con- 
ted ceive, that the voices were of the fame kind, he 
an- © called out: „in- the name of the Lord, what 
em- „would'ſt thou have?” He had no ſooner ſpoke, 
ſe than he heard one of the voices cry out: „D—n 
her „them, bere they come; and ſoon after heard fe« 
ich veral hearty blows, as if a number of men had 
uch been engaged at quartet-ſtaff,, He was juſt advan- 
2 cing, towards the place of combat, when Joſeph 
and batching him by the ſkirts, begged him that they 
ped | might rake the opportunity of the dark to convey 
to Way. Founy. fram the 9 


"IE 


Se 
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her. He preſently complied, and Feſeph- lifting 
up Fanny, they all three made the beſt of their 
way; and without looking behind them, or being 
overtaken, they had travelled full two miles, poor 
Fanny not once complaining of being tired, whe 
they faw far off ſeveral lights ſcattered at a final 
diſtance from each other, and at the ſame time 
found themſelves on the deſcent of a very ſteep 
hill. Adams's foot ſlipping, he inſtantly diſappea · 
red, which greatly frighted both Feſeph and Fan- 
ny; indeed, if the light had permitted them to 
ſee it, they would ſcarce have refrained Jaughing 
to ſee the parſon rolling down the hill, which he 
did from top to bottom, without, receiving an 
harm. He then hallowed as loud as he coul 
to inform them of his ſafety, and to relieve them 
from the fears which they hag conceived for him, 
Foſeph and Fauny halted ſome time, conſidering 
what to do; at laſt they advanced a few paces, 
where the declivity ſeemed leſt ſteep; and then 
Joſeph. taking his Fanny in his arms. walked 
rmly down the hill, without making a falſe ſtep, 
and at length landed her at, the, bottom, where 
Adams ſoon came to them. 
Learn hence, my fair eountrywomen, to con- 
ſider your own weakneſs, and the many occaſions 
on which the ſtrength of a man may be uſeful to 
you; and duly weighing this, take care that you 
match not yourſelves with the ſpindle-fhanked 
beaus and perir-maitres of the age, who, inſtead of 
being able, like Foſeph Andrews, to catry you in 
luſty arms through the rugged ways and downhill 
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ſteps of life, will rather want to ſupport their 


feeble limbs with your ſtrength and aſſiſtance. 


* Our travellers now moved forwards, where the 


neareſt light preſented itſelf, and having eroſſed a 

common field, they came to a meadow, where 

they ſeemed to beat a very little diſtance from the 
4 light, when, to their grief, they arrived at the 
banks of a river. Adams here made a full ſtop, 
and declared he could ſwim, but doubted how it 
was poſlible to get Fanny over; to which Foſeph 
anſwered, if they walked along its banks, they 
might be certain of ſoon finding a bridge, eſpe- 
cially as, by the number of lights, they might be 
aſſured a pariſh was near. „Odſo, that's true in- 
„deed, faid Adams, I did not think of that.” Ac» 
cordingly Foſeph's advice being taken, they paſ- 
ſed over two meadows, and came to a little or- 
: Chard, which led them to a houſe, Fanny beg- 
> ged of Joſeph to knock at the door, aſſuring him 
> ſhe was ſo weary, that ſhe could hardly ſtand on 
her feet, Adams, who was foremoſt, performed 
this ceremony, and the door being immediately , 


* 


. 


J opened, a plain kind of man appeared at it. Adams 
2 acquainted him, that they had a young woman 
with them, who was fo tired with her yourney, 


that he ſhould be much obliged to him, if he 
would ſuffer her to come in and reſt herſelf, The 
man, who ſaw Fanny by the light of the candle 
which he held in his hand, perceiving her inno- 
cent and modeſt look, and having no apprehen- 
ſions from the civil Sts" Adams, preſents 
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ly anſwered, that the young woman was very 
welcome to reſt herſelf in his houſe, and fo were 
her company, He then uſhered them into a 
very decent room, where his wife was ſitting at a 
table; ſhe immediately rofe up, and aſſiſted them 
in ſetting forth chairs, and deſired them to fir 
down, which they had no fooner done, than the 
man of the houte aſked them, if they would ha- 
ve any thing to refreſh themſelves with? Adams 
thanked him, and anſwered, he would be obli- 
ed to him for a cup of his ale, which was like- 
wiſe choſen by Foſeph and Fanny. Whilſt he 
was gone to fill a very large jug with this liquor, 
his wife told Fanny ſhe ſeemed greatly fatigued, 
and defired her ro take ſomething ftronger than 
ale; but ſhe refuſed, with many thanks, ſaying: 
it was true ſhe was very much tired, but a little 
reſt, ſhe hoped, would reſtore her, As foon as 
the company were all ſeated, Mr. Adams, who 
had filled himſelf with the ale and, by public per- 
miſſion, had lighted his pipe, turned to the ma- 
ſter of the houſe, aſking him, if evil ſpirits did 
not uſe to walk in that neighbourhood? To 
which, receiving no anſwer, he began to inform 
him of the adventure which they had met with 


on the Downs; nor had he proceeded far in his 


ſtory, when ſomebody knocked very hard at the 
door, The company exprefſed ſome amazement, 
and Fanny and the good woman turned pale; 
her huſband went forth, and whilſt he was ab- 
ſent, which was ſome time, they all remained ſi- 
lent, looking at one another, and heard feveral 
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voices diſcourſing pretty loudly. Adams was fully 
e perſuaded that ſpirits were abroad, and began to 
a _ meditateſome exorciſms: Foſeph was a little incli- 
a ned to the ſame opinion; Fanny was ſome more 
m afraid of men; and the good woman herſelf be- 
ſit gan to ſuſpect her gueſts, and imagined thoſe with- 
10 = were rogues belonging to their gang. At 


length the maſter of the houſe returned, and laug- 
hing, told Adams he had difcovered his appari- 
li- tion; that the murderers were ſheep-ſtealers, and 
e- the twelve perſons murdered, were no other 
1 than twelve ſheep, Adding that the ſhepherds 
i had got the better of them, had ſecured two, and 
d, were proceeding with them to a juſtice of peace. 
an N This account greatly relieved the fears of the who- 
g: le company; but Adams muttered to himſelf, he 
le was convinced of the truth of apparitions for all 
as that. | : 
2 They now fat cheerfully round the fice, till 
the maſter of the houſe, having ſurveyed his 
7 > gueſts, and conceiving that the caſſock, which 
having fallen down appeared under Adams's great 
coat, and the ſhabby livery on Foſeph Andrews, 


m did not well ſuit with the familiarity between them, 
th began to entertain fome ſuſpicions not much to 
ar = their advantage: addreſſing himſelf therefore to 

Adams, he ſaid: He perceived he was a Clergyman 
4 = by his dreſs, and ſuppoſed that honeſt man was 
©5 his footman. „Sir, anſwered Adams, I am a Cler- 


c s »gyman at your ſervice; but, as to that young 
41 uyman, whom you have rightly termed honeſt, he 
| 1 br. Ra genes | 
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„is at preſent in no body's ſervice; he never lived 
„in any other family than that of 2 Booby, 
„from whence he was diſcharged, I aſſure you, * 


„for no crime.” Joſeph ſaid, he did not wonder 
„the gentleman was ſurpriſed to ſee one of Mr. 
»Adams character condeſcend to fo much good- 
neſs with a poor man. „Child, faid Adams, I 
»{hould be aſhamed of my cloth, if I thought a 
„poor man, who is honeſt, below my notice or 
„my familiarity, I know not how thoſe who 
„think otherwiſe, can profeſs themſelves tollowers 
„and ſervants of him who made no diſtinQtion, 
»unleſs, peradventure, by preferring the poor to 
„the rich,” „Sir, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to 
„the gentleman, theſe two poor young people are 
„my pariſhioners, and I look on them and love 
„them as my children, There is ſomething ſin- 
»gular enough in their hiſtory, but I have not 
„now time to recount it.” The maſter of the 
»bouſe. notwithſtanding the ſimplicity which dis- 
covered itſelf in Adams, knew too much of the 


world to give a haſty belief to proteſſions. He 1 


was not yet quite certain that Adams had any 
more of the Clergyman in him than his caſſock. 


To try him therefore further, he aſked him, „if 


+. g 
222 1 
* 
# 
* 
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„Mr. Pope had lately publiſhed any new thing? 
Adams anſwered: , he had heard great commen- 


»dations of that poet, but that he had never read, 4 
„nor knew any of his works,” „tio! ho!“ ſays 


the gentleman to himſelf, , have I caught you?” 
„What ſaid he, have you never ſeen his Homer?“ 


Adams anſwered; „He had never read any tranſla - | 
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> ,,tion of the claſſiks.“ „Why, truly, replied the 
= ,,gentleman, there is a dignity in the Greek lan- 
„guage, which I think no modern tongue can 
reach.“ „Do you underſtand Greek, Sir?“ faid 
Adams haſtily. „A little, Sir,” anſwered the gent- 


Jeman. „Do you know, Sir, (cried Adams,) he- 
„re [ can buy an Aſhylus? an unlucky misfor- 
„tune lately happened to mine,” AEſchylus was 
beyond the gentleman, though he knew him ve 
well by name; he, therefore, returning back to 
Homer, aſked Adams, what part of the Iliad he 
+ thought moſt excellent? Adams returned, his 
* queſtion would be properer, what kind of beauty 
was the chief in poetry; for that Homer was 
© equally excellent in them all, 


„And indeed, (continued he), what Cicero ſays 
„of a complete orator, may well be applied to a 
„great poet: He ought to comprehend all per- 
»fetions, Homer did this in the moſt excellent 
„degree; it is not without reaſon, therefore, that 
the philoſopher, in the 22d chapter of his poetics, 
„mentions hit by no other appellation than that of. 
„he Poet. He was the father of the drama, as 
well as the epic: not of tragedy only, but of co- 
> ,medy alſo: for his Margires, which is deplorably 
= ,loſt, bore, ſays Ari/torle, the ſame analogy to co- 
= ,medy, as his Odyſſey and Iliad to tragedy, To 
= him, therefore, we owe Ari/tophanes, as well as 
V Euripides, Sophocles, and my poor /Eſchylus. 
„But if you pleaſe, we will confine ourſelves (at 


* leaſt for the preſent) to the Iliad, his nobleſt 
3 | | B v 
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„work; though neither Ariſtotle, nor Horace give 
„it the preference, as I remember, to the Odyſſey. 
„Firſt, then, as to his ſubject, can any thing be 
„more ſimple, and, at the ſame time, more noble? 
„Ile is rightly praiſed by the firſt of thoſe judicious 
„critics, for not chuſing the whole war, which, 
„though he ſays it hath a complete beginning and 
„end, would have been too great for the under- 
ſtanding to comprehend at one view, I have 
„therefore often wondered why ſo correQt a wris 
„ter as Horace ſhould, in his epiſtle to Lollius, 
„call him the Trejani belli ſcriprorem, Secondly, 
„his action, termed by Ariſtotle: Pragmaton Syſta- 
115; is it poſſible for the mind of man to conceive 
„an idea of ſuch perfect unity, and at the fame 
„time ſo replete with greatneſs? And here I muſt 
obſerve, what I do not remember to have ſeen 
„noted by any, the Harmotton, that agreement of 
„his action to his ſubject; for as the ſubjeCt is an- 
„ger, how agreeable is his action, which is war? 
„from which every incident ariſes, and to which 
„every epiſode immediately relates. Thirdly, his 
„manners, which Ariſtotle places ſecond in his de- 
„ſcription of the ſeveral parts of tragedy, and 
„which he ſays are included in the action; I am 
„at a loſs whether I ſhould rather admire the ex- 
„actneſs of his judgment in the nice diſtinQion, 
„or the immenſity of his imagination in their va- 
„tiety. For, as to the former of theſe, how ac- 
„curately is the ſedate, injured reſentment of Achil- 
„les diſtinguiſ hed from the hot inſulting paſſion of 
»Agamemnon? How widely doth the brutal cou- 


JOSEPH ANDREWS. 19 


rage of Ajax differ from the amiable bravery of 
„Diomedes; and the wiſdom of Neffor , which is 
„the reſult of long teflection and experience, from 
„the cunning of Ulyſſes, the effect of art and ſub- 
»iilty only? If we conſider their variety, we may 
„ery out with Ariſtotle, in his 24th chapter, that 
„no part of this divine poem is deſtitute of man- 
„ners. Indeed I might affirm, that there is ſcarce 
„a character in human nature untouched in ſome 
„part or other. And as there is no paſſion which, 
„he is not able to deſcribe, ſo is there none in his 
„reader which he cannot raiſe, If he hath any 
»{uperior excellence to the reſt, I have been incli- 
„ned to fancy it in the pathetic. I am ſure I ne- 
„ver read with dry eyes the two epiſodes, where 
„Andromache is introduced, in the former, lamen- 
„ting the danger, and in the latter, the death of 
»Hetor. The images are ſo extremely tender, 
„in theſe, that I am convinced, the poet had the 
,worthieſt and beſt heart imaginable, Nor can I 
„help obſerving how Sophocles falls ſhort of the 
»beauties of the original, in that imitation of the 
„diſſuaſive ſpeech of Andromache, which be hath - 
„put in the mouth of Tecmeſſa; and yer Sophocles 
„was the greateſt genius who ever wrote tragedy, 
„nor have any of his ſucceſſors in that art, that 
vis to ſay, neither Euripides, nor Seneca the tra- 
edian , been able to come near him. As to 
„his ſentiments and dition, I need ſay nothing; 
„the former are particularly remarkable for the 
vutmoſt perfection on that head, namely, pro- 


„priety; and as to the latter, Ariſtotle, whom 
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„doubtleſs you have read over and over, is very 
diffuſe. I ſhall mention but one thing more, 
„Which that great critic, in his diviſion of trage - 
„dy, calls Opſis, or the ſcenery, and which is as 
„proper to the epic as to the drama, · with this dif- 
erence, that in the former it falls to the ſhare of 
„the poet, and in the latter to that of the painter. 
„But did ever painter imagine a ſcene like that in 
„the 13th and 14th Iliads? where the reader 
„ ſees at one view the proſpe& of Troy, with the 
„army drawn up before it; the Grecian army, 
„camp, and fleet; Jupiter fitting on Mount Ida, 
„with his head wrapt in a cloud, and a thunderbolt 
„in his hand, looking towards Thrace; Neptune 
„driving through the fea, which divides on each 
.,fide to permit his paſſage, and then ſeating him- 
„ſelf on Mount Samos; the heavens opened, and 
„the deities all ſeated on their thrones, This is 
„ſublime! this is poetry!” Adams then rapt out 
4 hundred Greek verſes, and with ſuch a voice, 
emphaſis, and action, that he almoſt frighten'd the 
women; and as for the gentleman, he was ſo far 
from entertaining any farther ſuſpicion of Adams, 
that he now doubted whether he had not a biſhop 
in his houſe. He ran into the moſt extravagant 
encomiums on his learning; and the goodneſs of 
his heart began to dilate to all the ſtrangers. He 
faid, he had great compaſſion for the poor young 
woman, who looked pale and faint with her jour- 
ney; and in truth he conceived a much higher 
opinion of her quality than it deſerved. He ſaid, 
he was ſorry he could not accommodate them all: 
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but, if they were contented with his fire-ſidg, he 
would fit up with the men; and the young woman 
might, if ſhe pleaſed, partake his wife's bed, which 
he adyiſed her to; for that they muſt walk upwards 
of a mile to any houſe of entertainment, and that 
t very good neither, Adams, who liked his ſeat 
his al his tobacco, and his company, perſuad 
Fanny to accept this kind propoſal, in which ſoli- 
citation he was ſeconded by Foſeph. Nor was ſha 
very difficultly prevailed on; for ſhe had ſlept litt- 
le the laſt night, and not, at all the preceding; ſo 
that loye itſelf was ſcarce able to keep her eyes open 
any longer. I he offer being therefore kindly ac- 
cepted, the good woman produced every thing 
eatable in her, houſe ou the table, and the gueſts 
being heartily invited, as heartily regaled themſel- 
yes, ; eſpecially, Parſon Adams. As to the other 
two, they were examples of the truth of that phy» 
ſical obſervation, that love, like other ſweet things, 
is no whetter of the ſtomach. 1 2; 
Supper was no ſooner ended, than Fanny, at 
— own requeſt, "retired, and the good woman 
Tre her company, The man of the houſe, Adams, 
and Foſeph, who would modeſtly have withdrawn; 
had not the gentleman; inſiſted on the contrary, 
drew” round the fire-ſide, where Adams (to uſe 
his own words) repleniſhed his pipe, and thegent- 
leman produced a horde of excellent beer, being 
the beſt liquor in his houſe. a 
The modeſt behaviour of Foſeph, with the 
cefulneſs of his perſon, the character which Adams 
gave of him, and the friendſhip he ſeemed to en- 
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tertain for him, began to work on the gentleman's 
affections, and raifed in him a curioſity to know 
the ſingularity which Adams had mentioned in his 
hiſtory, This curiofiry Adams was no ſooner in- 
formed of, than, with F+ſeph's conſent, he agreed to 
tify it, and accordingly related all he knew, with 
as much tenderneſs as was poſſible for the charact 
of Lady Booby ; and concluded with the long, faith- 
ful, and mutual paſſion between him and Fanny, 
not concealing the meanneſs of her birth and educa» 
tion. Theſe latter circumſtances entirely cured 
jealouſy which had lately riſen in the gentleman's 
mind, that Fauny was the daughter of ſome perſon 
of faſhion, and that Foſeph had run away with her, 
and Adams was concerned in the plat, He was now 
enamoured of his gueſts, drank their healths with 
great cheerfulneſs, and returned many thanks to 
Adams, who had ſpent much breath; for he way 
a circumſtantial teller of a ſtory, um. 


an 
Adams told him; it was now in his power to re- 
turn that favour; for his extraordinary goodneſs, 


as well as that fund of literature he was maſter. of, 


which he did not expect to find under ſuch a roof, 


*) The author hath by ſome been repreſented to have mas 
de a blunder here: for Adams had indeed ſhewn- ſoma 
learning, (ſay tbey,) perhaps all the author had; but the 
gentleman hath ſhewn none, unleſs his approbation of 
Fr Adams be Tach: but ſurely it would be prepoſterous 
in him to call it ſo, I have, however, notwithſanding: 
this criticiſm, .which I am told came from the mouth 

of 2 great orator in a publie coffee- houſe, left this blun- 
der as it ſtood in the firſt edition, I will not have the 


ragity to apply to any thing in this work, the obſerva», 
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had raiſed in him more curiofity than he had ever 
known. Therefore, ſaid he, if it be not too trouble» 
ſome,” Sir, your hiſtory, if you pleaſgQ. 
I he gentleman anſwered, he could not refuſe 
him what he had ſo much right to inſiſt on; and 
after ſome of the common apologies, which are the 
uſual preface to a ſtory, he thus began: 


eden 
a! aq 1 Nenn i. 
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In whack the gentleman. relates t be Hg 
of tus life. gin — 


Sir, I am deſcended of a good family, and was 
born a gentleman, My education was liberal, and 
at a public ſchool, in which I proceeded ſo far as 
to become maſter of the Latin, and to be tolerably 
verſed in the Greek language. My father died 
when I was ſixteen, and:left me maſter of myſelf, 
He bequeathed me a moderate fortune, which he 
intended I ſhould not receive, till I attained the age 


of twenty-five; for he conſtantly afferted, that was 


full early enough to give up any man entirely to 
the guidance of his own diſcretion, However, as 
this intention was fo obſcurely worded in his will, . 


tions which M. Dacier makes in her preface to her 
Ariflophanes: „Je tiens pour une maxime conſlante, 
u'une beaute mediocre plait plus generalement qu'une 

| beauts ſans defaut”** Mr. Congreve hath made ſuch 
another blunder in his Love for Love, where Tattis 
tells Miſs Prue, ſhe would admire him as much for 


the beauty he commends in het, as if he himſelf W 'r 


poſſeſſed of it. 
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thatthe laywers adviſed me to conteſt the point with 
my truſtees; I own I paid ſo little regard to the 
inclinations of my dead father, which were ſuffi - 
ciently certain to me, that I followed their advice, 


and ſoon ſucceeded; for the truſtees did not con» 


reſt the matter very obſtinately on their ſide. „ Sit, 
(faid Adams,) may I crave the favour of your na- 
me?” The gentleman anſwered, ' his name was 
Wilſon, and then proceeded. 


I ſtay'd a very little while at ſchool after his 


death; for being a forward youth, I was extreme 
| impatient to be in the world; for which I thoug 
my parts, knowledge, and manhood thoroughly 
qualified me. And to this early introduction into 
life, without a guide, I impure all my future mis- 
fortunes; for beſides the obvious miſchiefs which 
attend this, there is one which hath not been ſo ge- 
nerally obſerved. The firſt impreſſion which man- 
kind receives of you will be very difficult to eradi- 
cate. How unhappy, therefore, muſt it be to fix 

our character in life, before you can poſſibly know 
its value, or weigh the conſequences of thoſe actions 


which are to eſtabliſh your future reputation? — 
A little under ſeventeen I left my ſchool, and 


went to London, with no more than fix pounds 
my pocket. A great ſum as I then conceived, and 


which I was afterwards ſurpriſed to find ſo ſoon 
conſumed. | | 

The character I was ambitious of attaining was 
that of a fine gentleman, the firſt requiſites to which 
TI apprehended were to be ſupplied by a taylor, a 
Perriwig- 
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perriwig-maker and ſome few more tradeſmen, who 
deal in turniſhing out the human body, Notwithe 
ſtanding the lowneſs of my purſe, I found credit 


with them more 2 expected, and was ſoon 


equipped to my wiſ h. This, I own, then agreeably 
ſurpriſed me; but I have ſince learned, that ir is a 
maxim among many tradeſmen at the polite end of 
the town, to deal as largely as they can, reckon as 
high as they can, and arreſt as ſoon as they can. 


The next qualifications, namely dancing, ſen- 
cing, riding the great horſe, and muſic, came into 
my head: but as they required expence and time, 
I comforted myſelf, with regard to dancing, that [ 
had learned a little in my youth, and could walk a 
minuet . enough; as to ſencing. I thought 
my good humour would preſerve me ſrom the dan- 
ger of a quarrel; as to the horſe, I hoped it would 
not be thought of; and for muſic, I imagined I 
could eaſily acquire the reputation of it; for I had 
heard ſome of my ſchool-fellows pretend to knows 
ledge in operas, without being able to ſing or play 
on the fiddle, 


' Knowledge of the town ſeemed another ingre- 
dient; this I thought I ſhould arrive at by frequen- 
ting public places. Accordingly I paid conſtant at- 
tendance to them all; by which means I was ſoon 
maſter of the faſhionable phraſes, learned to cry 
up the faſhionable diverſions, and knew the na · 
mes and faces of the moſt faſhionable men and 
women. 
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Nothing now ſeemed to remain but an intrigue, 
which I was reſolved to have immediately: | mean 
the reputation of it; and indeed I was fo ſucceſsful, 
that in a very ſhort time I had half a dozen with 
the fineſt women in town, | 


At theſe words Adams fetched a deep groan, 
and then, bleſſing himſelf, cried out, „Good Lord! 
„what wicked times are theſe?” 


Not ſo wicked as you imagine, continued the 
gentleman ; for I aſſure you, they were all veſtal 
virgins for any thing which I knew to the contrary. 
The reputation of intriguing with them was all I 
ſought, and was what I arrived at: and perhaps I 
only flattered myſelf even in that: for very proba» 
bly the perſons to whom I ſhewed their billets, 
knew as well as I that they were counterfeits, and 
that I had written them to myſelt. 


„Write letters to yourſelf!” faid Adams, ſta- 
ting. 

O Sir, anſwered the gentleman, ir is the very 
error of the times. Half our modern plays have 
one of theſe characters in them. It is incredible 
the pains I have taken, and the abſurd methods I 
employed to traduce the charaer of women of 
diſtinction. When another had ſpoken in raptures 
of any one, I have anſwered, ,D—n her, ſhe! 
„We {hall have her at H—d's very ſoon.” When 
he hath replied: He thought her virtuos, I have 
anſwered, ,,Ay, thou wilt always think a woman 
»virtuous, till ſhe is in the ſtreets; but you and I, 
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„Jack or Tom, (turning to another in company,) 
„know better! At which I have drawn a paper 
„out of my pocket, perhaps a tailor's bill, and 
kiſſed it, crying, at the ſame time: „By gad I was 
once fond of her.“ 


„Proceed, if you pleaſe, but do not ſwear any 
„more, ſaid Adams. 


Sir, ſaid the gentleman, I aſk your pardon, 
Well, Sir, in this courſe of life | continued full 
three years, — ,, What courſe of life? anſwered 
„Adams I do not remember you have mentioned 
„any. — Your remark is juſt, ſaid the gentle- 
man, ſmiling, I ſhould rather have ſaid, in this 
courſe of doing nothing, I remember, ſome time 
afterwards, I wrote the journal of one day, which 
would ſerve, I believe, as well for any other, du- 
ring the whole time, I wilF endeavour to repeat 
it to you. 


In the morning l aroſe, took my great ſtick, and 
walked out in my green frock, with my hair in pa- 
pers, (a groan from Adams,) and fauntered about 
till ten. 


Went to the auction; told Lady — ſhe had a 
dirty ſace; laughed heartily at ſomething Captain 
— ſaid, I can't remember what; for I did not 
very well hear it; whiſpered Lord —; bowed 
to the Duke of —; and was going to bid for a 
ſnuff- box; but did not, for fear 1 ſhould have 
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From 2 to 4, dreſſed myſelf. A groan, 
4 to 6, dined. A groan, 
6 to 8, Coffee-houſe. 
8 to 9, Drury-Lane Playhouſe. 
9 to Io, Lincoln's-Inn Fields. 
10 to 12, Drawing - room. 
| A great groan. 

At all which places nothing happened worth 
remark, At which Adam, faid, with ſome vehe- 
mence: „Sir, this is below the life of an animal, 
„hardly above vegetation; and I am ſurpriſed what 
„could lead a man of your ſenſe into it.” What 
leads us into more follies than you imagine, Doctor, 
anſwered the gentleman, vanity: for as contempti- 
ble a creature as I was, and I aſſure you, yourſelf 
cannot have more contempt for ſuch a wre:chthan 
F now have, I then admired myſelf, and ſhould 
have deſpiſed a perſon of your preſent appearance 
(you will pardon me,) with all your learning, and 
thoſe excellent qualities which I have remarked in 
you. Adams bowed, and begged him to proceed, 
Aſter I had continued two years in this courſe of 
life, ſaid the gentleman, an accident happened which 
obliged me to change the ſcene, As I was one day 
at St. Jame's coffeehouſe, making very free with the 
character of a g lady of quality, an officer of 
the guards, who was preſent, thought proper to 
give me the lie, I anſwered, I might poſlibly be 
miſtaken ; but I intended to tell no more than the 
truth. To which he made no reply, but a ſcorn» 
ful ſneer. After this, | obſerved a ſtrange coldneſs 
in all my acquaintance; none of them ſpoke to me 


„ r * me 


hee. 
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firſt, and very 


few returned me even the civility of 


a bow. The company I uſed to dine with left me 


out, and, within a week, I found myſelf in as 
much ſolitude at St. James's, as if I had been in a 
deſert. An honeſt elderly man, with a greath hat 
and long ſword, ar laſt told me, he had a compuſ- 
fion for my youth, and therefore adviſed me to 
Thew the world I was not ſuch a raſcal as they 
thought me to be. I did not at firſt underſtand him; 
but he explained himfelf, and ending with telling 
me, if I would write a challenge to the captain, he 
would, out of pure charity, go to him with it. „A 
very charitable perfon truly! cried Adams. 1 
deſired till the next day, continued the gentleman, 
to conſider on it; and, retiring to my lodgings, I 
weighed the conſequences on both fides as fairly as 
I could, On the one, 1 faw the tifk of this alterna- 
tive, either loſing my own life, or having on my 
hands the blood of a man with whom 1 was not in 
the leaſt angry. I foon determined, that the good 
which appeared on the other, was not worth this 
harard. | therefore tefolved to quit rhe ſcene, and 
reſently retired to the Temple, where I took cham- 
rs. Here ] ſbon got a freſh ſet of acquaintance, 
who knew nothing of what had happened to me. 
Indeed they were not greatly —— approbationz 
for the beaus of the Temple are only | 64 ſhadows 
of the others. They are the affectation of affecta - 
tion, The vaniry of theſe is ſtill more ridiculous, 
if poſſible, than of the others, Here I mer with 
ſmart fellows, who dranł — Lords they did not 
48 j 1. 
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know, and intrigued with women they never ſaw. 
Covent-Garden was now the fartheſt ſtretch of my 
ambition, where I ſhone forth in the balconies at 
the playhouſes, viſited whores, made love to orange- 
wenches, and damned plays. This career was ſoon 
put a ſtop to by my ſurgeon, who convinced me of 
the neceſſity of confining myſelf to my room for a 
month. At the end of which, having had leiſure 
to reſledt, I reſolved to quit all further converſation 
with beaus and ſmarts of every kind, and to avoid, 
if poſſible, any occaſion of returning to this place 
of confinement. „I think, (ſaid Adams) the ad- 
„vice of a month's retirement and reflection was 
„very proper; but I ſhould rather have expected 
vit from a divine than a ſurgeon. The gentleman 
ſmiled at Adams's ſimplicity, and without explaĩ - 
ning himſelf farther on ſuch an odious ſubjeQ, went 
on thus: I was, no ſooner perfectly reſtored to 
health, than I found my paſſion for women, which 
I was afraid to ſatisfy as ] had done, made me very 
uneaſy; I determined therefore to keep a miſtreſs,,- 
Nor was L long before I fixed my choice on a 
young woman, who had before been kept, by two 
2 and to whom I was recommend 
a celebrated bawd, I took her home to my 
chambers, and made her a ſettlement during coha- 
bitation. This would perhaps have been very ill 
paid; however, ſhe dit not ſuffer me to be per- 
plexed on that account; for before quarter - day, 
I found her at my chambers, in too familiar con- 
verſation with a. young ſellow who was dreſſed 
like an officer, but was indeed a city-apprentice. 
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Inflead of excuſing her inconſtancy, ſhe rapped 
out half a dozen of oaths, and, ſnapping her fin- 
gets at me, ſwore ſhe ſcorned to confine herſelf 
to the beſt man in England. Upon this we par- 
ted and the ſame bawd preſently provided her 
another keeper. I was not ſo much concerned at 
our ſeparation, as I found, within a day or two, 
I had reaſon to be for our meeting: for I was 
obliged to pay a ſecond viſit to my ſurgeon. I 
was now forced to do penance, for ſome weeks, 
during which time I contratted an acquaintance 
with a beautiful young girl, the daughter of a gent- 
leman who, after having been forty years in the 
Army, and in all the campaigns under the Duke 
of Marlborough, died a lieutenant, on half - pay; 


and had left a widow / with this only child, in very 


diſtreſſed circumſtances: they had only a ſmall 
penſion from the government, with what little 
the daughter could add to it by her, work; for ſhe 
had great excellence at her needle. This girl 


was, at my firſt acquaintance with her, ſolicited 


in marriage by a young fellow in, good circumſtan- 
ces. He was apprentice to a linen -draper, and 
had a little fortune ſufficient to ſet up his trade. 
The mother was greatly pleaſed with this match, 
as indeed ſhe had ſufficient reaſon. However, I 
ſoon prevented it. I repreſented him in fo low 
a light to his miſtreſs, and made ſo good an uſe 


of flattery, promiſes, and preſents, that, not to 


dwell longer on this ſubject than is neceſſary, I 
prevailed with the poor girl, and conveyed her 
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away from her mother! In a word, I debauched 
her, — (At which words Adams ſtarted up, fet- 
ched three ſtrides crofs the room, and then repla- 
ced himſelf in his chair.) You are not more affected 
with this part of my ſtory than myſelt: 1 affure 
you, it will never be ſufficiently repented of in 
my opinion; but if already deteſt it, how 
much more will your indignation be raiſed, when 
you hear the fatal conſequences of this barbarous, 
this villainous action! If you pleaſe therefore, I 
will here deſiſt. — „By no means, (cries Adams,) 
„go on, I beſeech you; and Heaven grant, you 
„may ſincerely repent of this, and many other 
„things you have related.” I was now, continued 
the gentleman, as happy as the poſſeſſion of a fine 
young creature, who had a good education, and 
was endued with many agreeable qualities, could 
make me. We lived fome months with vaſt fond- 
nels together without any company or converſation 
more than we found in one another: but this could 
not continue always; and tho' I ſtill preſerved a 
great affection for her, I began more and more 
to want the relief of other company, and conſe» 
quently to leave her by degrees, at laſt, whole 
days to herſelf. She failed not to teſtify ſome 
uneaſineſs on theſe occafions, and complained of 
the melancholy life ſhe led; to remedy which, I 
introduced her into the acquaintance of ſome other 
kept miſtrefſes, with whom ſhe uſed to play at 
'cards, and frequent plays and other diverſions. 
She had not lived long in this intimacy, before I 
perceived a viſible alteration in her behaviour; all 
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her modeſty and innocence vaniſhed by degrees, 
till her mind became thoroughly tainted. She af- 
fedted the company of rakes, gave herſelf all man» 
ner of airs, was never eaſy but abrvad, or when 
{ he had o party at my chambers. She was rapa- 
cious of money, extravagant to exceſs, looſe in 
her converſation; and, if ever I demurred to any 
of her demands, oaths, tears and firs, were the 
immediate conſequences, As the firſt raptures of 
fondneſs were long ſince over, this behaviout 
ſoon eſtranged my affetions from her; I began 
to refteQ with pleaſure that ſhe was not my 
wife, and to conceive an intention of parting 
with her; of which, having given her a hint, ſhe 
took care to prevent me the pains of turning 
her out of doors, and accordingly departed: her- 
ſelf, having firſt broke open my ſcrutoire, and 
taken with her all ſhe could find, to the 
amount of about 200 l. In the firſt heat of my 
reſentment, I reſolved to purſue her with all the 
vengeance of the law; bur as ſhe had the good 
luck to eſcape me during that ſerment, my paſſion 
afterwards cooled; and having reflected that I had 
been the firſt aggreſſor, and had done her an in- 
jury, for which | could make her no reparation, 
by robbing her of the innocence of her mind; 
and hearing, at the ſame time, that the poor old 
woman, ber mother, had broke her heart on the 
daughter's elopement from her, I, concluding my - 
felf her murderer, Cas you very well might,” 
cries Adams with a groan:] was pleaſed, that God 
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Almighty had taken this method of puniſhing me, 
and reſolved quietly to ſubmit to the lofs. Indeed 
I could wiſh I had never heard more of the poor 
creature, who became in the end an nad 
profligate; and, after being ſome years a common 
proſtitute, at laſt ended her miſerable life in New- 
gate, — Here the gentleman fetched a deep ſigh, 
which Mr. Adams echoed very loudly; and both 
continued ſilent, looking on each other for ſome 
minutes. At laſt the gentleman proceeded thus: 
I had been perfectly conſtant to this girl during 
the whole time I kept her; but ſhe had ſcarce, de- 

rted, before I diſcovered more marks. of. her 
infidelity to me than the loſs of my money, In 
hort, I was forced to make a third viſit to my 
ſurgeon, out of whoſe 1. I did not get a gy 
Giſchargs, | 


I now foreſwore ll future dedlings with a 
ſex, complained loudly that the pleaſure did not 
compenſate the pain, and railed at the beautiful 
creatures in as groſs language, as Juvena! himſelf 
formerly reviled them in. I looked on all the 
town-harlots with a deteſtation not eaſy to be con- 
ceived; their perſons appeared to me as painted 
palaces, inhabited by diſeaſe and death; nor could 
their beauty make them more deſirable objects in 
my eyes, than gilding could make me covet a pill, 
or golden plates a coffin. But though I was no 
longer the abſolute ſlave, I found ſome reaſons to 
own myſelf ſtill the ſubje& of love. My hatred 
for women decreaſed daily; and I am not poſitive 


but time might have betrayed me again to ſome 
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common harlot, had I not been ſecured by a paſ- 
ſion for the charming Sapphira, which, having on- 
ce entered upon, made a violent progreſs in my 
heart, Sapphira was wife to a man of faſhion 
and gallantry, and one who ſeemed, I own, eve- 
ry way worthy of her affections, which, however, 
he had not the reputation of having. She was 
indeed a coquette achevte. „Pray, Sir, (ſays Adams,) 
„what is a coquette? I have met with the word 
vin French authors, but never could aſſign any 
idea to it. I believe it is the ſame with une 
„ſotte, Anglice, a fool.“ Sir, anſwered the gentle- 
man, perhaps you are not much miſtaken: but as 
it is a particular kind of folly, I will endeavour to 
deſcribe it, Were all creatures to be ranked in 
the order of creation, according to their uſeful- 
neſs, I know few animals that would not take 
place of a coquette; nor indeed hath this creatu- 
re much pretence to any thing beyond inſtinQ;, 
for though ſometimes we might imagine it -was: 
animated by the paſſion, of vanity, yet far the 
greater part of its actions fall beneath even that 
low motive; for inſtance, ſeveral abſurd geſtures . 
and tricks, infinitely more foolif h than what can 
be obſerved in the moſt ridiculous birds and beaſts, 
and which would perſuade the beholder that the 
filly wretch was aiming at our contempt. Indeed 
its charaQeriſtic is affectation, and this led and 
governed by whim only: for as beauty, wiſdom, 
wit, good nature, politeneſs, and health, are ſo- 
metimes affeQed by this creature; fo are uglineſs, 


folly, nonſenſe, ill-nature, il-breeding and ſick- 
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neſs, likewiſe put on by it in their turn. Its life 
is one conſtant lie; and the only rule by which 
you can form any judgment of them is, that they 
are never what they ſeem, If it was poſſible for 
a coquette to love, (as it is not, for if ever it at- 
tains this paſſion, the coquette ceaſes inſtantly), 
it would wear the face of indifference, if not of 
hatred, to the beloved object; you may therefore 
be aſſured when they endeavour to perſuade you 
of their liking, that they are indifferent to you at 


| leaſt. And indeed this was the caſe of my Sap- 
28 — who no ſooner ſaw me in che number of 


admirers, than ſhe gave me what is com- 
monly called encouragement; ſhe would' often 
look at me, and when ſhe perceived me meer 
her eyes, would inſtantly take them off, diſcove- 
ring at the ſame time as much ſurpriſe and emo- 
tion as poſſible. Theſe arts failed not of the ſuc- 
ceſs ſhe: intended; and as I grew more particular 
to her than the reſt of het admirers, ſhe advan- 
ced, in proportion, more directly to me than to 
the others. She affected the low voice, whiſper, 


lip, ſigh, ſtart, laugh, and many other indica- 


tions of paſſion, which daily deceive thouſands, 
When I played at whiſk with her, ſhe would 
look earnellly at me, and at the ſame time loſe 
deal or revoke; then burſt into a ridiculous laugh, 
and cry: „La! I can't imagine what | was thinking 
Of.” To detain you no longer, after I had go- 
ne through a ſufficient courſe of gallantry, as 1 
thought, and was thoroughly convinced I had rai- 
fed a violent patſion in my miſtcels, I ſought an 
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opportunity of coming to an eclairciſſement with 
her, She avoided this as much as poſſible; how- 
ever, great aſſiduity at length preſented me one. 
I will not deſcribe all the particulars of this inter- 
view; let it ſuffice, that, when ſhe could no longer 
pretend not to ſee my drift, ſhe firſt affected a 
violent ſurpriſe, and, immediately after, as vio- 
lent a paſſion: ſhe wondered what I had ſeen in 
her conduct, which could induce me to effront 
her in this manner; and, breaking from me the 
firſt moment {he could, told me, I had no other 
way to eſcape the conſequence of her reſentment, 
than by never ſeeing, or at leaſt ſpeaking to her 
more, I was not contented with this anſwer; I 
ſtill purſued her, but to no purpoſe, and was at 
length convinced that her hufband had the ſole 
poſſeſſion of her perſon, and that neither he nor 
any other had made any impreſſion on her heart. 
] was taken off from following this ignis fatuns 
by ſome advances which were made me by the 
wife of a citizen, who, tho' neither very young 
nor handſome, was yet too agreeable to be reje- 
Qed by my amarous conſtitution. I accordingly * 
ſoon fatisfied her, that ſhe had not caſt away her 
hints on a barren or cold ſoil: on the contrary, 
they inſtantly produced her an eager and defiring 
lover. Nor did fhe give me any reaſon to com- 
plain; ſhe met the warmth ſhe had raiſed, with 
equal ardour, I had no longer a coquette to deal 
with, but one who was wiſer than to proſtitu- 
te the noble paſſion of love to the ridiculous luſt 
of vanity, We preſently underſtood one another; 
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and as the pleaſures we' ſought lay in a mutual 

ratification, we ſoon found and enjoyed them, 1 
thought myſelf at firſt greatly happy in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of this new miſtreſs, whoſe ſondneſs would 
have quickly ſurfeited a more ſickly appetite; but 
it had a different effect on mine; ſhe carried my 
paſſion higher by it than youth or beauty had 
been able: but my happineſs could not long con- 
tinue uninterrupted. The apprehenſions we lay 
under from the jealouſy of her huſband, gave us 

reat uneaſineſs. „Poor wretch! I pity him,” 
cried Adams. He did indeed deferve it, ſaid the 
gentleman; for he loved his wife with great ten. 
derneſs; and I aſſute you it is a great fatisfaQtion 
to me, that I was not the man who firſt ſeduced 
her affections from him. Theſe apprehenſions 
appeared alſo too well grounded; for, in the end, 
he diſcovered us, and procured witneſſes of our 
careſſes. He then proſecuted me at law, and re- 
covered 3000 L. damages, which much diſtreſſed 
my forrune to pay: and what was worſe, his wife 
being divorced, came upon my hands. I led a 
very uneaſy life with her; for heſides that my 
paſſion was now much abated, her exceſſive jra- 
loufy was very troubleſome, At length dead rid 
me of an inconvenience which the conſideration, 
of my having been the author of her misfortunes, 
would never ſuffer me to take any other method 
of diſcarding. | 


I now bade adieu to love, and reſolved to pure 
ſue other leſs dangerous and expenſive pleaſures. 
I fell into the acquaintance of a ſet of jolly com- 
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panions, who ſlept all day, and drank all night? 

fellows who might rather be ſaid to conſume time 
than to live. Their beſt converſation was nothing 
but noiſe; ſinging, hallowing, wrangling, drin- 
king, roaſting, ſp—wing, ſmoaking, were the 
chief ingredients of our entertainment. And yet, 
bad as they were, they were more tolerable bn 
our graver ſcenes, which were either exceſſive te-' 
dious narratives of dull common matters of fact, 
or hot diſputes about trifling matters, which com- 
monly ended in a wager, This way of life the 
firſt ſerious reſſection put a period to; and I be- 
came member of a club frequented by young men 
of great abilities. The bottle was now only cal- 
led in to the aſſiſtance of our converſation, which 
rolled on the deepeſt points of philoſophy. The- 
ſe gentlemen were engaged in a ſearch after truth; 
in the purſuit of which, they threw aſide all the 
prejudices of education, and governed themſelves 
only by the infallible guide of human reaſon. 
This great guide, after having ſhewn them the 
falſehood cf that very ancient but ſimple tener, 
that there is ſuch a being as a Deity in the uni- 
verſe, helped them to eſtabliſh in his ſtead a 
certain rule of right, by adhering to which, they 
all arrived at the utmoſt purity of morals. Refle- 
Qion made me as much delighted with this ſocie- 
ty, as it had taught me to deſpiſe and deteſt the 
former. I began now to eſteem myſelf a being 

of a higher order than I had ever before concei- 
ved, and was the more charmed with this rule of. 
right, as I really found in my own nature nothing 
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repugnant to it, I held in utmoſt contempt all 
perſons who wanted any other inducement to vic- 
tue, beſides her intrinſick beauty and excellence; 
and had fo high an opinion of my preſent compa- 
nions, with regard to their morality, that I would 
have truſted them with whatever was neareſt and 
deareſt to me. Whilſt I was engaged in this de- 
lightful dream, two or three accidents happened 
ſucceſſively, which at firſt much ſurpriſed me, 
For, one of our greateſt philoſophers, or rule of 
rightmen, withdrew himſelf from us, taking with 
him the wife of one of his moſt intimate friends, 
Secondly, another of the fame ſociety leſt the 
club without remembering to take leave of his 
bail. A third having borrowed a ſum of money 
of me, for which | received no ſecurity, when I 
aſked him to repay it, abſolutely denied the loan. 
Theſe ſeveral praQtices, fo inconſiſtent with our 
den rule, made me begin to ſuſpe& its infalli- 
ity ; but when | communicated my thoughts ta 
one of the club, he ſaid: There was nothing ab- 
ſolutely good or evil in itſelf; that actions were 
denominated good or bad by the circumſtances of 
the agent. That poſſibly the man who ran away 
with his neighbour's wife, might be one of very 
good inclinations, but over-prevailed on by the 
violence of an unruly paſſion; and, in other par- 
ticulars, might be a very worthy member of ſo- 
ciety: that if the beauty of any woman created in 
him an uneaſineſs, he had a right from Nature to 
relieve himielf; with many other things, which I 


then 
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then deteſted ſo much, that I took leave of the 
ſociety that very evening, and never returned to 
it again. Being now reduced to a ſtate of ſolitu- 
de which I did not like, | became a great frequen- 
ter of the playhouſes, which indeed was always 
my favourite diverſion, and moſt evenings paſſed 
away two or three hours behind the ſcenes, whe - 
re | met with ſeveral poets, with whom I made 
engagements at the taverns, Some of the playery 
were likewile of our parties, At theſe meetings 
we were generally entertained by the poets with 
reading their performances, and by the players 
with repeating their parts: upon which occaſions 
] obſerved the gentleman who furniſhed our en- 
tertainment was commonly the beſt pleaſed of the 
company; who, tho' they were pretty civil to 
him to his face, ſeldom failed to take the firſt op- 
portunity of his ablence to ridicule him, Now [ 
made ſome remarks, which probably are too ob- 
vious to be worth relating. „Sir, (ſays Adams), 
„your remarks, if you pleaſe.” Firſt, then, ſays 
be, I concluded that the general obſervation, that 
wits are moſt inclined to vanity, is not true. Men 
are equally vain of riches, ſtrength, beauty, ho- 
nours, &c.; but theſe appear of themſelves to the 
eyes of the beholders, whereas the poor wit is 
obliged to produce his performance to ſhew you 
his perfection; and on his readineſs to do this, 
that vulgar opinion, | have before mentioned, is 
grounded. But doth not the perſon who ex. 
pends vaſt ſums in the furniture of his houſe, oc 
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the ornaments of his perſon, who conſumes much 
time, and employs great pains in dreſſing himſelf, 
or who thinks himſelf paid for ſelf-denial, labour, 
or even villainy, by a title or a ribbon, ſacrifice as 
much to vanity, as the poor wit, who is deſirous 
to read you his poem or his play? My ſecond re- 
mark was, that vanity is the worſt of paſſions, and 
more apt to-contaminate the mind than any other; 
for as ſelfiſhneſs is much more general than we 

leaſe to allow it; ſo it is natural to hate and envy 
thoſe who ſtand between us and the good we delire, 
Now, in luſt and ambition theſe are few; and 
even in avarice we find many who are no obſta- 
cles to our purſuits: but the vain man ſeeks pre- 
eminence; and every thing, which is excellent or 
praiſe-worthy in another, renders him the marks 
of his antipathy. Adams now began to fumble 
in his pockets, and ſoon cried out: „O la! 1 have 
it not about me.” — Upon this, the gentleman 
aſking him what he was ſearching for; he ſaid, 
he ſearched after a ſermon, which he thought 
his maſterpiece againſt vanity. ,,Fy upon it, fy 
„upon it, (cries he), why do I ever leave that 
„ſermon out of my pocket? I wiſh it was within 
yfive miles; I would willingly fetch it, to read it 
„to you.“ The gentleman anſwered : That there 
was no need, for he was cured of the paſſion. 
„And for that very reaſon, (quoth Adams,) I 
„would read it, for I am confident you would ad- 
# zmire it: indeed I have never been a greater ene- 
„my to any paſſion, than that filly one of vani- 
„ty. The gentleman ſmiled, and proceeded, — 
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From this ſociety I. eaſily paſſed to that of the ga- 
meſters, where nothing cemarkable happened, but 
the finiſ hing my fortune, which thoſe gentlemen 
ſoon helped me to the end of, This opened 
ſcenes of life hitherto; unknown; poveity and di- 
ſtreſs, with their horrid train of duns, attorneys, 
bailifts, haunted me day and night, My clothes 
grew ſhabby, my credit bad, my friends and ac- 
quaintance of all kinds cold. In this ſituation, 
the ſtrangeſt thought imaginable came into my 
head; and what was this, but to write a play? 
for I had ſufficient..leiſure; fear of bailiffs confi» 
ned me every day to my room; and having al- 
ways had a little inclination, and ſomething of a 
genius that way, I ſet myſelf to work, and within 
a few months, produced a piece of five ads, 
which was accepted of at the theatre. I remem- 
bered to have formerly taken tickets of other 
Poets for their benefits, long before the appea- 
rance of their performances; and reſolving to fol- 
low a precedent which was fo well ſuited to my 
preſent circumſtances, I immediately provided my- 
ſelf with a large number of little papers. Happy 
indeed would be the ſtate of poetry, would thele 
tickets paſs current at the backehoule, the alehou- 
ſe, and the chandler's ſhop; bur alas! far others 
wiſe; no tailor will take them in payment for 
buckram, canvas, ſtay-tape; nor, no bailiff for civi- 
lity- money. They are indeed no more than a 
paſsport to beg with, a certificate that the owner 
wants five ſhillings, which induces well-diſpoſed 
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Chriſtians to charity, I now experienced what is 
worſe than poverty, or rather what is the worſt 
conſequence of poverty, I mean attendance and 
dependince on the great. Many a morning have 
] waited hours in the cold parlours of men of 
quality, where, after ſeeing the loweſt raſcals in 
lace and embroidery, the pimps and buffoons in 
faſhion admitted, I have been ſometimes told, on 
ſending in my name, that my Lord could not 
poſſibly ſee me this morning; a ſufficient affuran- 
ce that I ſhould never more. get entrance into 
that houſe, Sometimes I have been at laſt admit- 
ted; and the great man hath thought proper to 
excuſe himſelf, by relling me he was tied up. 
» Tied up, (ſays Adams), pray what's that?“ Sir, 
fays the gentleman, 'the profit which bookſellers 
allowed authors ſor the beſt works, was fo very 
ſmall, that certain men of birth and fortune, ſo- 
me years ago, who were the patrons of wit and 
learning, thought fit to encourage them farther, 
by entering into voluntary ſubſctiptions for their 
encouragement, Thus Prior, Rowe, Pope, and 
ſome other men of genius, received latge ſums 
for their labours from the public. This ſecmed 
ſo eaſy a method of getting money, that many of 
the loweſt ſcribblers of the times ventured to 

ubliſh their works in the ſame way; and many 
had the aſſurance to take in ſubſcriptions for what 
was not writ, not ever intended. Subſcriptions 
in this manner growing infinite, and a kind of 
tax on the public, ſome perſons, finding it not ſo 
eaſy a taſk to diſcern good from bad authors, or 
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to know what genius was worthy encouragement, 


and what was not, to prevent the expence of ſub- 
ſcribing to ſo many, invented a method ro excuſe 
themſelves from all ſubſcriptions whatever; and 
this was to receive a ſmall ſum of money in con- 
ſideration' of giving a larger one, if ever they 
ſubſcribed; which many have done, and many 
more have pretended to have done, in order to 
ſilence all ſollicitation. The fame method was 
hkewiſe taken with playhouſe - tickets, which we- 
re no leſs a public grievance; and this is what 
they call being tied up from ſubſcribing. „I can't 
„ſay but the term is apt enough, and ſomewhat 
typical. (ſaid Adams), for a man of large fortu- 
„ne, who ties himſelf up, as you call it, from 
„the encouragement of men of merit, ought to 
„be tied up in reality.” Well, Sir, ſays the 
gentleman, to return to my ſtory. Sometimes I 
have received a guinea from a man of quality, 
given with as ill a grace, as alms are generally to 
the meaneſt beggar, and purchaſed roo with as 
much time ſpent in attendance as, if it had been 
fpent in honeſt induſtry, might have brought me 
more profit with infinitely more ſatisfaction. AF 
fer about two months ſpent in this difagreeable 
way; with the utmoſt mortification, when I was 
— my hopes on the proſpect of a plentiful 

arveſt from my play, upon applying to the 

rompter to know when it came into rehearſal, 

e informed me he had received orders from the 
managers to return me the play again; for that 
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they could not poſſibly a& it that ſeaſon, but if 
J would take it and reviſe it againſt the next, 
they would be glad to fee it again. I ſnatched 
it from him with great indignation, and retired 
to my room, where I threw myſelf on the bed 
in a fit. of deſpair. — ,,You ſhould rather have 
, thrown yourſelf on your knees, (ſays Adams), 
„for deſpair is ſinful.” As foon, continued the 
gentleman, as I had indulged the firſt tumult of 
my paſlion, I began to conſider coolly what cour- 
ſe 1 ſhould take, in a ſituation without friends, 
money, credit, or reputation of any kind. Af 
ter revolting many things in my mind, I could 
ſee no other poſſibility of furniſ hing myſelf with 
the miſerable neceſlaries of lite, than to retire to 
a garret near the temple, and commence. hack- 
ney-writer to the lawyers; for which I was well 
qualified, being an excellent penman. This 'pur- 
pole I refolved on, and immediately put it in 
execution. I had an acquaintance with an attor« 
ney who had formerly tranſacted affairs for me, 
and to him I applied: but inſtead of furniſhing 
me with any buſineſs, he laughed at my under- 
taking, and told me, he was afraid I ſhould 
turn his deeds into plays, and he ſhould expe& 
to (ee them on the ſtage. Not to tire you with 
inſtances of this kind from others, I found that 
Plato himſelf did not hold poets in greater abhor- 
rence than theſe men of buſineſs do. When« 
ever I durſt venture a coffee- houſe, which was 
on Sundays only, agvhiſper ran round the room, 
which was conſtantly attended with a ſneer — 
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That's Poet Wilſon: for I know not whether 

ou have obſerved it, but there is a malignity 
in the nature of man, which, when not weeded 
out, or at leaſt covered by a good education, ànd 
politeneſs, _ delights in making another uneaſy 
or diſſatisfied with himſelf, I his abundantly ap- 
pears in all aſſemblies, , except.thoſe which are 
filled by people of faſhion, and eſpecially among 
the younger people of both ſexes, whoſe births 
and fortunes place them juſt without the polite 
circles; I mean the lower claſs of the gentry, 
and the bigher of the mercantile world, who are, 
in reality, the worſt bred part of mankind. Well, 
Sir, whilſt I continued in this miſerable ſtate, 
with ſcarce ſufficient buſineſs to keep me from 
ſtarving), the reputation of a poet being my, ba- 
ne, I accidentally became acquainted with a book- 
ſeller, who. told me, it was a pity a man of my 
learning and genius ſhould be obliged to ſuch a 


method of getting his livelihood; that he had a 


compali.on for me, and if I- would engage with 


him, he would undertake to provide handſomely 


for me. A man in my circumſtances, as he. ve- 

well knew, had no choice, I accordingly ac- 
cepted his propoſal, with his conditions, which 
were none of the moſt favourable, and fell to 
tranſlating with all my might. I had no longer 
reaſon to lament the want of buſineſs: for he fur- 
niſhed me with ſo much, that in half a year I al- 
moſt. writ myſelf blind. I likewiſe contraſted a 
diſtemper by my ſedentary life, in which no part 
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of my body was exerciſed but my right arm, 
which rendered me incapable of writing for a 
long time, This unluckily happened to delay rhe 
publication of a work, and my laſt performance 
not having fold well, the bookſeller declined any 
further engagement, and aſperſed me to his bre- 
thren as a careleſs idle fellow. I had, however, 
by having half worked and half ſtarved myſelf to 
death, during the time I was in his ſervice, ſa- 
ved a few guineas, with which 1 bought a lotte- 
ry ticket, relolving to throw myſelf into Fortu- 
ne's lap, and try if ſhe would make me amends 
for the injuries ſhe had Jone me at the gaming- 
table. This purchaſe being made, left me almoſt 
pennyleſs; when, as if I had not been ſufficiently 
miſerable, a bailiff in woman's clothes got admit» 
tance to my chamber, whither he was directed 
by the bookſeller. He arreſted me at my tailor's 
ſuit for thirty-five pounds; a ſum for which [ 
could not procure bail, and was therefore con- 
veyed to his houſe, where | was locked up in an 
upper-chamber, I had now neither health, (for [ 
was ſcarce recovered from my indiſpoſition), li- 


berty, money, or friends; and had abandoned all 


hopes, and even the deſire of life. „But this 
„could not laſt long, (ſaid Adams), for doubtleſs 
the tailor releaſed you the moment he was truly 
yacquainted with your affairs, and knew that your 
ycitcumſtances would not permit you to pay him.“ 
Oh, Sir, anſwered the gentleman, he knew that 
before he arreſted me: nay, he knew that no- 


thing but incapacity could prevent me paying 
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my debt; for I had been his cuſtomer many years, 
had ſpent vaſt ſums of money with him, and had 
always paid moſt punQually in my profperous 
days: but when I reminded him of this, with aſlu- 
rances that, if he would not moleſt my endeavours 
1 would pay him all the money I could by my ut» 
moſt labour and induſtry procure, reſerving only 
what was ſufficient to preſerve me alive, he-anſwee 
red: His patience was-worn out; that I had put 
him off from time to time; that he wanted the 
money: that he had put it into a lawyer's handsz 
and if I did not pay him immediately, or find ſe» 
curity, I muſt ly in gaol, and expect no mercy; 
„He may expect mercy, (cries Adams, ſtarting 
„from his chair,) where he will find none, How 
can ſuch a wretch repeat the Lord's prayer, where 
„the word, which is trant lated, I know not for 
„What reaſon, Treſpaſſes, is in the original: Debts ? 
„And as ſurely as we do not forgive others their 
»debts, when they are unable to pay them, ſo-ſus 
„rely (hall we ourſelves be unforgiven, when we 
nare in no condition of paying.” He ceaſed,” and 
the gentleman proceeded, While I was in this de. 
plorable ſituation, a former acquaintance, to whom 
had communicated my lottery ticket, found mg 
out, and, making me a viſit, with great delight in 
his countenance, ſ hook me heartily by the hand; 
and wiſhed me joy of my good „For, 
»( fays be,) your ticket is come up a prize of 
„3000 1,” Adams ſnapt his fingers, at theſe words, 
in an ecſtaſy of joy; which, however, did not 
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continue long: for the gentleman thus proceeded, 
Alas! Sir, this was only a trick of Fortune to fink 
me the deeper: for I had diſpoſed of this lottery 
ticket two days before to a relation, who refuſed 
lending me a ſhilling without it, in order to pro- 
cure myſelf bread. As ſoon as my friend was ac- 
quainted with my unfortunate fale, he began to 
revile me, and remind me of the ill conduct and 
miſcarriages of my life, He ſaid I was one whom 
Fortune could not fave, if ſhe would; and that I 
was: now ruined without any hopes of retrieval, nor 
muſt expect any pity, from my friends; that it 
would be extreme weakneſs to compaſſionate the 
misfortunes of a -man who ran - headlong to his 
own deſtruction. He then painted to me, in as 
lively colours as he was able, the happineſs I 
ſhould have now enjoyed, had I not foolif bly. di- 
ſpoſed of my ticket. I urged the plea of neceſſity; 
but he made no anſwer to that, and began again 
to revile me, till I could bear it no longer, and 
deſired him to finiſh his viſit, I ſoon exchanged 
the bailiff's houſe for a priſon; where as I had not 
money ſufficient to procure me a ſeparate apart- 
ment, I was crouded in with a great number of 
miſerable wretches, in common with whom I was 
deſtirute of every convenience of life, even that 
which all the brutes enjoy, wholeſome air, In 
theſe dreadful circumſtances, I applied by letter to 
ſeveral of my old acquaintance, and ſuch to whom 
F had formerly lent money without any great pro- 
ſpe& of its being returned, for their aſſiſtance; 
but in vain. An excule, inſtead of a denial, was 
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the gentleſt anſwer T received, — | Whilſt» lan- 
guiſhed in a condition too hortible ro be deſcribed, 
and which, in a land of humanity, and what is 
much more, Chriſtianity, ſeems a ſtrange puniſh- 
ment for a little inadvertency and indiſcretion 
whilſt I was in this condition, a fellow came into 
the priſon, and inquiring me out, r: me 
the following letter: * 


SIR, 


M, Siber, to whoin u fold your "ricket i in 
the Ja lottery, died the ſame day in which it ca- 
me up a'ptize, as you have poſſibly heard, and 
left me ſole heireſs: of all his fortune. I am ſo 
much touched with your preſent circumſtances, 
„and the uneaſineſs you maſt feel at having been 
„driven to diſpoſe of v what might have made you 
"happy , that I muſt deſire ow ys of — 
nincloſed, and am, 
5 „Vour humble ſervant, 
1 HARRIET HEARTY,” 


And what o you think was incloſed? - I 
don t know, (cried Adams) not-leſs than a guinea, 
1 hope. — Sir, it was a bank- note ſor 200 l. — 

5200 |, !” ſays Adams in a rapture. — No leſs, I 
aſſure you, anſwered the gentleman; a ſum I was 
not half ſo delighted with, as with the dear name 
of the generous girl that ſent it me; and who was 
not only the beſt, but the handſomeſt creature in 
the univerſe; and for whom I had long had a paſ- 
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fion, which I never durſt diſcloſe to her. I kiſſed 
her name a thouſand times, my eyes overflowing 
with tendernels and gratitude, I repeated -—. But 
not to detain you with theſe raptures, I immedia« 
tely acquired my liberty;-and, having paid all my 
debts, — with upwards of fifty pounds in 
my pocket, to thank my kind deliverer. She hap- 
pened to be then out of town, a circumſtance 
which, upon r:fleQtion, pleaſed me; for, by that 
means, I had an opportunity to appear before her 
in a more decent dreſs. At her return to town, 
within a day or two, I threw myſelf at her ſeet. 
with the moſt ardent acknowledgment, which {he 
with an unſeigned greatneſs of mind; and 

told me, I could nor ablige ber more than by 
never mentioning, or, if poſſible, thinking on a 
gircumſtance which muſt bring in my mind an ac-, 
cident that might be grievous to me to think on. 
She proceeded thus: ,,what I have done, is, in, 
„my own eyes, a trifle, and, perhaps, infinitely, 
„leis than would have become me to do, Andif 
„you think of engaging in any buſineſs, where a 
„larger ſum may be ſerviceable to you, I ſhall 
„not be over- rigid, either as to the ſecurity or in- 
tereſt,” I endeavoured to expreſs all the grati- 
tude in my power to this profuſion of goodneſe, 
though perhaps it was my enemy, and began to 
afflict my mind with mote agonies than all the mi- 
ſeries I had underwent; it affected me with ſeve- 
rer reflections than poverty, diſtreſs, and priſons 
united, had been able to make me feel: for, Sir, 
theſp acts and profeſſions of kindnels, which were 
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ſufficient to have raiſed in a good heart the moſt 
violent paſſion of friendſhip to one of the ſame, 
or to age and uglineſs in a different ſex, came to 
me from a woman, a young and beauriful woman, 
one whoſe perfections I had long known, and for 
whom I had long conceived a violent paſſion, tho 
with a deſpair which made me endeavour rather 
to curb and conceal, than to nouriſh or acquaint 
her with it, In ſhort, they came upon me united 
with beauty, foftneſs, and tenderneſs, ſuch be- 
witching ſmiles — O!] Mr. Adams, in that me- 
ment I loſt myſelf; and forgetting our different 
ſiruations,' nor conſidering what return I was ma- 
king to her goodneſs, by deſiring her, who had 
given me ſo much, to beſtow her all, I laid gently 
hold on her hand, "and conveying it to my lips, I 
preffed it with inconceivable ardour; then, lifting 
op my ſwimming eyes, I faw her face and neck 
overſpread with one bluſh: ſhe offered to with- 
draw her hand, yet not ſo as to deliver it from 
mine, though 1 held it with the gentleſt force. 
We both ſtood trembling, her eyes caſt on the 
ground, and mine ſtedfaſtly fixed on her. Good. 
God, what was then the condition of my foul! 
burning with love, deſire, admiration, gratitude. 
and every tender paſſion, all bent on one char- 
ming object. Paſlion at laſt got the better of both 
reaſon and reſpett; and, ſoftly letting go her hand, 
J offered madly to claſſ her i in my arms: when, a 

little recovering herſelf, ſhe ſtarted com me, king 
me, with ſome ſhew of anger, if ſhe had any rea- 
ſon to expeQ this treatment from me. I then fell 
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proſtrate before her, and told her, if I had offen- 
ded, my life was abſolutely in her power, which 
I would in any manner loſe for her fake, „Nay, 
„Madam, faid I, you {hall not be ſo ready to pu- 


vniſh me. as I to ſuffer, I own my guilt, I deteſt 


„the refleQion, that I would have ſacrificed your 
„happineſs to mine. Believe me, I ſincerely re- 
»pent my ingratitude; yet, believe me too, it was 
my paſſion, my unbounded paſſion for you, which 
„hurried me ſo far; I have loved you long and 
„tenderly; and the goodneſs you have ſheun me, 
„bath innocently weighed down a wretch undone 
„before. Acquit me of all mean, mercenary views; 
„and, before I take my leave of you for ever, 
„which I am reſolved inſtantly to do, believe me, 
that fortune could have raiſed me to no height to 
which I could not have gladly lifted you. Ocur- 
{ed be fortune! — do not, fays ſhe, interrup- 
„ting me with the ſweeteſt voice, do not curſe 
,Fortune, ſince ſhe hath made me happy: and if 
„ſhe hath put your happineſs in my power, I have 
„told you, you ſhall aſk nothing in reaſon which 
„LJ will refuſe. Madam, (faid I,) you miſtake 
„me, if you imagine, as you ſeem, my happineſs 
„is in the power of Fortune now, You have obli- 
ed me too much already; if I have any wiſh, it 
„is for ſome bleſſed accident, by which I may 
„contribute with my life to the leaſt augmentation 
„of your felicity, As for myſelf, the only hip- 
ypineſs I can ever have, will be hearing of yours; 
„and if Fortune will make that complete, I will, 
» forgive her all her wrongs to me. You may, 
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„indeed, anſwered ſhe ſmiling, for your own 
, happineſs muſt be included in mine. I have long 
„known your worth; nay, T'muſt confeſs, ſaid 
»{he, bluſhing, I have long diſcovered that paſe 
„ſion for me you profeſs, notwithſtanding thoſe 
,endeavonrs, which, J am convinced, were unaf- 
„ ſected, to conceal it; and if all I can give, with 
yrealon, will not ſuffice, — take reaſon away, — 
„and now, I believe, you cannot afk me what 1 
„will deny” — She uttered theſe words with a 
ſweetneſs not to be imagined. I immediatily ſtar- 
ted; my blood, which lay freezing at my heart, 
ruſhed tumultuouſly through every vein. I ſtood 
for a moment ſilent; then, flying to her, I caught 
her in my arms, no longer refiſting, — and foftly: 
told her, ſhe muſt give me then herſelf, — 0 
Sir, — can I deſcribe her look? She remained 
filent, and almoſt motionleſs, ' ſeveral minutes. Ar. 
laſt, recovering herſelf a little, ſhe inſiſted on my 
leaving her, and in ſuch a manner, that I inſtantly 
obeyed: you may imagine, however, I ſoon faw: 
her again, — Bur I aſk pardon, I fear I have de- 
tained you too Jong in relating the particulars of 
the former interview, „So far otherwiſe, ſaid 
„Adams, licking his lips, that I could willingly, 
„hear it over again,” Well, Sir, continued the 
gentleman, to be as conciſe as poſſible, within a 
week ſhe conſented to make me the happieſt of 
mankind, We were married ſhortly after; and 
when I came to examine the circumſtances of my: 
wite's fortune, (which, I do aſſure you, I was nat; 
preſently at leiſure enough to do,) I found it 
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amounted to about fix thouſand pounds, moſt part 
of which lay in effects; for her father had been a 
wine-merchant, and ſhe ſeemed willing, if I liked 
it, that I ſhould carry on the fame trade. I readi- 
„and too inconſiderately, undertook it; for, not 
having been bred up to the ſecrets of the buſineſs, 
and endeavouring to deal with the utmoſt honeſty 
and uprightneſs, I ſoon found our fortune in a 
declining way, and my trade decreaſing by little 
and little: for my wines, which I never adultera- 
ted after their importation, and were fold as neat 
as they came over, were univerſally decried by 
the vintners, to whom I could not allow them 
quite as cheap as thoſe who gained double the 
by a leſs price, I ſoon began to deſpair of 
improving our fortune by theſe means: no was L 
at all eaſy at the viſits and familiarity of many who 
had been my acquaintance in my proſperity , but 
denied and ſhunned me in my adverſity, and now 
very forwardly renewed their acquaintance with 
me. In ſhort, I had ſufficiently ſeen that the 
leaſures of the world are chiefly folly, and the 
bufine of it moſtly knavery; and both nothing 
berrer than vanity: the men of pleaſure tearing 
one another to pieces, from the emulation of 
ſpending money, and the men of buſineſs, from 
envy in getting it. My happineſs conſiſted enti- 
in my wife, whom | loved with an inexpreſ- 
fible fondneſs, which was perfectly returned; and 
my proſpects were no other than to provide for 
our growing family; for ſhe was now big of her 
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ſecond child: I thereſoie took an opportunity to 
aſk her opinion of entering into a retired life, 
which, after hearing my reaſons, and perceiving 
my affection for it, ſhe readily embraced. We 
ſoon put our ſmall fortune, now reduced under 
three thouſand pounds, into money, with part of 
which we purchaſed, this little place,  whither we 
retired. ſoon. after her delivery, from a world full 
of buſtle, noiſe, hatred, envy and ingratitude, to 
eaſe, quiet, and love. We have here lived almoſt 
twenty years, with little other converſation than 
our own, moſt of the neighbourhood taking us 
for very ſtrange people; the Squire of the pariſh 
repreſenting me as a madman, and the parſon as a 
Prei bytetian; becauſe 1 will not hunt with the 
one, nor drink with the other. „Sit, ſays Adams, 
„Fortune hath, I think, paid you all her debts in 
„this ſweet retirement.” -- Sir, replied the gentle- 
man, I am thankful to the Great Author of all 
2 8 for the bleſſings I here enjoy. I have the 

eſt, okwwives, and three pretty children, for hom 


I have: the true tenderneſs of a parent. But no 


bleſſings are pure in this world. Within three 


years of my arrival here, I loſt my eldeſt ſon, 
(here he ſighed bitterly.) - „Sir, ſays Adams, we 
,muſt ſubmit to Providence, and conſider death 
„is common to all.“ We muſt ſubmit, indeed, 
anſwered the gentleman; and if he had died, I 
could have borne the loſs with patience: but, alas! 
Sir, he was ſtolen away from my door, by ſome 


wicked travelling people whom they call Gipſies; 
Vol. II. 8: 
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nor could I ever, with the moſt diligent ſearch! 
recover him. Poor child! he had the fweereſt look; 
the exact picture of his mother; at which ſome 
rears unwittingly dropt from his eyes, as did like- 
wiſe from thole of Adams, who always ſympathi- 
ſed with his friends on thoſe occaſions, þ rm. 
Sir, ſaid the gentleman, I have fineſhed my 

in which, if 1 have been too particular, 725 
your pardon; and now, if you pleale, I will fetch 
you another bottle: which propoſal the 


thankfully accepted. 


A deſcription of Mr, Wilſon's way of 2. 
ving. The tragical e of hs dog, 
ond other. grave matters. . 

1 


Sis gentleman returkied with ile „ bene "ik 
Adams and he fat ſome time filent, when the for- 

mer ſtarted up, and cried: ,,No, that won't do. The 
gentleman enquired into his meaning; he anſwe- 
red, „he had been conſidering that it was poſſible 
„the late famous King Theodore might have been 
»that very fon whom he had loſt; but added, that 
„his age could not anſwer that imagination. Ho- 
,wever, (ſays he,) God _— all things for the 
»beſt, and very probably he may be ſome great 
„man, or duke; and may, one day or other, re- 
»vViſit you in that capacity.“ The gentleman anſwe- 


red, he ſhould know him amongſt then thouſand; 
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for he had a mark on his left breaſt of a ſtrawber- 
ry, which his mother had given him by longing 
for that fruit. ee e e e to, 3 
That beautiful young lady, the Morning, now 
roſe from her bed, and with a countenance bloomi 
with ſreſh youth and ſprighilineſs, like Miſs — , 
with ſoft dews hanging on her pouting lips, began 
to take her early walk over the eaſtern hills; and 
preſently after, that gallant perſon; the Sun ſtole 
ſoftly from his wife's chamber to pay his addreſſes 
to her; when the gentleman aſked his gueſt if he 
would walk forth and ſurvey his little garden, which 
he readily agreed to, and Foſeph, at the ſame tis 
me awaking from a ſleep in which he had been 
two hours buried, went with them. No parter- 
res, no fountains,'no ſtatues embelliſhed this little 
2 Its only ornament was a ſhort walk, 

aded on each fide by a, filbert-hedge, -with a 
ſmall alcove at one end, whither in hot weather 
the gentleman and his wife uſed to retite and di- 
vert themſelves with their children, who played 
in the walk before them, But though vanity had 
no votary in this little ſpot, here was variety of 
fruits, and every thing uſeful for the kitchen, which 
was abundantly ſufficient to catch the admiration 
of Adams, who told the gentleman he had cer- 
tainly a good gardener. Sir , anſwered he, that 
gardener is now before you; whatever you ſee 
here, is the work ſolely of my own hands, Whilſt 
I am providing a my table, I like. 
) Whoever the reader pleaſes, 
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wiſe procure myſelf an appetite for them. In fair 
ſeafons, I ſeldom paſs leſs than fix hours of the 
twenty four in this place, where I am not idle; 
and by theſe means | have been able to preſerve 
my —— ever fince my arrival here, without aſſi- 
ſtance from phyſic. Hither I generally repair at 
the dawn; and exerciſe myſelf, whilſt my wife dres- 
ſes her children; and prepares our breakfaſt; after 
which we are ſeldom aſunder during the reſidue 
of the day; for when the weather will not permit 
them to accompany me here, I am uſually within 
with them; for Il am neicher al hamed of conver- 
fing with my wife, nor of playing with my chil- 
dren: to fay the truth, I do nor perceive that in- 
teriority of underſtanding which the levity of ra- 
kes, the dulneſs of men of buiineſs, or the auſte- 
rity of the learned would perſuade us of in women. 
As for my woman, I declare I have found none 
of my own ſex capable of making juſter obſerva- 
tions on life, or of delivering them more agreeably ; 
nor do I believe any one poſſeſſed of a faithfuller 
or braver friend, And fure as this friendſhip is 

ſweerened with more delicacy and tenderneſs, ſo 
it is confirmed by'dearer pledges than can attend 
the cloſeſt male alliance: for what union can be ſo 
faſt, as our common intereſt in the fruits of our 
embraces? Perhaps, Sir, you are not yourſelf a 
father: if you are not, be aſſured you cannot con- 
ceive the delight I have in my little ones, Would 
you not deſpiſe me, if you faw me ſtretched on 


the ground, and my children playing round me? 
„l ſhould reverence the ſight, (quoth Adams;) I 
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„myſelf am now the father of ſix, and have been 


„of eleven, and I can ſay I never ſcourged a child 
„of my own, unleſs as his ſchoolmaſter, and then 
„have felt every ſtroke on my own poſteriors, 
„And as to what you ſay concerning women, I 
„have often lamented, my own wife did not under. 
„ſtand Greek.” — The gentleman ſmiled, and 
anſwered, he would not be apprehended to inſinua- 
te that his own had an underſtanding above the 
care of her family; on the contrary, fays he, my 
Harriet, I aſſure you, is a notable houſewife, and 
few gentlemen's houſekeepers underſtand cooke 

or confectionary better; but theſe are arts whicly 
ſhe hath no great occaſion for now; however the 
wine you commended ſo much laſt night at ſup- 
per, was of her own making, as is indeed all the 
liquor in my houſe, except my beer, which falls 
to my province. „And I aſſure you it is as excel - 
lent, quoth Adams, as ever I taſted,” We for- 
merly kept a maid-ſervant, but ſince my girls ha- 
ve been growing up, ſhe is unwilling to indulge 
them in idleneſs; for as the fortunes I ſhall give 
them will be very ſmall, we intend not to breed 
them above the rank they are likely to fill here- 
after, nor to teach them to deſpice or ruin a plain 
huſband, Indeed I could wiſh a man of my own 
temper, and a retired life, might fall to their lot: 
for I have experienced that calm ferene happineſs 
which is ſeated in content, is inconſiſtent with the 
hurry and buſtle of the world. He was procee- 
ding thus, when the little things being juſt riſen, 
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ran eagerly towards him, and aſked him bleſſing; 
they were ſhy to the ſtrangers; but the eldeſt ac- 
quainted her father, that her mother and the young 

entlewoman were up, and that breakfaſt was ready. 

hey all went in, where the gentleman was ſur=- 
priſed at the beauty of Faun), who had now re- 
covered herſelf from her fatigue, and was entirely 
clean dreſt; for the rogues who had taken away 
her purſe, had left her her bundle, But if he was 
fo much amazed at the beauty of this young crea- 
ture, his gueſts were no leſs charmed at the tender- 
nels which appeared in the behaviour of the huſ- 
band and wiſe to each other, and to their children, 
and at the dutiful and affectionate behaviour of the- 
ſe to their parents, Theſe inſtances pleaſed the well 
diſpoſed mind of Mr. Adams, equally with the 
readineſs which they expreſſed to oblige their 
gueſts, and their forwardneſs to offer them the 
beſt of every thing in their houſe; and what de- 
lighted him ſtill more, was an inſtance or two of 
their charity: for whilft they were at breakſaſt, the 
good woman was called forth to aſſiſt her ſick 
neighbour, which ſhe did with ſome cordials ma- 
de for the public uſe; and the good man went in- 
to his garden at the fame time, to ſupply another 
with ſomething which he wanted thence; for they 
had nothing which thoſe who wanted it were not 
welcome to. Theſe good people were in the ut- 
moſt chearſulneſs, when they heard the report of 
a gun; and immediately afterwards a little dog, 
the favourite of the eldeſt daughter, came lims 
ping in all bloody, and laid himſelf at his miſtreſs's 
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feet; the poor girl, who was about eleven years 
old, burſt into rears at the ſight; and preſently 
one of the neighbours came in, and informed 
them, that the young ſquire, the ſon of the Lord 
of the manor, had ſhot him as he paſſed by, ſwea- 
ring at the ſame time he would profecute the ma- 
ſter of him for keeping a ſpaniel; for that he had 
given notice he would not ſuffer one in the pariſh, 
The dog, whom his miſtreſs had taken into het 
lap, died in a few minutes, licking her hand. She 
expreſſed great agony at |his .loſs; and the other 
children began to cry for their ſiſter's misfortune, 
nor could Fanny herſelf refrain. Whilſt the father 
and mother attempted to comfort her, Adams 
graſped his crab- ſtick, and would have fallied out 
after the ſquire, had not Joſeph with - held him, 
He could not, however, bridle his tongue. — He 
pronounced the word Raſcal with great emphaſis; 
faid he deſerved to be hanged more than a high- 
wayman, and wiſhed he had the ſcourging of him. 
The mother took her child, lamenting and carrying 
the dead favourite in her arms, out of the room, 
when the gentleman faid, this was the ſecond time 
this ſquire had endeavoured to kill the little wretch, 
and had wounded him ſmartly once before, ad- 
ding, he could have no motive but ill-nature; for - 
the little thing, which was not near as big as one's 
fiſt, had never been twenty yards from the houſe 
in the ſix years his daugliter had had it. He ſaid 
he had done nothing to deſerve this uſage: but his 
ſather had too great a fortune to contend with, 
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That he was as abſolute as any tyrant in the uni- 
verſe, and had killed all the dogs, and taken away 
all the guns in the neighbourhood; and not only 
that, but he trampled down hedges, and rode over 
corn and gardens, with no more regard than if 
they were the highway, ,l wiſh I could catch 
„bim in my garden, (ſays Adams,) though I would 
rather forgive him riding through my houſe, than 
yſuch an ill-natured act as this,” 


The chearfulneſs of their converſation being 
interrupred by this accident, in which the gueſts 
could be of no ſervice to their kind entertainer, 
and as the mother was taken up in adminiſtring 
confolation to the poor girl, whoſe diſpoſition was 
too good haſtily to forget the ſudden loſs of her 
little favourite, which had been fondling with her 
a few minutes before; and as Foſeph and Fanny 
were impatient to get home and begin thoſe pre- 
vious ceremonies to their happineſs which Adams 
had inſiſted on; they now offered to take their 
Jeave, The gentleman importuned them much to 
ſtay dinner: but when he found their eagerneſs to 
depart, he ſummoned his wife; and accordingly 
having performed all the uſual ceremonies of bows 
and curt' ſies, more pleaſant to be ſeen than to be 
related, they took their leave, the gentleman and 
his wife heartly wiſhing them a good journey, 
and they as heartily thanking them for their kind 
entertainment, They then departed, Adams de- 
claring, that this was the manner in which the 
people had lived in the golden age. 


\ 


JOSEPH ANDREWS. + 65 


"CHAP, V. 


A diſputation on ſchools, held on the road 
between Mr. Abraham Adams and Jo- 
ſeph; and @ diſcovery not unwelcome 
to them both. 


"1 travellers having well refreſhed themſel- 
ves at the gentleman's houſe, Foſeph and Fanny 
with ſleep, and Mr, Abraham Adams. with ale 
and tobacco, renewed their journey with great 
alacrity; and, purſuing the road in which they 
were directed, travelled many miles before t 
met with any adventure worth relating. In this 
interval, we ſhall preſent our readers with a very 
curious diſcourſe, as we apprehend. it, concerning 
public ſchools, which paſs d between Mr, Foſeph 
Andrews and Mr. Abraham Adams, | 


They had not gone far, before Adams calling 
to Foſeph, aſked him if he had attended to the 
gentleman's ſtory; he anſwered: „to all the for- 
„mer part.” „And don't you think, (fays he), he 
„was a very unhappy man in his youth?” „A ve- 
„ry unhappy man indeed,” anſwered the other. 
» Foſeph, (cries Adams, ſcrewing. up his mouth), 

„I have found it; I have diſcovered the cauſe of 
wall the misfortunes which befel him. A public 
»ichool, Foſeph, was the cauſe of all the calami- 
„ties which he afterwards ſuffered. Public ſchools 
ware the nurſeries of all vice and immorality. All 

»the wicked fellows her I remember at the 

* 
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univerſity were bred at them. — Ah Lord! I 
„can remember as well as if it were but yeſter- 
„day, a knot of them; they called them King's 
„ſcholats, I forget why — very wicked fellows! 
» Joſeph, you may thank the Lord you were not 
, bred at a public ſchool; you would never have 
»preſerved your virtue as you have, The firſt 
„care | always take, is of a boy's morals; I had 
„rather he ſhould be a blockhead than an atheiſt 
„or a Preſbyterian, What is all the learning in 
„the world compared to his immortal ſoul? What 
„ſhall a man take in exchange for his foul! But 
„the maſters of great ſchools trouble themſelves 
„about no ſuch thing. I have known a lad of 
» eighteen at the univerſity who hath not been able 
„to ſay his catechiſm; but for my own part, I 
always ſcourged a lad ſooner for miſſing that than 
„any other leſſon. Believe me, child, all that 
„gentleman's misfortunes aroſe from his being 
| Educated at a public ſchool.” | 


„It doth not become me, (anſwered Joſeph), 
„to diſpute any thing, Sir, with you, eſpecially 
„a matter of this kind; for to be ſure you muſt 
„be allowed by all the world, to be the beſt tea- 
„cher of a ſchool in all our country,” „Ves, thut, 
»(fays" Adams), I believe, is granted me; that I 
„may without much vanity pretend to—nay, I be- 
plieve I may go to the next County too: — bur 
»2loriari non eff meum.” — However, Sir, as 
„you are pleaſed to bid me ſpeak, (fays Foſeph), 
„you know, my late maſter, Sir Thomas Booby, 
was bred at a public ſchool, and he was the fineſt 
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»gentleman in all the neighbourhood. And I ha- 
„ve often heard him ſay, if he had a hundred boys, 
„he would breed them all at the fame place. It was 

„his opinion, and 1 have often heard him deliv 
it, that a boy taken from a public ſchool, — 
„carried into the world, will learn more in one 
»year there, than one of a private education will 
„in five, He uſed to ſay,” the ſchool itſelf initia- 
ted him a great way, ( remember that was his 
»very expreſſion); for great ſchools are little ſo- 

,Cieties, where a boy of any obſervation may ſee 
„in epitome what he will afterwards find in the 
„world at large.” „Hinc illae lackrymae; for that 
»very reaſon, (quoth Adams), I prefer a private 
»{chool, where boys may be kept in innocence 
vand ignorance; for according to that fine paſſage 
„in the play of Cato, the only Engliſh e! 1 
„ever read: 


„I knowledge of the world muſt make men 
villains, 
„May Fuba ever live in ignorauce. 


»Who would not rather preſerve the purity of bis 
"child, than wiſh him to attain the whole circle 
»Of arts and ſciences; which, by the bye, he may 
„learn in the clafles of a private ſchool? For [ 
,would not be vain, but I eſteem myſelf to be ſe. 
cond to none, nulli ſecundum, in teaching theſe 
»things; ſo that a lad may have ay much oo 
„in a private, as in a. public education.“ „An 

„with ſubmiſſion, (anſwered Foſeph), he may get 
vas much vice, witneſs ſeveral country gentlemen, 


„who were educated within five miles of their 
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yawn houſes, and are as wicked as if had 
„known the world from their infancy, — 
„ber when I was in the ſtable, if a young horſe 
„was vicious in his nature, no correction would 
„make him otherwiſe, I take it to be equally the 
lame among men: if a boy be of a miſchievous, 
„wicked inclination, no ſchool, tho' ever fo pri - 
„vate, will ever make him good; on the contra» 
» ry, if he be of a righteous remper, you may truſt 
, him to London, or wherever elſe you pleaſe, he 
„will be in no danger of being corrupted, Beſi- 
„des, I have often heard my maſter ſay, that the 
diſcipline practiſed in public ſchools was much 
y better than that in private.” — „Vou talk like a 
,jackanapes, (ſays Adams), and ſo did your mas» 
„ſter. Diſcipline indeed! becauſe one man ſcour» 
„ges twenty or thirty boys more in a morning 
„than another, is he therefore a better diſciplina« 
,rian? I do preſume to confer in this point with 
„all who have taught from Chicon's time to this 
»day; and if I was maſter of ſix boys only, I 
„would preſerve as good diſcipline among them 
„as the maſter of the greateſt ſchool in the world, 
„I ſay nothing, young man; remember, I ſay no- 
„thing; but if Sir Thomas himſelf had been edu» 
„cated nearer home, and under the tuition of ſo · 
»mebody, remember I name nobody, it might ha- 
„ve been better for him — but his father muſt 
inſtitute him in the knowledge of the world! 
„Nemo mortalium omnibus hovis ſapit.” Foſeph 
eeing him run on in this manner, aſked pardon 
many times, aſſuring him he had no intention to 


. JOSEPH, ANDREWS.” 69 


offend, . „I believe you had not, child, (fd he), 
»and I am not angry with ygu: but for maintai- 
„ning good diſcipline in a ſchool; for this 

And then he ran on as before, named all — 
ſters who ate recorded in old books, and prefers 
red himſelf to them all. Indeed, if this g 
man had any enthuſiaſm, or what the vulgar cal 
a blind ſide, it was this: he thought a ſchoolma- 
ſter the greateſt character in the 2 and him 
ſelf the great of all ſchoolmaſters; neither of 
which points ls would have given up to Alexan- 
der the Great at the bead of his army 


Adams continued his ſubject till they eme 40 
one of the beautifulleſt ſpots of ground in the uni- 
verſe. It was a kind of natural amphitheatre, for- 
med by the winding of a ſmall rivulet, which was 

nted with thick woody, and the trees roſe 
dually above each other by the natural aſcent of 
the ground they ſtood on; which aſcent as they 
hid with their boughs, they ſeemed to have been 
diſpoſed by the deſign of the moſt ſkilful planter. 
The ſoil was ſptead with a verdure'which no paint 
could imitate; and the whole place might have 
raiſed romantic ideas in elder minds than thoſe of 
Foſeph and Fanny, without the aſſiſtance of love. 


Here they arrived about noon, and Foſe 1 
poſed to Adams that they ſhould reſt a while 
in -this delightful place, and refreſh themſelves 
with ſome proviſions which the good-nature of. 
Mrs. Wilſen had provided them with. Adams 
made no objection to the propoſal; ſo down t 
fat, and pulling out a cold fowl, and a bottle of 
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wine, they made a repaſt with a chearfulneſs which 
might have attraded the envy of more ſplendid 
tables. I ſhould nor omit, that they found among 
their proviſions a little paper containing a' piece 
of gold, which Adam imagining had been put 
there by miſtake, would have returned back to re- 
ſtore it; but he was at laſt convinced by Foſeph, 
that Mr. Wilſon had taken this handſome way of 
furniſhing them with's ſupply for their journey, 
on his having related the diſtreſs which they had 
been in, when they were relieved by the gene- 
roſity of the pedlat. Adams faid, he was glad to 
ſee ſuch an inſtance of goodne(s, not ſo much for 
the conveniency which it brought them, as -fox 
the ſake of the doer, whoſe reward would be 
great in heaven, He likewiſe comforted himſelf 
with a reflection, that he, ſhould Chortly have an 
opportunity of returning it him: for the gentle, 
man was within a week to make a journey into 
Somerſetſ hire, to paſs through Adams ' pariſh; 
and had faithfully promiſed to call on him: a cir- 
cumſtance which we thought too immaterial to 
mention before; but which thoſe who have as 
great an affeCtion for that gentleman as ourſelves, 
will rejoice at, as it may give them hopes of ſeeing 
him again, Then Foſeph made a ſpeech on cha- 
rity, which the reader, if he is fo diſpoſed, may 
ſee in the next chapter; for we ſcorn to betray 
him into any ſuch ceadiog, without firſt giving 
him warning, 5 
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Moral refledions by Joſeph 223 with 
tie hunting adventure, and "Parſon 
Adams's miraculous eſcape. | 


N 9 


1 have often wondered, Sir, ſaid 7oſe ok. to obs 
ſerve-ſo few inſtances of charity among mankind; 
for though the goodneſs of man's heart did 

incline him to relieve the diſtreſſes of his fellow- 
creatures, methinks the deſire of honour, ſ hould 
move him to it. What [inſpires a man to, build 
fine houſes, to purchaſe ſine furniture, pictures, 
clothes, and other things at a great expence, but 
an ambition to be reſpected more than other peo : 
ple? - Now, would not one great jact of charity, 
one inſlance of redeeming a poor family from all 
the miſeties of poverty, reſtoring, an unfortunate 
tradeſman, by a ſum of money, to the means of, 
procuring a livelihood by his induſtry, diſcharging 
an undone debtor from his debts or a gaol, or 
any ſuch like example of. goodneſs, create a man 
more honour and reſpe& than he could acquire 
by the fineſt houſe, furniture, pictures, or clothey, - 
that were ever beheld? For not only the object 
himſelf who was thus relieved, but all who heard. 
the name of ſuch a perſon, muſt, I imagine, re- 
verence him infinitely more than the poſſeſſor of 
gll-thoſe other things; which, when we — admi- 
re, we rather praiſe, the builder, the workman, 
the painter, the lace-maker,. the railor, , and the 


reſh | by whoſe i ingenuity they are produced, than 
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the perſon who by his; money makes them his 
own. For my own part, when I have waited be- 
hind my Lady in a room hung with fine pictures, 
while I. have been looking at them, I have never 
once thought .of their owner, nor bath any one 
elſe, as | ever obſerved; for when it has been 
alked whoſe picture that was, it was never once 
anſwered; the maſter's of the houſe, but Ammy- 
toni, Paul Varniſh, Hannibal Scratehi, or Hos 
garthi, which 1 ſuppoſe were the names of the 
inters; but if it was aſked who redeemed ſuch 

2 one out of ptiſon? who lent ſuch a ruined tra- 
deſman money to fet him up? who cloathed that 
family of poor ſmall children? It is very plain 
what muſt be the anſwer. And beſides, theſe great 
folks are miſtaken, if they imagine they get any 
honour at all by theſe means; for I do notꝭ res 
member 1 ever was with my Lady ar any houſe 
where ſhe commended the houſe or furniture, but 
J have heard her, at her return home, make ſport 
and jeer at whatever ſhe had before commenz 
ded: and 1 have been told by other gentlemen in 
livery, that it is the ſame in their families; bur I 
the wiſeſt man in the world, to turn a truly 

ood action into ridicule. ' I defy' him to do it. 

Te who ſhould endeavour it, would be laughed 
at himſelf, inſtead of making others laugh. - No 
body ſcarce doth any good, yet they all agree in 
praiſing thoſe who do. Indeed it is ſtrange that 
all men ſhould conſent in commending goodneſs, 
and no man endeavour to deſerve that commen- 
dation; whilſt, on 'the contrary, all rail at " 
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neſs, and all are as eager to be what they abuſe; 
This I know not the reaſon of; but it is plain as 
day-light to thoſe who converſe in the world, as 
J have done theſe three years. „Are all the great 
folks wicked then?” fays Fauny, To be ſure 
there are ſome exceptions, anſwered Foſeph. So- 
me gentlemen of our cloth report charitable, 
actions done by their Lords and maſters; and [ 
have heard Squire Pope, the great poet, at my 
Lady's table, tell ſtories of a man that lived at a 

lace called Roſs, and another at the Bath, one 
Al— Al— I forget his name, but it is in the book 
of verſes: This gentleman hath built up a ſtately 
houſe too, which the Squire likes very well; but 
his charity is ſeen farther than his houſe, tho! it 


ſtands on a hill, ay, and brings him more honour 


too, It was his charity that put him in the book, 
where the Squire ſays he puts all thoſe who deſer- 
ve it; and, to be ſure, as he lives among all the 
preat people, if there were any ſuch, he would 
now them, — This was all of Mr. Joſeph An- 
drews's ſpeech, which I could get him to recollect, 
which I have delivered as near as was poſlible in 
his own words, with a very ſmall embelliſhmear, 
But I believe the reader hath not been a little ſur- 
priſed at the long ſilence of Parſon Adams, eſpe - 
cially as ſo many occaſions offered themſelves to 
exert his curioſity and obſervation. The truth is, 
he was faſt aſleep, and had ſo been from the be- 
inning, of the preceding narrative: and indeed, 
it the reader conſiders that ſo many hours had 
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paſt ſince he cloſed his eyes, he will not wonder 
at his repoſe, though even Henley himſelf, or as 
great an orator, (it any ſuch be), had been in his 
roſtrum or tub before him. | | 


Joſeph, who, whilſt he was ſpeaking, had con- 
tinned in one attitude, with his head reclining on 
one ſide, and his eyes caſt on the ground, no 
ſooner perceived on looking up, the poſition of 
Adams, who was ſtretched on Hy back, and ſno- 
red louder than the uſual braying of the animal 
with long ears, than he turned towards Fanny, 
and taking her by the hand, began a dalliance, 
which, though conſiſtent with the pureſt innocen- 
ce and decency, neither he would have attempted, 
nor ſhe permitted before any witneſs. Whilſt 
they amuſed themſelves in this harmleſs and de- 
lightfal manner, they heard a pack of hounds ap- 
. Proaching in full cry towards them, and preſent] 
afterwards ſaw a hare pop forth from the w 
and, croſſing the water, land within a few yards 
of them in the meadows, The hare was no ſoo- 
ner on ſhore, than it ſeated itſelf on its hinder 
legs, and liſtened to the ſound of the purſuers. 
Fanny was wonderfully pleaſed with the little 
wretch, and eagerly longed to have it in her arms, 
that ſhe might preſerve it from the dangers which 
ſeemed to threaten it: but the rational part of the 
creation do not always aptly diſtinguiſh their 
friends from their foes; what wonder then if this 
ſilly creature, the moment it beheld her, fled from 
the friend, who would have protected it, and, tra- 


verſing the meadows, again paſt the little rivulet 
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on the oppoſite ſide? It was however ſo ſpent 


and weak, that it fell down twice or thrice in its 
way, This affeQed the render heart of Fanny, 
who exclaimed, with tears in her eyes, againſt 
the barbarity of worrying a poor innocent defen- 
celeſs animal out of his life, and putting it to the 
extremeſt torture for diverſion. She had not much 
time to make reſſections of this kind; for on a 
ſudden the hounds ruſhed thro' the wood, which 
reſounded with their throats, and the throats of 
their retinue, who attended on them on horſe. 
back, The dogs now paſt the rivulet, and pur- 
ſued the footſteps of the hare: five horſemen at- 
tempted to leap over, three of whom ſucceeded, 
and two were, in the attempt, thrown from their 
ſaddles into the water; their companions, and their 


- own horſes too, proceeded after their ſport and 


leſt their friends and riders to invoke the aſſiſtan- 
ce of Fortune, or employ the more active means 
of ſtrength and agility for their deliverance, Jo- 


ſeph, however, was not fo unconcerned on this 


occaſion: he left Fanny for a moment to herſelf, 
and ran to the gentlemen, who were immediately 
on their legs, ſhaking their ears, and eaſily, with 
the help of his hand, attained the bank, (for the 
rivulet was not at all deep); and, without ſtaying 
to thank their kind aſſiſter, ran dripping acroſs 
the meadow, calling to their brother ſportſmen to 
ſtop their horſes, but they heard them not. 


The hounds were now very little behind their 
poor reeling, ſtaggering Prey, which, fainting al- 
" * 1 ; ” 


i. 


his exuvie or ſpoils to the enemy, 
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moſt at every ſtep, crawled thro' the wood, and 
had almoſt got round to the place where Fanny 
ſtood, when it was overtaken by its enemies; and, 
being driven out of the covert, was caught, and 
inſtantly tore to pieces before Fanny's face, who 
was unable to aſſiſt it with any aid more power- 
ful than pity; nor could ſhe prevail on Foſeph, 
who had been himſelf a ſportiman in his youth, 
to attempt any thing contrary to the laws of hun- 
ting, in favour of the hare, which he faid was kil- 
led fairly. 


The hare was caught within a yard or two of 
Adams, who lay aſleep at ſome diſtance from the 
lovers; and the hounds, in devouring it, and pul- 
ling it backwards and forwards, had drawn it fo 
cloſe ro him, that ſome of them (by miſtake, per- 
haps, for the hare's ſkin) laid hold of the ſkirts of 
his caſſock: others, at the ſame time, applyin 
their teeth to his wig, which he had with a er 
kerchief faſtened to his head, began to pull him 

about; and had not the motion of his body had 
more effect on him than ſeemed to be wrought 
the noiſe, they muſt certainly have taſted his 
fleſh, which delicious flavour might have been 
fatal ro him: but being rouſed by theſe thuggings, 
he inſtantly awaked, and, with a jerk, delivering 
his head from his wig, he with moſt admirable 
dexterity recovered his legs, which now ſeemed 
the only members he could entruſt his ſafety to. 
Having therefore eſcaped likewiſe from at leaſt a 
third part of his caſſock, which he willingly left as 
fled with 
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the utmoſt ſpeed he could ſummon to his aſſiſtan- 
ce. Nor let this be any detraction from the bra» 
very of his character; let the number of the ene- 
mies, and the ſurpriſe in which he was taken, be 
conſidered; and if there be any modern fo outra- 
geouſly brave, that he cannot admit of flight in 
any circumſtance whatever, I fay, (but I whiſper 
that ſoftly, and I ſolemnly declare, without any 
intention of giving offence to any brave man in 
the nation), I ſay, or rather I whiſper, that he is 
an ignorant fellow, and hath never read Homer 
nor Virgil, nor knows he any thing of Hector 
or Turnus; nay, he is unacquainted with the hi- 
ſtory of ſome great men living, who, though as 
brave as lions, ay, as tigers, have run away, the 
Lord knows how far, add the Lord knows why, 
to the ſurpriſe of their friends, and the entertain» 
ment of their enemies. But if perſons of ſuch 
heroic diſpoſition are a little offended at the beha- 
viour of Adams, we aſſure them they ſhall be as 
much pleaſed at what we ſhall immediately relate 
of Foſeph Andrews. The maſter of the pack was 
juſt arrived, or, as the ſportſmen call ir, come in, 
when Adams ſet out, as we have before mentio- 
ned, This gentleman was generally faid to be a 
great lover of humour; but not to mince the 
matter, eſpecially as we are upon this ſubject, he 
was a great Hunter of Men: indeed he had hi- 
therto 'tollowed the ſport only with dogs of his 
own ſpecies; for he kept two or three couple of 
barking curs for that uſe only. However, as he 
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thought he had now found a man nimble enough, 
he was willing to indulge himſelf with the other 
ſport; and — crying out: Stole away, 
encouraged the hounds to purſue Mr. Adams, 
ſwearing it was the largeſt jack-hare he ever ſaw: 
at the ſame time hallooing and hooping as if a 
conquered foe was flying before him: in which 
he was imitated by theſe two or 'three couple of 
human, or rather two-legged curs on horſeback 
which we have mentioned before, 


Now thou, whoever thou att, whether a mu- 
ſe, or by what other name ſoever thou chuſeſt to 
be called, who preſideſt over Biography, and haſt 
inſpired all the writers of lives in theſe our times: 
Thou who didſt infuſe ſuch wonderful humour 
into the pen of immortal Gulliver; who haſt ca- 
refully guided the jugdment, whilſt thou haſt 
exalted the nervous manly ſtyle of thy Mallet: 
thou who hadſt no hand in that dedication and pre- 
face, or the tranſlations which thou wouldſt wil · 
lingly have ſtruck out of the life of Cicero: laſtly, 
thou who, without the aſſiſtance of the leaſt ſpice 
of litterature, and even againſt his inclination, haſt, 
in ſome pages of his book, forced Colley Cibber 
to write Engliſh; do thou aſſiſt me in what 1 
find myſelf unequal to: do thou introduce on the 
plain the young, the gay, the brave Foſeph An- 
drews, whilſt men ſhall view him with admira- 
tion and envy; tender virgins with love and an- 
xious concern for his ſafety, 8 


No ſooner did Joſeph Andrews perceive the 
diſtreſs of his friend, when firſt the quick-ſcenting 
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dogs attacked him, than he graſped his cudgel in 
his right hand, a cudgel which his father had of 
his grandfather, to whom a mighty ſtrong man of 
Kent had given it for a preſent in that day when 
he broke three heads on the ſtage. It was a cud- 
gel of mighty ſtrength and wonderful-art, made 
by one of Mr. Deard's beſt workmen, whom no 
other artificer can equal; and who hath made all 


thoſe ſticks which the beaus have lately walked 


with about the Park in a morning: but this was 
far his maſter-piece; on its head was ingraved 'a 
noſe and chin, which might have been miſtaken 


for a pair of nut- crackers. The learned have ima- 
gined it deſigned to repreſent the Gorgon, but it 


was in fact copied from the face of a certain long 
Engliſh baronet of infinite wit, humour, and gra- 
vity. He did intend to have ingraved here many 
hiſtories: as the firſt night of Captain B—'s play, 
where you would have ſeen critics in embroidery 
tranſplanted from the boxes to the pit, whoſe an- 
cient inhabitants were exalted to the galleries, whe- 
re they played on catcalls. He did intend to ha- 
ve painted an auction - room, where Mr. Cock 
would have appeared aloft in his pulpit, trumpe- 
ting forth the praiſes of a China baſon, and with 
aſtoniſhment wondering that: „Nobody bids more 
„for that fine, that ſuperb,” Ile did intend to 
have engraved many other things, but was forced 


No ſooner had Foſeph grafped his cadgel in 
his hands, than lightning darted from his eyes 
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and the heroic youth, ſwift of foot, ran with the 
utmoſt ſpeed to his friend's aſſiſtance. He over- 
took him juſt as Reckwood had laid hold, of the 
ſkirt of his caſſock, which being torn, hung to 
the ground, Reader, we would make a ſimile on 
this occaſion, but for two reaſons; the firft is, it 
would interrupt the deſcription, which ſ hould be 
rapid in this part; but that doth not weigh much, 
many precedeats. occurring for ſuch an interru- 
ption: the ſecond, and much the greater reaſon 
is, that we could find no ſimile adequate to our 
purpoſe: for indeed, what inſtance could we bring 
to ſet before our reader's eyes at once the idea of 
friendſ hip, courage, youth, beauty, ſtrength and 
ſwiftneſs; all which blazed in the perſon of Jo- 
ſeph Andrews. Let thoſe therefore that deſcribe 
lions and tigers, and heroes fiercer than both, raiſe 
their poems or plays with the ſimile of Foſeph 
2 who is himſelf above the reach of any 

ile. 0 


Now Rockwood had laid faſt hold on the par- 
ſon's ſkirts, and ſtopt his flight; which Foſeph 
no ſooner perceived, than he levelled his cudgel 
at his head, and laid him ſprawling. Fowler and 
Ringwood then fell on his great coat, and had un- 
doubtedly brought him to the ground, had not 
Joſeph, collecting all his force, given Fowler ſuch 
a rap on the back, that, quitting his hold, he ran 
| howling over the plain: a harder fate remained 
for thee, o Ringwood; Ringwood, the beſt bound 
that ever purfued a hare, who gever threw his 
tongue but where the ſcent was undoubtedly true; 
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at trailing ; and ſure in a highway, no babbler, 
—— reſpected by the whole pack, 
who, whenever he opened, knew the game was 
at hand: he fell by the ſtroke of Foſeph ! Thun- 
der and Plunder, and Wonder and blunder,” wes 
re the next victims of his wrath, and meaſured 
their lengths on the ground. Then Fairmaid, a 
bitch which Mr. John Temple had bred up in his 
own houſe, and fed at bis own table, and lately 
ſent the Squire fifty miles for a preſent, ran fier- 
cely at Zoſeph, and bit him by the leg; no dog 
was ever fiercer than ſhe, being deſcended from 
an Amazonian breed, and had worried bulls in 
her own country, but now waged an unequal 
fight; and had ſhared the fate of thoſe we have 
mentioned before, had not Diana (the reader may 
believe or not as he pleaſes,) in that inſtant inter- 
poſed, and in the ſhape of the huntſman ſnatched 
her favourite up in her arms. 2 
The parſon now faced about, and with his 
crabſtick felled many to the earth, and ſcattered 
others, till he was attacked by Ceſar, and pulled to 
the ground. Then Joſeph flew to his reſcue, and 
with ſuch might fell on the victor, that, o eternal 
blot to his name! (;eſar ran yelping away, ' 
The battle now raged with the moſt dreadful 
violence, when, lo! the huntſman, a man. of years 
and dignity, lifted his voice, and called his hounds 
from the fight; telling them in a language they 
underſtood, that it was in vain to contend longer; 
for that Fate had decreed the victoty to their ens · 
V 
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Thus far the muſe hath, with her uſual dignity, 
related this prodigious battle, a battle we 'appre- 
hend never equalled by any poet, romance or life. 
writer whatever, and having' brought ir to a con- 
cluſion, ſhe ceaſed: we ſ hall therefore proceed in 
our ordinary ſtyle with the continuation of this hi- 
tory. The Squire and his companions, whom the 
figure of Adams, and the pallantry of Foſeph, had 
firſt thrown into a violent fit of laughter, and who 
had hitherto beheld the engagement with more'de- 
light than any chace, fhooting - match, race, cock- 
fighting, bull or bear-baiting had ever given them, 
began now to apprehend the danger of their hounds, 
many of which lay ſprawling in the fields. The 
Squire, therefore, having 1 called his friends 
about him, as guards for ſafety of his perſon, rode 
manſully up to the combatants, and, ſummoning 
all the terror he was maſter of into his countenan- 
ce, demanded with an authoritative voice of Foſeph, 
what he meant by aſſaulting his dogs in that man- 
ner. Foſeph anſwered with great intrepidity, that 
they had firſt fallen on his friend; and if they had 
belonged to the greateſt man in the kingdom, he 
would have treated them in the ſame way ; for 
whilſt his veins contained a ſingle drop of blood, 
he would not ſtand idle by, and ſee that gentle- 
man (pointing to Adams) abuſed either by man or 
beaſt: and having ſo faid,, both he and Adams 
brandiſhed their wooden weapons, and put them- 
ſelves into ſuch a poſture, that the Squire and his 
company thought proper to preponderate, ' before 
they offered to revenge the cauſe of their four- 
footed allies, 6 4 
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Alt this inſtant Fanny, whom the apprehenſion 
of Joſeph's danger had alarmed ſo much, that, for- 
getting her own, ſhe had made the utmoſt expe- 
dition, came up. The Squire and all the horſemen 
were ſo ſurpriſed with her beauty, that they im- 
mediately fixed both their eyes and thoughts —_ 
on her, every one declaring he had never ſeen ſo 
charming a creature. Neither mirth not anger 
engaged them a moment longer; but all fat in 
ſilent amaze. The huntſman only was ſree from 
her attraction, who was buſy in cutting the ears 
of the dogs, and endeavouring to recover them to 
life: in which he ſucceeded fo well, that only two 
of no great note remained ſlaughtered on the field 
of action. Upon this the huntſman declared: Twas 
well it was no worſe; for his part he could not 
blame the gentleman, and wondered his maſter 
would encourage the dogs to hunt Chriſtians; that 
it was the ſureſt way to ſpoil them, to make them 
follow vermin, inſtead of ſticking to a hare. 


The Squire being informed of the little miſchief 
that had been done, and perhaps having mote miſ⸗ 
chief of another kind in his head, accoſted Mr, 
Adams with a more favourable afpeQ than before: 
he told him he was ſorry for what had happened; 
that he had endeavoured all he could, to prevent 
it the moment he was acquainted with his cloth, 
and greatly commended the courage of his ſervant; 
for ſo he imagined Joſeph to be. He then invited 
Mr. Adams to dinner, and deſired the young wo- 
man might come with him, Adams refuſed a long 
while; but the invitation was repeated with ſo 
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much earneſtneſs and courteſy, that at length he 
was forced to accept it, His wig and had, and 
other ſpoils of the field being, gathered together 
by Foſeph, (for otherwiſe probably they would have 
been ſorgotten,) he put himſelf into the beſt order 
he could; and then the horſe and foot moved for- 
ward in the ſame pace towards the Squire's houſe, 
which ſtood at a very little diſtance, 


Whilſt they were onthe road, the lovely Fanny 
attracted the eyes of all; they endeavoured to out- 
vie one another in encomiums on her _— 
which the reader will pardon my not relating, 
they had not any thing newor uncommon int hn 
fo muſt he likewiſe my not ſetting down the many 
curious jeſts which were made on Adams; ſome 
of them declaring that parſon-hunting was the beſt 
ſport in the world; others commending his ſtand- 
ing at bay, which they ſaid he had done as well as 

badger; with ſuch like merriment, which, 
—4— it would il} become the dignity of this 
hiſtory, afforded much laughter and diverſion to 


the Squire and his facetious companions. 


CHAP. VIL 


4 ſeene of roaſting, very nicely adapted to 
the preſent taſte and times. 


1 e at the Squire's houſe juſt as his 
dinner was ready, A little diſpute aroſe on the 


account of Fanny, whom the Squire, who was 3 
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batchelor, was deſirous to place at his own table: 
bur ſhe would not conſent, nor would Mr. Adams 
| permit her to be parted from Foſeph; ſo that ſhe 

was at length with him conſigned over to the 
kitchen, where the ſervants were ordered to make 
him drunk; 2 favour which was likewiſe intended 
for Adams; which deſign being executed, the 
Squire thought he ſhould eaſily accompliſh what 
he had, when he firſt ſaw her, intended to perpe- 
trate with Fanny, My 


It may not be improper, before we proceed 
farther, to open a little the character of this gent- 
leman, and that of his friends, The maſter of this 
houſe, then, was a man of a very conſiderable for- 
tune, a batchelor, as we have faid, and about fo 
years of age: he had been educated (if we may 
the expreſſion) in the country, and at his own 
home, under the care of his mother and a tutor, 
who had orders never to correct him, nor to com- 
pel him to learn more than he liked, which it 
ſeems was very little, and that only in his child- 
hood; for from the age of fifteen he addicted him- 
ſelf entirely to hunting, and other rural amuſe- 
ments, for which his mother took care to equip 
him with horſes, hounds, and all other neceffaries; 
and his tutor, endeavouring to ingratiate himſelf 
with his young pupil, who would, he knew, be 
able handſomely to provide for him, became his 
companion, not only at theſe exerciſes, bur like- 
wiſe over a bottle, which the young Squire had 2 
very early reliſh for, At the age of twenty his 
mother began to think ſhe had not fulfilled the 
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duty of a parent; ſhe therefore reſolved to perſua- 
de her ſon, if poſſible, to that which ſhe imagined 
would well ſupply all that he might have learned 
at a public ſchool or univerſity: this is what they 
commonly call travelling; which, with the help 
of the tutor, who was fixed on to attend him, ſhe 
eaſily ſucceeded in. He made in three years the 
tour of Europa, as they term it, and returned ho- 
me well furniſhed with French clothes, phraſes, 
and ſervants, with a hearty contempt for his own 
country; eſpecially what had any favour of the 
plain ſpirit and honeſty of our anceſtors. His mo- 
ther greatly applauded herſelf at his return; and 
now being maſler of his own fortune, he ſoon pro- 
cured himſelf a ſeat in parliament, and was in the 
common opinion one of the finelt gentlemen of his 
age: but what diſtinguiſhed him chiefly , was a 
ſtrange delight which he took in every thing which 
is ridiculous, odious, and abſurd in his own ſpe- 
cies, ſo that he never choſe a companion without 
one or-more of theſe ingredients, and thoſe who 
were marked by nature in the moſt eminent de- 
gree with them, were moſt his favourites; if he 
ever found a man who either had not, or endea- 
voured to conceal theſe impetfections, he took 
great pleaſure in inventing methods of forcing him 
into abſurdities which were not natural to him, or 
in drawing forth and expoſing thoſe that were; for 
which purpoſe he was always provided with a ſet 
of fellows whom we have before called curs, and 
who did indeed no great honour to the canine kind: 


their buſineſs was to hunt out and diſplay every 
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thing that had any ſavour of the above mentioned 
qualities, and eſpecially in the graveſt and beſt 
characters: but if they failed in their ſearch, they 
were to turn even Virtue and Wiſdom themſelves 
into ridicule, for the diverſion of their maſter and 
feeder. The gentlemen- of cur-like diſpoſition, 
who were now at his houſe, and whom he had 
brought with him from London, were an old halts 
pay officer, a player, a dull poet, a quack-doQor, 
a ſcraping fidler, and a lame German dancing» 
maſter, 


As ſoon as dinner was ſerved, while Mr. Adams 
was ſaying grace, the captain conveyed his chair 
from behind him; fo that when he endeavoured to 
ſeat himſelf, he fell down on the ground, and thus 
compleated joke the firſt, to the great entertain- 
ment of the whole company. The ſecond joke 
was performed by the poet, who fat next him on 
the other ſide, and tookan opportunity, while poor 
Adams was reſpectfully drinking to the maſter of 
the houſe, to overturn a plate of ſoup into his 
breeches; which with the many apologies he ma- 
de, and the parſon's gentle anſwers, cauſed much 
mirth in the company. Joke the third was ſerved 
up by one of the waiting-men, . who had been or- 
dered to convey a quantity of gin into Mr. Adams's 
ale, which he declaring to be the beſt liquor he 
drank, but rather too rich of the malt, contributed 
again to their laughter, ,Mr, Adams, from whom 
we had moſt of this relation, could not recolle& 
all the jeſts of this kind praQtiſed on him, which 
the inoffenſive diſpoſition of his own heart made 


— . 
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by no means been able to come at the knowledge 
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him ſlow in diſcovering; and indeed, had it nor 


been for the information which we received from 
a ſervant of the family, this part of our hiſtory, 
which we take to be none of the leaſt curious, muſt 
have been deplorably imperfect; tho' we muſt own 


it probable, that ſome more jokes were (as they 


call it) cracked during their dinner; but we have 


of them. When dinner was removed, the 
began to repeat ſome verſes, which he ſaid were 
made ex rempore. The following is a copy of them, 
procured with the greateſt difficulty. 


An ex tempore Poem on Parſon Adams, 


Did ever mortal ſuch a parſon view, 

His caſſock old, his wig not over-new? _ 

Well mige the hounds have him for fox miſta 
en, | 

In ſmell more like to that than ruſty bacon, *) 

But would it not make any mortal ſtare, 

To fee this parſon taken for a hare. 

Could Phabus err thus grofsly, even he 

For a good player might have taken thee, 


At which words the bard whip'd off the player's 
wig, and received the approbation of the company, 
rather perhaps for the dexterity of his hand than 
his head. The player, inſtead of retorting the jeſt 
on the poet, began to diſplay his talents on the ſa- 
me ſabjett. He repeated many ſcraps of wit out 

| | of 


*) All hounds that will hunt fox or other vermin, will 
hunt a piece of ruſty bacon trailed on the ground. 
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of plays, reflecting on the whole body of the Cler- 

, Which were received with great acclamations 
by all preſent. It was now the dancing - maſter's 
turn to exhibit his talents: he therefore, addreſſing 


| himſelf ro Adams in broken Engliſh, told him, he 


was a man very well made for de dance, and he 
ſuppoſe, by his walk, dat he had learn of ſome 
great maſter, He ſaid, it was ver pretty quality 
in Clergyman to dance; and concluded with deſi- 
ring him to dance a minuet: telling him, his caſ- 
ſock would ſerve for petticoats; and that he would 
himfelf be his partner. At which words, without 
waiting for an anſwer, he pulled out his gloves, and 
the fiddler was preparing his fiddle. The compa- 
ny all offered the dancing- maſter wagers that the 
parſon outdanced him, which he refuſed, ſaying: 
,He believed ſo too; for he had never ſeen any 
„man in his life who looked de dance ſo well as 
,de gentleman:” He then ſtepped forward to take 
Adams by the hand, which the latter haſtily with- 
drew, and at the ſame time clenching his fiſt, ad- 
viſed him not to carry the jeſt roo far, for he would 
not endure being put upon. The dancing-maſter 
no ſooner ſaw the fiſt than he prudently retired out 
of its reach, and ſtood aloof, mimickin Adams, 
whoſe eyes were fixed on him, not gueſſing what 
he was at, but to avoid his laying hold on him, 
which he had once attempted. In the mean while, 
the captain perceiving an opportunity, pinned a 
cracker or devil to the caſſock, and then lighted 
it with their little ſmoking-candle. Adams being 
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a ſtranger to this ſport, and believing he had been 
blown up in reality, ſtarted from his chair, and 
jumped about the room, to the infinite joy of the 
beholders, who declared he was the beſt dancer 
in the univerſe. As ſoon as the devil had done 
tormenting him, and he had a little recovered his 
confuſion, he returned to the table, ſtanding up in 
the poſture of one who intended to make a ſpeech. 
They all cried out, hear him, hear him; and he 
then ſpoke in the following manner: „Sir, I 
„am ſorry to fee one to whom Providence hath 
„been ſo bountiful in beſtowing his favours, make 
ſo ill and ungrateful a return for them; for tho? 
„you have not inſulted me yourſelf, it is viſible 
„you have delighted in thoſe that do it, nor have 
„once diſcouraged the many rudeneſſes which 
„have been ſhewn towards me; indeed towards 
yourſelf, if you rightly underſtood them: for I 
„am your gueſt, and by the laws of hoſpitality in- 
„titled K your 9 — N gentleman hath 
thought proper to produce ſome poetry upon me, 
„of which I ſhall only fay, that I had — be 
„the ſubje& then the compoſer. He hath been 
,pleaſed to treat me with diſreſpe& as a parſon. I 
apprehend my order is not the obje& of ſcorn, 
„nor that I can become ſo, unleſs by being a dif- 
„grace to it, which I hope poverty will never be 
led. Another gentleman, indeed, hath 
ted ſome ſentences, where the order itſelf is 
„mentioned with contempt, He ſays they are ta- 
„ken from plays. I am ſure ſuch plays are a ſcan- 
„dal to the government which permits them, and 
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„eutſed will be the nation where they are repre - 
„ſented. How others have treated me, I need not 
„obſerve; they themſelves, when they reflect, muſt 
„allow the behaviour to be as improper to my years 

„as to my cloth. Vou found me, Sir, travelling 
„with two of my pariſhioners, (I omit your hounds 
„falling on me; for | have quite forgiven it, wheter | 
„it, proceeded from the wantonneſs or.negligence of 
„the huntſman;) my appearance might very well 
perſuade you that your invitation was an act of 
„charity, tho in reality we were well provided; 
„yes, Sir, if we had had an hundred miles to tra- 
„vel, we had ſufficient to bear our expences in a 
„noble manner.” (At which words he produced 
the half guinea which was found in the baſket. 
„I do not ſhew you this out of oſtentation of ri- 
„ches, but to convince you I ſpeak truth. Your 
{eating me at your table was an honour which I 
„did not ambitiouſly affect. When 1 was here, I 
yendeavoured to behave towards you with the ut- 
„moſt reſpe&; if I have failed, it was not with 
deſign; nor could I, certainly, fo far be guilty 
„as to deſerve the inſults I have ſuffered, If they 
»were meant, therefore, either to my order or 
„my poverty, (and you fee I am not very poor, ) 
„the ſhame doth not ly at my door, and [ heartily 

„ptay that the ſin may be averted from yours,” 

He thus finiſ hed, and received a general clap from 
the whole company, Then the gentleman of the 
houſe told him, „he was ſorry for what had hap- 

ypened: that he could not accuſe him of any ſhare 
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„in it: that the verſes were, as himſelf had well 
obſerved, ſo bad, that he might eaſily anſwer 
„them; and for the ſerpent, it was undoubtedly 
„d very great affront done him by the dancing- 
,maſter, for which, if he well threſhed him, as 
„he deſerved, he ſhould be very much pleaſed 
„to ſee it,” (in which probably he ſpoke truth.) 
Adams anſwered: ,, Whoever had done it, it was 
„not his profeſſion to puniſ h him that way; but 
for the perſon whom he had accuſed, I am a wit- 
„neſs, (ſays he,) of his innocence; for I had my 
„eye on him all the while. Whoever he was, 
„God forgive him, and beſtow on him a little mo- 
„te ſenſe as well as humanity.” The captain an- 
ſwered with a ſurly look and accent, „ that he hoped 
„he did not mean to reflect on him; d—n him, 
had as much immannity as another, and if any 
„man ſaid he had not, he would convince him of 
„his miſtake by cutting his throat,” Adams ſmiling 
faid: „he believed he had ſpoke right by accident. 
To which the captain returned: ,,what do you 
„mean by my ſpeaking right? If you was not a 
»parſon, I would not take theſe words; but your 
»gown protects you. If any man who wears a 
„ſword had faid ſo much, I had pulled him by the 
noſe before this. Adams replied: if he attempted 
»any rudeneſs to his perſon, he would not find 
„any protection for himſelf in his gown; and, 
clenching his fiſt, declared, „he had threſhed 
„many a ſtouter man.” The gentleman did all he 
could to. encourage this warlike diſpoſition in 
Adams, and was in hopes to have produced a 
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battle: but he was diſappointed; for the captain 
made no other anſwer than: „It is very well you 


„are a parſon;” and fo drinking off a bumper to 


old mother church, ended the diſpute. 
Then the doctor, who had hitherto been ſilent, 


and who was the graveſt, but moſt miſchievous 


dog of all, in a very pompous ſpeech highly ap- 
plauded what Adams had faid, and as much diſcom- 


mended the behaviour to him, He proceeded ro 


encomiums on the church and poverty: and laſtl 


recommended forgiveneſs of what had paſs'd to 


Adams, who immediately anſwered: ,, That every 
„thing was forgiven;” and, in the warmth of his 
goodneſs, he filled a bumper of ſtrong beer, (a li- 


quor he preferred to wine,) and drank a health to 
the whole company, ſhaking the captain and the 


poet heartily by the hand, and addreſſing himſelf 
with great reſpe& to the doctor; who indeed had 


not laughed outwardly at any thing that paſs'd, as 


he had a perfect command of his muſcles and could 
laugh inwardly without betraying the leaſt ſymptoms 
in his countenance. The door now began a ſecond 
formal ſpeech, in which he declaimed againſt all le- 
vity of converſation, and what is uſually called 
mirth, He ſaid: „there were amuſements fitted 
»for the perſons of all ages and degrees, from the 
rattle to the diſcuſſing a point in philoſophy, and 
„that men diſcovered themſelves in nothing more 
„than in the choice of their amuſements; for 
»(lays he) as it muſt greatly raiſe our expectation 


vol the future conduct in life of boys, whom in 
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„their tender years we perceive, inſtead of taw 
„or balls, or other childiſh play-things, to chuſe, 
„at their leiſure hours, to exerciſe their genius in 
„contentions of wit, learning, and ſuch like; ſo 
„muſt it inſpire one with equal contempt of a 
„man, if we ſhould diſcover him playing at taw 
„or other childiſh play,” Adams highly com- 
mended the doQor's opinion, and ſaid: „he had 
„often wondered at ſome paſſages in ancient Au- 
„thors, where Scipio, Lælius, and other great 
„men, were repreſented to have paſſed many hours 
„in amuſements of the moſt trifling kind.” The 
doctor replied, „he had by him an old Greek ma- 
„nuſcript, where a favourite diverſion of Socrates 
„was recorded. Ay, fays the parſon eagerly, 
„I ſhould be moſt infinitely obliged to you for 
„the favour of peruſing it.” The doctor promi- 
ſed to ſend it him: and further ſaid, „that he be- 
„lieved he could deſcribe it. I think, (fays he) 
„as near as I can remember, it was this, I here 
„was a throne erected, on one ſide of which fat 
„a king, and on the other a queen with their 
„guards and attendants ranged on both ſides; to 
„them was introduced an ambaſſador, which part 
„Socrates always uſed to perform himſelf; and 
„when he was led up to the footſteps of the 
„ throne, he addreſſed himſelf to the monarchs in 
ſome grave ſpeech, full of virtue, and goodneſs, 
yand morality, and ſuch like, After which he 
„was ſeated between the king and queen, and 
„royally entertained, This I think was the chief 
»part — Perhaps I may have forgot ſome particu- 
»lars; for it is long ſince I read it.” Adams faid, 
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it was indeed a diverſion worthy the relaxation 
of fo great a man; and thought, ſomething reſem- 
bling ſhould be inſtituted among our great 
men, inſtead of cards and other idle paſtime, in 
which he was informed they trifled away roo much 
of their lives. He added, the Chriſtian religion 
was a nobler ſubje& for theſe ſpeeches than any So- 
crates could have invented. The gentleman of the 
houſe approved what Mr. Adams ſaid, and decla- 
red, he was reſolved to perform the ceremony this 
very evening. To which the doctor objected, as no 
one was prepared with a ſpeech: „unleſs (faid he, 
„turning to Adams with a gravity of countenan- 


„ce which would have deceived a more knowing 


„man, ) you have a ſermon about you, Doctor — 
wi (fays Adams,) I never travel without one, 
„for fear of what may happen.” - He was eaſily 
revailed on by his worthy triend, as he now cal- 
2 the der to undertake the part of the am- 


baſſador; ſo that the gentleman ſent immediate or- 


dersto have the throne erected; which was perfor- 


med before they had drank two bottles; and per- 


haps the reader will hereafter have no great reaſon 
to admire the nimbleneſs of the ſervants, Indeed, 
to confeſs the truth, the throne was no more than 
this; there was a great tub of water provided, on 
each ſide of which were placed two ſtools raiſed 
higher chan the ſurface of the tub, and over the 
whole was laid a blanket; on theſe ftools were pla- 
ced the king and queen, namely, the maſter of the 
houſe and the captain. And now the ambaſſhdoe 


was SPY between the poet and = doctor, 
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who, having read his ſermon, to the great enter 
tainment of all preſent, was led up to his place, 


and ſeated between their Majeſties. 1 hey imme 


diately roſe up, when the blanket, wanting its ſup» 
ports at either end, gave way, and ſouſed Adam: 
over head and ears in the water; the captain made 
his eſcape, but unlukily the gentleman himſelf not 
being as nimble as he ought, Adams caught hold 
of him before he deſcended from his throne, and 
pulled him in with him, to the entire ſecret ſatis- 
faction of all the company. Adams, after _— 
the ſquire twice or thrice, leapt out of the tub, an 
looked ſharp for the doctor, whom he would cer- 
tainly have conveyed to the ſame place of honour; 
but he had wiſely withdrawn: he then fearched for 
his crabſtick: — having found that, as well as his 
fellow travellers, he declared he would not ſtay a 
moment longer in ſuch a houſe. He then depar- 
ted, without taking leave of his hoſt, whom he had 
exated a more ſevere revenge on than he inten- 
ded: for as he did not uſe ſufficient care to dry 
himſelf in time, he caught a cold by the accident, 
which threw him into a fever __ had like to have 
colt him his life. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Fhick ſome readers will think too ſhort, 


and others too long. 


A dams, and Joſeph, who was no leſs enraged 


than his friend at the treatment he met with, went 
out with their ſticks in their hands, and carried off 
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Fanny, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the ſer- 


JOSEPH ANDREWS. 97 


vants, who did all, without proceeding to violen- 
ce, in their power to detain them. - They walked 
as faſt as they could, not ſo much from any appre- 
henſion of being purſued, as that Mr. Adams might, 
by exerciſe, prevent any harm from the water, 

he gentleman, who had given ſuch orders to his 
ſervants concerning Fanny, that he did not in the 
leaſt, fear her getting away, no ſooner heard that 
ſhe was gone, than he began to rave, and imme- 
diately diſpatched ſeveral with orders, either, to 
bring her back, or never return. The poet, the 
player, and all but the dancing maſter and doctor, 
went on this errand. e wr 


The night was very dark, in which our friends 
began their journey; however, they made ſuch 
expedition, that they ſoon arrived at an inn, which 
was at ſeven miles diſtance, Here they unani- 
mouſly conſented to paſs the evening, Mr, Adams 
being now as dry as he was before he had ſet out 


on his embaſſy, 

The inn, which indeed we might call an ale- 
houſe, had not the words: the New Inn, been 
writ on the ſign, afforded them no better provi- 
ſion than bread and cheeſe, and ale; on which, 
however, they made a very comfortable meal; 
for hunger is better than a French cook, 


They had no ſooner ſupped, than Adams, re- 
turning thanks to the Almighty for his food, de- 
clared he had eat his homely commons with much 
greater ſatisfaction than ors dinner, and 
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expreſſed great contempt for the folly of mankind, 
who ſacrificed their hopes of heaven to the acquis 
ſition of vaſt wealth; ſince ſo much comfort was 
to be found in the humbleſt ſtate and the loweſt 
roviſion. „Very true,” ſays a grave man, who, 
ſat ſmoking his pipe by the fire, and who 'was'a 
traveller as well as himſelf; „I have often been 
„as much ſurpriſed as you are, when I conſider 
„the value which mankind in general ſet on ri- 
ches; ſince every day's experience ſhews us 
„how little is in their power; for what indeed 
truly deſirable can they beſtow on us? Can they 
„give beauty to the deformed, ſtrength to the 
„weak, or health to the infirm? Surely. if t 
could, we ſhould not ſee ſo many ill tavoured 
„faces hqgunting the aſſemblies of the great, nor 
„would ſuch numbers of feeble wretches languiſh 
„in their coaches and palaces, No, not the wealth 
„of a kingdom can purchaſe any paint to dreſs pa» 
„le uglineſs in the bloom of that young maiden, 
„nor any drugs to equip diſeaſe with the vigour 
„of that young man. Do not riches bring us ſoli- 
„eitude inſtead of reſt, envy inſtead of affection, 
„and danger inſtead of ſafety? Can they prolong 
„their own poſſeſſion, or lengthen his days, who 
„enjoys them? So far otherwiſe, that the ſloth, 
„the luxury, the care which attend them, ſhorten 
the lives of millions, and bring them with pain 
„and miſery to an untimely grave. Where then 
„is their value, if they can neither embelliſh- or 
y„ſtrengthen our forms, ſweeten or prolong our 
„lives? Again — Can they adorn the mind more 
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„than the body? Do they not rather ſwell the 
„heart with vanity, puff up the cheeks with pride, 
„ſhut our ears to every call of virtue, and our 
„bowels to every motive of compaſſion.” „Give 
„me your hand, brother, (faid Adams in à raptu- 
„re); for I ſuppoſe you are a Clergyman.” „No 
„truly, anſwered the other, (indeed he was a 
prieſt of the church of Rome; but thoſe who un- 
derſtand our laws, will not wonder he was not 
over-ready to own it.) „Whatever you are, (cries 
Adams), you have ſpoken my ſentiments: I be- 
„lieve I have preached every ſyllable of your 
»{peech twenty times over: for it hath always ap- 
»peared to me eaſier for a cable rope (which, by 
„the way, is the true rendering of that word we 
»have tranſlated camel), to go through the eye of 
„a needle, than for a rich man to get into the 
»kingdom of heaven.” ,, Thar, Sir, (faid the other), 
„will be eaſily granted you by divines, and is de- 
„plorably true: but as the proſpect of our good 
„at a diſtance doth not ſo ſorcibly affect us, it 
„might be of ſome ſervice to mankind to be made 
„thoroughly ſenſible, which I think they might be 
„with very little ſerious attention, that even the 
»bleſlings of this world are not to be purchaſed 
„with riches, A doctrine, in my opinion, not 
„only metaphyſically, but, if I may ſo ſay, mathe · 
ymatically demonſtrable; and which I have been 
„always fo perfectly convinced of, that | have a 
„contempt for nothing ſo much as for gold.” 
Adams now began a long diſcourſe; but as moſt 
which he ſaid occurs among many Authors who 
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have treated this ſubjeQ, I ſhall omit inſerting ir. 
During its continuance Foſeph and Fanny retired | 
to reſt, and the hoſt likewiſe left the room, | 
When the Engliſh parſon had concluded, the Ro- 
miſh zelumed the diſcourſe, which he continued 
with great bitterneſs and invedtive; and at laſt 
ended, by deſiring Adams to lend him eighteen 
pence to pay his reckoning; promiſing, if he ne- 
ver paid him, he might be aſſured of his prayers, 
The good man anſwered, that eighteem pence 
would be too little to carry him any very long 
journey; that he had half a guinea in his pocker, 
which he would divide with him. He then fell 
to ſearching his pockets, but could find no mo- 
ney; for indeed the company with whom he di- 
ned, had paſt one jeſt upon him which we did 
not then enumerate , had picked his pocket 
of all that treaſure which he had ſo oſtentatiouſ! 
produced. | p 
„Bleſs me, (cried Adams), I have certainly loſt 
wit; I can never have ſpent it, Sir, as I am a 
» Chriſtian, I had a whole half guinea in my po- ; 
»Cket this morning, and have not now a ſingle | 
»balfpenny of it left. Sure the devil muſt have 
„taken it from me.” „Sir, (anſwered the prieſt 
}{miling), you need make no excuſes; if you are 
„not willing to lend me the money, I am conten- | 
_ red.” „Sir, (cries Adams), if I had the greateſt ' 
ſum in the world; ay, if I had ten pounds about N 
„me, I would beſtow it all to reſcue any Chri- 
- ſtian from diſtreſs, I am more vexed at my loſs 
„on your account than my own. Was ever any 
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,thing ſo unlucky? becauſe I have no money in 
„my pocket, I ſhall be ſuſpected to be no Chri- 
„ſtian.“ „I am more unlucky, (quoth the other), 
„if you are as generous as you ſay: for really a 
„crown would have made me happy, and con- 
„veyed me in plenty to the place I am going, 
„which is not above twenty miles off, and where 
„I can arrive by to-morrow night. I aſſure you 
„I am not accuſtomed to travel pennyleſs. I am 
„but juſt arrived in England; and we were forced 
„by a ſtorm in our paſſage to throw all we had 
overboard, I don't ſuſpe& but this fellow will 
wake my word for the trifle I owe him; but I 
„hate to appear ſo mean as to conieſs myſelf with- 
„out a ſhilling to ſuch people; for theſe, and in- 
yyeed too many others, know little difference in 
„their eſtimation between a beggar and a thief.” 
However, he thought he ſhould deal better with 
the hoſt that evening than the next morning; he 
therefore reſolved to ſet out immediately, not- 


withſtanding the darkneſs; and, accordingly, as - 


ſoon as the hoſt returned, he communicated to 
him the ſituation of his affairs; upon which the 


hoſt ſcratching his head, anſwered: „Why, I do 


„not know, maſter, if it be fo, and you have no 
„money, I muſt truſt, I think, though I had ra- 
„ther always have ready money if I could; but, 
„marry. you look like fo honeſt a gentleman, that 
„l don't fear your paying me, if it was twenty ti- 
„mes as much,” The prieſt made no reply, but 
taking leave of him and Adams as faſt as he could, 
not without confuſion, and perhaps with ſome di. 
ſtruſt of Adams's ſincerity, departed, 
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| He was no ſooner gone than the hoſt fell a 
ſhaking his head, and declared, if he had ſülpe- 
Qed the fellow had no money, he would not ha- 
ve drawn him a ſingle drop of drink; ſaying, he 
deſpaired of ever ſeeing his face again; for he 
looked like a confounded rogue. „Rabbit the fel - 
„low, (cries he), I thought by his talking ſo much 
„about riches, that he had a hundred pounds at 


Jeaſt in his pocket.” Adams chid him for his 


ſuſpicions, which he ſaid were not becoming a 
chriſtian; and then, without reflecting on his loſs, 
or conſidering how he himſelf ſhould depart in 
the morning, he retired to a very homely bed, 
as his companions had before; however, health 
and fatigue gave them a ſweeter repoſe than is of- 
ten in the power of velvet and down to beſtow, 


CHAP. IX. 
Containing as ſurpriſing and bloody aduen- 


tures as can be found in this, or per- 


haps in any other authentic hiflory. 


Fr was almoſt morning, when Foſeph Andrews, 
whoſe eyes the thoughts of his dear Fanny had 
opened, as he lay —_ meditating on that love- 
ly creature, heard a violent knocking at the door 
over which he lay, He preſently jumped out of 
bed, and opening the window, was al ked if the- 
re was no travellers in the houſe; and preſently 
by another voice, if two men and a young wo- 


man had not taken up there their lodging that 


— — — —— > — — 
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night. Tho' he knew not the voices, he began. 
to entertain a ſuſpicion of the truth; for indeed 
he had received ſome information from one of 
the ſervants of the Squire's houſe, of his deſign 
and anſwered in the negative. One of the ſer- 
vants who knew the hoſt well, called out to him 
by his name, juſt as he had opened another win- 
dow, and aſked him the ſame queſtion; to which 
he anſwered in the affirmative, O ho! faid ano» 
ther; have we found you? and ordered the hoſt 
to come down and open his door. Fanny, who 
was as wakeful as Jaſ ph, no ſooner heard all this, 
than ſhe leaped from her bed, and haſtily put. 
ting on her gown and petticoats, ran as faſt as 
poſlible to p room, who then was almoſt 
dreſs'd: he immediately let her in, and embra- 
cing her with the moſt paſſionate tenderneſs, bid 
her fear nothing, for that he would die in her de- 
fence. „Is that a reaſon why I ſhould not fear, 
(aid ſhe), when I ſhould loſe what is dearer 
„to me than the whole world?” Joſeph then kif- 
ſing her hand, ſaid, he could almoſt thank the oc» 
caſion which had extorted from her a tenderneſs 
ſhe would never indulge him with before. He 
than ran and waked his bedfellow Adams, who 
was yet faſt aſleep, notwithſtanding many calls 
from Feſeph ; but was no ſooner made ſenſible of 
their danger, than he leaped from his bed, with- 
out conſidering the preſence of Fanny, who ha- 
ftily turned her face from him and enjoyed a 
double benefit from the dark, which, as it would 
bave prevented any offence to an innocence leſs 
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pure, or a modeſty leſs delicate, ſo it concealed 
even thoſe bluſ hes which were raiſed in her, 


Adams had ſoon put on all his clothes but his 
breeches, which in the hurry he forgot; how- 
ever, they were pretty well ſupplied by the length 
of his other garments: and now the houſe-door 
being opened, the captain, the poet, the player, 
and three ſervants came in. The captain told 
the hoſt, that two fellows who were in his hou» 
ſe, had run away with a young woman, and deſi- 
red to know in which room the lay. The hoſt, 
who preſently believed the ſtory, directed them, 
and inſtantly the captain and poet, joſtling one 
another, ran up. The poet, who was the nimbleſt, 
entering the chamber firſt, ſearched the bed, and 
every other part, bur to no purpoſe; the bird 
was flown, as the impatient reader, who might 
otherwiſe have been in pain for her, was before 
advertiſed, They then inquired where the men 
lay, and were approaching the chamber, when 
Foſeph roared out in a loud voice, that he would 
ſhoot the firſt man who offered to attack the door. 
The captain inquired what fire-arms they had; 
to which the hoſt anſwered, he believed they had 
none, nay, he was almoſt convinced of it: for he 
had heard one aſk the other in the evening, what 
they ſhould have done if they had been overtaken 
when they had no arms? To which the other an- 
ſwered, they would have defended themſelves 
with their ſticks as long as they were able, and 
God would aſſiſt a juſt cauſe. This ſatisfied the 
25 | captain, 
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".eaptain, but not the poet, who prudently retrea- 
ted down ſtairs, faying, it was his buſineſs to re- 
cord great aQions, and not to do them, The 
captain was no ſooner: well ſatisfied that there we- 
re no fire-arriis, than bidding defiance to gun- 
powder, and ſwearing he loved the ſmell of it, 
dhe ordered the ſervants to follow him, and mar- 
ching boldly up, immediately attempted to force 
the door, which the ſervants ſoon helped him to 
accompliſh. When it was opened, they diſcove- 
red the enemy drawn up three deep. Adams in 
the front, and Fanny in the rear. The captain 
told Adams; that if they would go all back to 
the houſe again, they ſhould be civilly treated; 
but unleſs they conſented, he had orders to carry 
the young Lady with him, whom there was great 
reaſon to believe they had ſtolen from her pa- 
rents; for, notwithſtanding her diſguiſe, her ait, 
Which ſhe could not conceal, ſufficiently· diſcove- 
red her birth to be infinitely ſuperior to theirs, 
'Fanny burſting 'into tears, ſolemnly aſſured him 
he was miſtaken; that ſhe was a poor helpleſs 
foundling, and had no relation in the world which 
ſhe knew of; and throwing herſelf on her knees, 
begged that he would not attempt to take her 
from her friends, who, ſhe was convinced, would 
dis before they would loſe her; which Adams 
confirmed with words not far from amounting 


to an oath, The captain ſwore he had no leifure 


to talk, and bidding them thank themſelves for 
what happened, he ordered the ſervants to fall on, 


* 
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at the ſame time endeavouting to paſs by Adams, 
in order to lay hold on Fanny ;-but- the patſon 
interrupting him, received a blow from one gf 
them, which, without conſidering whence: it ca- 
me, he returned to the captain, and gave him ſo 
dexterous a, knock in that part of the ſtomach 
which is vulgarly called the. pit, that he ſtaggered 
ſome paces backwards. The captain, who was 
not accuſtomed to this kind of play, and who wh- 
ſely apprehended the conſequence of ſuch ang- 
ther, two of them ſeeming to bim equal to a thruſt 
through the body, drew forth his hanger, as 4dams 
approached him, and was leyelling a blow at his 
head, which would probably have ſilenced the 
preacher for ever, had not Joſeph in that inſtant 
lifted up a certain huge ſtone pot of the chamber 
with one hand, which ſix beaus could not have 
lifted with both, and diſcharged it, together with 
the contents, full in the captain's! face, The op- 
| lifted hanger dropped from his hand and, he fell 

roſtrate on the floor with a lumpiſh noiſe, and 
his halfpence rattled in his pocket: the red liquor 
which his veins contained, and the white liquor 
which the pot contained, ran in one ſtream down 
his face and his clothes, Nor had Adams quite 
eſcaped, ſome of the water having in its paſſage 
ſhed its honours on his head, and began to trick- 
le down the wrinkles or rather furrows of his 
cheeks; when one of the ſervants ſnatching a 
mop out of a pail of water which had already do- 
ne its duty in waſhing the houſe, puſhed it in 
the parſon's face; yet could not be bear him 
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down; for the parſon wreſting the mog from the 
fellow with one hand, wich the other brought his 
enemy as low as the earth, having given him aj 
ſtroke over that part of the face, where, in ſome 
men of pleaſure, the natutal and abc * 
are conjom etc. -< 


Hitherto Fortune ſeemed to wenne the Aae. 

on the travellers ſide, when according to her 
cuſtom, ſhe began ro ſhew the fickleneſs of her 
diſpoſition: for now the hoſt entering the field} 
or rather the chamber of battle, flew directly af 
Joſeph, and darting his head into his flomach, 
(for he was a ſtout fellow, and an _ boxer), 
almoſt ſtaggered him; bur Jeſ pb ii one 
leg back, did, with his left hand, fo chuck him un- 
r the chin that be reeled. The youth was pur - 
ſuiog his blow with his right band, when he te · 
ceived from one of the {ervants ſuck a ſtroke with 
a cudgel on his temples, that it inſtantly deprived 
him of tenſe, and be meaſured his length on the 


ground, | D. cr g 


Fanny rent the air with her cries, and Adam 
was coming to the aſſiſtance of Joſeph, but rhe 
two ky men and the hoſt now fell on him, 


and ſoon ſubdued him, though he fought like 4 


thadman, and looked fo black with the impreſ⸗ 
ſions he had received from the mop, thar Don 
Quixote would certainly have taken him for an 
inchanted Moor, But now follows the moſt tra- 
gical part; for the captain was riſen again and 
ſeeing Joſeph on the floor, and Adams ſecured, 


Hy 


| he inflantly laid hold on Fanny, and with the aft 
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ſiſtance of the poet and player, who hearing the 
battle Was over, were now come up, dragged 
her, crying and teating her hair, from the fight 
of her Foſeph, and with a perfect deafneſs to all 
her entrearies, carried her down ſtairs by violen- 
ce, and faſtened her on the player's horſe, and the 
captain mounting his on, and leading that on 
which this. poor miſerable wretch was, departed, 
without any more conſideration of her cries than 
a butcher hath of thoſe of a lamb; for indeed his 
thoughts were entertained only with the degree 
of favour which he had promiſed himſelf from 
the Squire on the ſucceſs of this adventure. 


af 


| The amn , * were ordered to ſecure 
Adams and Foſeph as ſaſe as poſſible, that the Squi- 
re might receive no interruption to his deſign on 
poor Fanny, immediately, by the poet's advice, 


| tied Adams to one of the bed-poſts, as they did 


Foſeph on the other ſide, as ſoon as they could 
bring him to himſelf; and then leaving them to- 
gether, back to back, and deſiring the hoſt nor 
to ſet them at liberty, nor to go near them till he 
had further orders, they departed towards their 
maſter; but happened to rake a different road 
from that which the captain had fallen into, 
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A diſcourſe between the port and the player ; 5 
of no other uſe in this , : Gut ts 
divert the reader. | 


2 efore we — any farther in \ this tragedy, 
we ſhall leave Mr. Foſeph and Mr. Adams to 
themſelves, and imitate the wiſe condudtors of the 
ſtage; who, in the midſt of a grave action, enter- 
tain you with ſome excellent piece of ſatire or hu- 
mour called a dance. Which piece indeed is the- 
refore danced, and not ſpoke, at it is delivered to 
the audience by perſons whoſe thinking- faculty is 
by; moſt people held to ly in their heels; and to 
whom, as well as heroes, who think with their 
hands, Nature hath only given heads for the fake 
of conformity, and as they are of uſe in dancing, 
to hang their hats on. |; 
The poet, addreſſing the player, proceeded 
thus: „As I was ſaying, (for they bad been at 
this diſcourſe all the time of the engagement abo- 
ve ſtairs) „the reaſon you have no good new 
»Plays is evident; it is from your diſcouragement 
„of authors, Gentlemen will not write, Sir, they 
„will not write without the expeCtation of fame or 
„profit, or, perhaps, both. Plays are like trees, 
„which will not grow without nouriſhment; but, 
like muſhrooms, they ſhoot up ſpontaneouſly, 
„as it were, in a rich ſoil. The muſes, like vi- 
vnes, may be pruned, = not with a hatchet, 
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„The town, like a peeviſh child, knows not what 
„it deſires, and is always beſt pleaſed with a rattle. 
„A farce-writer hath indeed ſome chance for, ſoc 
aCels;, but they have loſt all taſte for the ſublime, 
„Though I believe one reaſon of their depravity 
„is the badneſs of the actors. If a man writes li- 
„ke an angel, Sir, thoſe fellows know not how 
„to give a ſentiment utterance,” „Not fo faſt! 
„ſays the player. the modern actors are as good 
„at leaſt as their authors, nay, they come nearer 
their illuſtrious predeceſſors, and I expect a Booth 
„on the ſtage again, ſooner than a Shakeſpeare or 
„an Orway: and indeed, I may turn your obſer- 
„vation againſt you, and with truth ſay, that the 
reaſon no authors are encouraged, is, becauſe we 
have no good new plays.” „I have not affirmed 
„the contrary, ſaid the poet, but I am ſurpriſed 
»you grow ſo warm; you cannot imagine your- 
»felf intereſted in this diſpute; I hope you have 
„a better opinion of my taſte, than to apprehend 
„L ſquinted at yourſelf, No, Sir, if we had fix 
ſuch actors as you, we ſhould ſoon rival the 
„ Bettertons and Sandfords of former times; for, 
„without a compliment to you, I think it impoſ- 
{ible for any one to have excelled you in moſt 
„of your parts. Nay, it is a folemn truth, and [ 
„have heard many, and all great judges, expreſs as 
„much; and you will pardon me if I tell you, I 
„think every time I have ſeen you lately, you ha- 
„ve conſtantly acquired ſome new excellence, li- 
„ke a ſnowball. You have deceived me in my 
Eſtimation of perfection, and have outdone what 
„l thought inimitable.” „Vou are a little intere- 
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ted, anſwered the player, in what I have faid of 


„other poets; for dn me if there are not many 
„ſtrokes, ay, whole ſcenes, in your laſt tragedy, 
„Which, at leaſt, equal Shakeſpeare. There is a 
„delicacy of ſentiment, a dignity of expreſſion in 
„it, which I will own, many of our gentlemen 
„did not do adequate juſtice to. To confeſs the 
„truth, they are bad enough, and I pity an author 
„who is preſent at the murder of his works, — 
„Nay, it is but ſeldom that it can happen, retut- 
gned the poet, the works of moſt modern Au- 
„thors, like deadborn children, cannot be murde- 
„ted. It is ſuch wretched, half- begotten, half. 
„writ, lifeleſs, ſpiritleſs, low, groveling ſtuff, 
„that | almoſt pity the actor who is obliged to get 
„it by heart, which muſt be almoſt as difficult to 
remember, as words in a language you do not 
underſtand,” „I am fure, faid the player, if the 
„ſentences have little meaning when they are 
» writ, when they are ſpoken they have leſs. I 
» know ſcarce one who ever lays an emphaſis right, 
„and much leſs adapts his action to his character. 
„I bave ſeen a tender lover in an attitude of figh- 
„ting with his miſtreſs, and a brave hero ſuing to 
„his enemy with his ſword in his hand. — I don't 
„care to abuſe: my profeſſion, but rot me if, in 
„my heart, I am not inclined to the poet's fide.” 
»lt is rather generous in you than juſt, faid the 
„poet, and though I hate to ſpeak ill of any per- 
„ſon's production, nay, I never do it, nor will — 
„but yet, to do juſtice to the actors, what could 
„Booth or Hetterton have made of ſuch horrible 
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tuff as Fenron's Mariamne, Fromd'#Philotas, 
„or Mallet's Eurydice, or thoſe low, dirty, laſt 
, dying ſpeeches, which a fellow in the city, or 
„Napping. your Dillo or Lillo, what was his na- 
„me, called Tragedies? —— „Very well, fa 
„the player, and pray what do you think of ſuch 
„fellows as Quin and Delane, or that face - making 
„puppy young Cibber, that ill-look'd dog Mack- 
„lin, or that ſaucy ſlut Mrs, Clive? What work 
„would they make with your Shakeſpears, Otways 
„and Lees? How would thoſe harmonious lines 
of the laſt come from their tongues? 


_ No more; for I diſdain 
»All pomp when thou art by — far be the 
noiſe bs. os 4 ; 
»Of kings . crowns from us, whoſe gentle 
on 
„Our kinder fates have ſteer'd another way. 
„Free as the foreſt birds we'll pair together, 
„Without rememb'ring who our fathers were: 
„Fly to the arbours, grots, and flow'ry meads, - 
„There in ſoft murmurs interchange our ſouls, 
„Together drink the cryſtal of the ſtream, 
»Or taſte the yellow fruit which autumn yields, 
»And when the golden evening calls us home, 
„Wing to our downy neſts, and ſleep till morn, 


„Or how would this diſdain of Otway? 


»Who'd be that fooliſh, ſordid thing, call'd man?“ 
„Hold, hold, hold, faid the poet, do repeat 
»that tender ſpeech in the third act of my play 
„which you made ſuch a figure in.” — „I would 
»willingly, faid the player, but I have forgot 
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wit,” — „Ay, you was not quite perſect enough 
„in it when you played it, cries the poet, or you 
„would have had ſuch an applauſe as was never 
»given on the ſtage; an applauſe I was extremely 
„concerned for your loſing.” — „Sure,“ ſays the 
player, „if I remember, that was hiſs'd, more than 
„any paſſage in the whole play, — Ay, your ſpea- 
„king it was hiſs'd, faid the poet. My ſpeaking 
vit! ſaid the player, — I mean your not ſpeaking 
vit, faid the poet. — You was out, and then they 
„hiſs'd. — They hifs'd, and then I was our, if I 

yremember, anſwered the player; and I muſt fa 

„this for myſelf, that the whole audience allow 
„I did your part juſtice: ſo don't lay the damnation 
„of your play to my account, I don't know what 
„you mean by damnation, replied the poet. Why, 
„you know it was acted but one night, cried the 
„player. No, ſaid the poet, you and the whole 
„town were my enemies, the pit were all my ene- 
„mies, fellows that would cut my throat, if the fear 
„of hanging did not reſtrain them. All tailors, 
„Sir, all railors. — Why ſhould the tailors be ſo 
„angry with you? cries the player. I ſuppoſe you 
„dont employ ſo many in making your — 
„I admit your jeſt, anſwered the poet: but you 
„remember the affair as well as myſelf; you know 
„there was a party in the pit and upper · gallery, that 
„would not ſuffer it to be given out again; though 
much, ay, infinitely the majority, all the boxes in 
„particular, were deſirous of it; nay, moſt of the 
ladies ſwore they never would come to the houſe 
„till it was ated again, * Indeed, I muſt own 
; | meds: on WIA 
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»their policy was good, in not letting it be given 
„ut a ſecond time; for the raſcals knew if it had 
„gone a ſecond night, it would have run fifty: for 
if ever there was diftreſs in a tragedy — I am not 
„fond of my own performance: but if I ſhould 
ntell you what the beſt judges faid of it, — Nor 
as it entirely owing to my enemies neither, that 
»it did not ſucceed on the ſtage as well as it hath 
wince among the polite readers; for you can't ſay, 
vt had juſtice done by the performers. — 1 

„think, (anſwered the player,) the performers did 
the diſtreſs of it juſtice: for J am ſure we were 
vin diſtreſs enough, who were pelted with oranges 
Hall the laſt act; we all imagined it would have 
»been the laſt 28 of our lives.” 

The poet, whoſe fury was now raiſed, had juſt 
attempted to anſwer, when they were interrupted, 
and an end put to their diſcourſe by an accident; 
which, if the reader is impatient to know, he mult 
ſkip over the next chapter, which is a ſort of coun- 
terpart to this, and contains ſome of the beſt and 
graveſt matters in the whole book, being a diſcour- 
ſe between Parſon Abraham Adams and Mr. * 


ſeph Andrews. 


CHAP. XI. 


Connaiitingehe exhortations of Parſon Adams 
to his friend in affliction ; calculated for the 
TOR and improvement of the reader. 


J. oſep * no ſooner came perfeQly to himſelf, than 
; — his miſtreſs gone he bewailed her loſs 
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with'groans, which would have pierced any Heart 
but thoſe which are poſſeſſed by ſome people, and 
are made of a certain compoſition, not unlike flint 
in its hardneſs, and other properties; for you may 
ſtrike fire from them, which will dart through the 
eyes, but they can never diſtil one drop of water 
the ſame way. His own, poor youth, was of a 
ſofter compoſition; and, at thoſe words: „O my 
„dear Fanny! O my love! ſhall | never, never 
vſee thee more? his eyes overflowed with tears, 
which would have become any but à hero. 
In a word, his deſpair was more eaſy to be con- 


Mr. Adams, after many groans, fitting with his 
back to Foſeph, began thus in a ſorrowful tone: 
»You cannot imagine, my good child, that I en- 
tirely blame theſe firſt agonies of your Brief ; for 
when misfortunes attack us by ſurpriſe, it muſt 
require infinitely more learning than you are ma- 
yſter of to reſiſt them; but it is the buſineſs of a 
„man and a Chriſtian, to fummon reaſon as quickly 
vas he can to his aid; and ſhe will preſently teach 
„him patience and ſubmiſſion, Be comforted the« 
refore, child, I fay, be comforred. It is true you 
„have loſt the prettieſt, kindeſt. lovelieſt, ſweeteſt 
„young woman, one with whom you might have 
„expected to have lived in happineſs, virtue and 
innocence; by whom you might have promiſed 
»yourſelf many little darlings, who would have 
„been the delight of your youth, and the comfort 
„of your age. You have not only loſt her, but 
„have reaſon to feat the utmoſt violence which luſt 
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„and power can inflict upon her. Now, indeed, 
nyou may eaſily raiſe ideas of horror, which might 
»drive you to deſpair, — O] ſhall run mad, 
(cries Joſeph:) O that I could but command my 
„hands to tear my eyes out, and my fleſh off, — 
lf you would uſe them to ſuch purpoſes, I am 
„glad you can't, (anſwered Adams.) I have ſta · 
ted your misfortune as ſtrong as I poſſibly can; 
„but, on the other ſide, you are to conſider you 
are 2 Chriſtian; that no accident happens to us 
„without the divine permiſſion, and that it is the 
„duty of a man and à Chriſtian to ſubmit. We did 
not make ourſelves; but the. fame power which 
„made us, rules over us, and we are abſolutely 
vat his diſpoſal: be may do with us what he plea» 
„ſes, nor have we any right to complain. A ſe- 
„ond reaſon agaioſt our complaint is pur ignoran- 
„ce; for as we know not future events, fo neither 
„can we tell to what purpoſe any accident tends; 
„and that which at firſt threatens us with evil, may, 
„in the end, produce our good. I ſhould indeed 
„have faid our ignorance is twofold , (but I have 
„not at preſent time to divide properly, for as we 
yknow nat to what purpoſe any event is ultimate- 
»ly directed, ſo neither can we affirm from what 
Cauſe it originally ſprung. You are a man, 

„conſequently a ſinner; and this may be a pu- 
vniſhment to you for your ſins; indeed in this 
yſenſe it may be eſteemed as a good, yea, as the 
»greateſt. good, which fatisfies the anger of Hea- 
„ven, and averts that wrath which cannot continue 


without our. deſtruQtion. Thirdly, our impo- 
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,tency. of relieving ourſelves, demonſtrates the 
y„folly and abſurdity of our complaints: for whom 
„do we reſiſt? or againſt whom do we complain, 

„but a Power, from whoſe ſhafts no armour can 
„guard us, no ſpeed can fly; a Power which lea- 
„ves us no hope but in'fabmiſſion? — O Sir, 
een Joſeph:) all this is very true, and very 
„fine, and 1 could hear you all day, if I was not 
„ſo grieved at heart as now I am. Would you 
„take phyſic, (ſays Adams,) when you are well, 
„and refuſe it when yow are ſick? Is not comfort 
zʒto be adminiſtred to the afflicted, and not to thoſe 
„who rejoice; or thoſe who are at eaſe: O you 
„bave not ſpoken one word of comfort to me 
v yet, returned Zoſeph. No! (cried Adams:) What 
„am I then doing? what can I fay to comfort 
»you? — O tell me, (cries Foſeph:) that Fanny 
„will eſcape back to my arms, that they ſhall again 
yincloſe that lovely creature, with all her ſweet · 
neſs, all her untainted innocence about her. — 
»Why, perhaps, you may, (cries Adams:) but I 
„can't promiſe you what's to come. You muſt 
with perfect reſignation wait the event; if ſhe 
be reſtored to you again, it is your duty to be 
;thankful, and fo it is if ſhe be not. Foſeph, if 
„you are wiſe, and truly know your own intereſt, 
„you will peaceably and quietly ſubmit to all the 
„diſpenſations of Providence, being thoroughly aſ- 
(ured, that all the misfortunes, how great ſoever, 
„which happen to the righteous, happen to them 
„for their own good. — Nay, it is not your in- 
»{ereſt only, but your duty to abſtain from immo- 
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»derate grief; which, if you indulge, you are not 
worthy the name of a Chriſtian.” He ſpoke theſe 
Jaſt words with an accent a little ſeverer than uſual; 
upon which Joſeph begged him not to be angry, 
ſaying he miſtook him, if he thought he denied 
it was his duty; for he had known that long ago. 
„What fignihes knowing your duty, if you do 
„not perform it? anſwered Adams, Your know- 
edge increaſes your guilt, — O Foſeph, I never 
thought you had this ſtubbornneſs in your min 
» Foſeph replied: He fancied he miſunderſtood 
„him, which 1 aſſure you, (ſays he,) you do, if you 
imagine I endeavour-to-grieve; upon my ſoul. 
„don t. Adams rebuked him for ſwearing, 
then proceeded to enlarge on the folly of grief, tel- 
ling him, all the wife men and philoſophers, even 
among the heathens, had written againſt it, quoting 
ſeveral paſſages from. Seneca, and the Conſolation, 
which, though it was not Crcero's, was, he ſaid, as 
good almoſt as any of his works; and concluded 
all by binting, that immoderate grief, in this caſe, 
might incenſe that Power which alone could reſtore 
him his Fanny. This reaſon, or indeed rather the 
idea which it raiſed of the reſtoration of his mi- 
ſtreſs, had more effect than all which the parſon 
had ſaid before, and for a moment abated his ago- 
nies: but when his fears ſufficiently ſet before his 
eyes the danger that poor creature was in, his grief 
returned again with repeated violence, nor could 
Adams in the leaſt aſſuage it; though it may be 
doubted in his behalf, whether Socrares himſelf 


could have prevailed any beter, 
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bey remained ſume time in ſilence; and groans 
pa ſighs iſſued from them both; at:lengitrFoſeph 


Ts out in the following ſoliloqunꝛ: 
Ves, I will beat my ſorrows — 
But 1 muſt alſo feel them as a man. 


I 1 cannot but remember ſuch things were, 
And were moſt dear to me. — = 


_ "oy! aſked him bat fluff that was kg 
01 = To which he anſwered, they were ſome 
Ines he had gotten by heart out of a play: —,,Ay, 
„there is nothing but hearheniſm to be learned 
»from plays, replied he. — I never heard of an 
„plays fit for a Chriſtian to read, but Caro an 
}the Con ſtious Lovers; "and 1 muſt own, in the 
platter, there are ſore'thin galtmoſt ſolemn eno 

„for a ſermon,” But we Thall now leave them 
4 little, and i * fe the _ of Ago 
verſation. A 


me. «CHAP. XII. 


More adventures 1 "which we "hope will as 
much 776 as ſurpriſe the reader. 


N. ber u the faceritts ae which paſſed * 
ween the poet and the player, nor the grave and 
truly folemn diſcourſe ot Mr. Adams, 2 we 
conceive, make the reader ſufhcient amends for 
the anxiety which he muſt have felt on-the-account 
of poor Fanny, whom we left in ſo deplorable a 
condition. We f hall therefore now proceed to 
the relation of what happened to that beautiful and 


* 
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innocent virgin, aſter he fell into the wicked 
hands of the captaings 
The man of war having conveyed his charming 
prize out of the inn a little before day, made the 
utmoſt expedition in his power towards the Squire's 
houſe, where this delicate creature was to be offe- 
red up a facrifice to the luſt of a raviſher. He was 
not only deaf to all her bewailings and intreaties 
on the road, but accoſted her ears with impurities, 
which, having been neyer before accuſtomed to 
them, ſhe happily for herſelf very little underſtood, 
Ar laſt he changed his note, and attempted to ſooth 
nd mollify her, by ſetting forth the ſplendor and 
om which would be her fortune with a man who 
would have the inclination, and power too, to give 
her whatever her utmoſt wiſhes could deſir e; and 
told her, he doubted not but ſhe would ſoon look 
kinder upon him, as the inſtrument of her happi; 
neſs, and deſpiſe that pitiful fellow, whom her ig- 
norance only could make her fond of. She an- 
ſwered, ſhe knew not, whom he meant; ſhe never 
was fond of any piriful fellow, „Are yon affronted, 
„Madam, (ſays he,) at my calling him ſo? but 
„What better can be ſaid of one in livery, notwiths 
ſtanding your fondneſs for him? She returned, 
that ſhe did not underſtand him, that the man had 
been her fellow-ſervant, and, ſhe believed, was 
as honeſt a creature as any alive; but as to her 
fondneſs for men — „I warrant ye, (cries the 
gcaptain,) we ſhall find means to perſuade you to 
abe fond; and I adviſe you to yield to gentle 
10 4 na nones; 
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yones; for you may be aſſured that it is not in. 
„your power, by any ſtruggles whatever, to pre- 
„lerve your virginity two hours longer, It will be 
„your intereſt to conſent, for the ſquire will be. 
„much kinder to you, if he enjoys you willingly. 
„than by force.” Ar which words ſhe began to 


call aloud for aſſiſtance (for it was now open day;) 


but finding none, ſhe lifted her eyes up to hea- 
ven, and ſupplicated the divine aſſiſtance to preſer · 
ve her innocence. The captain told her, if ſhe 
perſiſted in her vociferation, he would find a means 
of ſtopping her mouth. And now the poor wretch, 


perceiving no hopes of ſuccour, abandoned herſelf 


to deſpair, and ſighing out the name of Foſeph ! 
Foſeph! a river of tears ran down her lovely cheeks, 
and wet the handkerchief which covered her boſom, 
A horſeman now appeared in the road, upon which 
the captain threatened her violently if ſhe com- 
plained; however, the moment they approached 
each other, ſhe begged him, with the utmoſt ear« 
neſtneſs, to relieve a diſtreſſed creature who was: 
in the hands of a raviſher, The fellow ſtopt at 
theſe words: but the captain aſſured him, it was his 
wife, and that he was carrying her home from her 
adulterer: which fo ſatisſied the fellow, who was: 
an old one, (and perhaps a married one too,) that 
he wiſhed him a good journey, and rode on, He 
was no ſooner paſt, than the captain abuſed: her 
violently for breaking his commands, and threate- 
ned to gagg her, when two more horſemen, armed 
with piſtols, came into the road juſt before them. 
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She again ſolicited their aſſiſtance, and the captain 
told the ſame ſtory as before. Upon which one 
ſaid to the other: — „That's a charming wench 
Jack; I wiſh I had been in the fellow's place! 


,whoever he is.” But the other, inſtead of anſ- 


wering him, cried out eagerly: „Zounds, I know 
„her: and then turning to her, ſaid: „Sure, you 
are not Fauny Goodwill. — Indeed, indeed l am, 
„ſhe cried, — O John, I know you now — 
„Heaven hath ſent you to my aſſiſtance, to deli- 
„ver me from this wicked man, who is carrying 
„me away for his vile purpoſes. — O for God's 
„ſake reſcue me from him.” A fierce dialogue 
immediately enſued between the captain and theſe 


two men, who being both armed with piſtols, and 
the chariot which they attended being now arrived, 


the captain ſaw both force and ſtratagem were 


vain, and endeavoured to make his eſcape; in 


which, however, he could not ſucceed. The gent - 


leman who rode in the chariot, ordered it to ſtop, 


and with an air of authority examined into the me- 
rits of the cauſe; of which being advertiſed by 
Fanny, whoſe credit was confirmed by the fellow 
who knew her, he ordered the captain, who was 
all bloody from his encounter at the inn, to be 
conveyed as a priſoner behind the chariot, and very 
gallantly took Fanny into it; for, to fay the truth, 

this gentleman (who was no other than the celebra- 
ted Mr. Peter Pounce, and who preceded the Lady 
Booby only a few miles, by ſetting out earlier in 
the morning) was a very gallant perſon, and loved, 
a pretty girl better than any thing, beſides his own 

money, or the money of other people. 
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The chariot now proceeded towards the inn, 
wich, as Fanny was informed, lay in their way, 
and where it arrived at that very time when the 
poet and player were diſputing below ſtairs, and 
Adams and Foſeph were diſcourſing back to back 
above; juſt at that period to which we brought 
them both in the two preceding chapters, the cha- 
riot ſtopt at the door, and in an inſtant Fanny leap» 
ing from it, ran up to her Foſeph. — O reader, 
conceive, if thou canſt, the joy which fired the 
breaſts of theſe lovers on this meeting; and if th 
own heart doth not ſympathetically aſſiſt thee in this 
conception, I pity thee ſincerely from my ownz 
for let the hard hearted villain know this, that the- 
re is a pleaſure in a tender ſenſation beyond' any 
which he is capable of taſting, 


Peter being informed by Fanny of the preſence 
of Adams, ſtopt to fee him, and receive his ho- 
mage; for, as Peter was an hypocrite, a ſort of 
people whom Mr. Adams never ſaw through, the 
one paid that reſpeQ to his ſeeming goodneſs which 
the other believed to be paid to his riches; hence 
Mr. Adams was ſo much his favourite, that he on- 
ce lent him four pounds thirteen ſhillings and ſix- 
pence, to prevent his going to gaol, on no greater 
Fecurty than a bond and judgment, which proba- 
bly he would have made no uſe of, though the 
money had not been (as it was) paid exactly at 
the time. i Dru 
It is not perhaps eaſy to deſcribe the ſigure of 
Adams; he bad riten in ſuch a hurry, that he had 


— - * 3 ** — 
- fy ———— — 


124 THE ADVENTURES OF 


on neither breeches, garters, nor ſtockings; nor 
had he taken from his head a red ſpotted handker- 
chief, which by night bound his wig, turned inſide 
out, around his head, He had on his torn caſſock, 
and his great coat; but as the remainder of his 


caſſock hung down below his great coat; ſo did a 


ſmall ſtripe of white, or rather whitiſh linen, ap- 
pear below that, to which we may add the ſeveral 
colours which appeared on his face, where a long 

iſs-burnt beard ſerved to retain the liquor of the 
1 and that of a blacker hue which diſtill'd 
from the mop. — This figure, which Fanny had 
delivered from his captivity, was no ſooner ſpied 
by Peter, than it diſordered the compoſed gravity 
of his muſcles; however, he adviſed him imme- 
diately to make himſelf clean, nor would accept 
his homage in that pickle. 

The poet and player no ſooner ſaw the captain 
in captivity, than they began to conſider of their 
own ſafety, of which flight preſented itſelf as the 
only means; they therefore both of them mounted 
the poet's horſe, and made the moſt expeditious 
retreat in their power. 

The hoſt, who well knew Mr. Pounce, and La- 
dy Booby's livery, was not a little ſurpriſed at this 
change of the ſcene, nor was his confuſion much 
helped by his wife, who was now juſt riſen, and 
having heard from him the account of what had 
paſt, comforted him with a decent number of fools 
and blockheads; aſked him why he did not conſult 
her; and told him, he would never leave followi 
the nonſenſical diftates of his own numſcull, ti 
ſhe and her family were ruined. 
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Joſeph being informed of the captain's arrival, 
and ſeeing his Fanny now in ſafety, quitted her a 
moment, and, running down ſtairs, went dire 
to him, and, ſtripping off bis coat, challenged him 
to fight; but the captain refuſed, ſaying, he did 
not underſtand boxing. He then graſped a cudgel 
in one hand, and catching the captain by the collar 
with the other, gave him a moſt ſevere drubbing, 
and ended with telling him, he had now had ſome 
revenge for what his dear Fanny had ſuffered, 
When Mr. Pounce had a little regaled himſelf 
with ſome proviſions which he had in his chariot; 
and Mr. Adams had put on the beſt appearance his 
clothes would allow him, Pownce ordered the cap- 
tain into his preſence; for he ſaid he was guilty of 
felony, and the next juſtice of peace ſhould com- 
mit him: but the ſervants (whoſe appetite for re- 
venge is ſoon ſatisfied) being ſufficiently contended 
with the drubbing which Joſeph had inflicted on 
him, and which was indeed of no very moderate 
kind, had ſuffered him to go off, which he did, 
threatening a ſevere revenge againſt Foſeph, which 
I have never heard he thought proper to take. 
be miſtreſs of the houſe made her voluntary 
appearance before Mr, Pounte, and with a thouſand 
curtſies told him, ſhe hoped his honour would par- 

her huſband, who was a very nonſenſe man, 
for the ſake of his poor family; that indeed if he 
could be ruined alone, ſhe ſhould be very o—_— 
of it: for becauſe as why, his worſhip very we 
knew he deſerved it: but ſhe had three poor ſmall 
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children, who were not capable to get their own 
living; and if her huſband was ſent to gaol, they 
muſt all come to the pariſh; for ſhe was a poor, 
weak woman, continually a breeding, and had no 
time to work for them, She therefore hoped, his 
honour would take it into his worſhip's conſidera» 
tion, and forgive her huſband this time; for. ſhe 
was ſure he never intended any harm to man, wo- 
man, or child; and if it was not for that blockhead 
of his own, the man in ſome things was well 
enough; for ſhe had had three children by him in 
Jeſs than three years, and was almoſt ready to cry 
out the fourth time. She would have proceeded 
in this manner much longer, had not Peter ſtopt 
her tongue, by telling her he had nothing to ſay 
to her huſband, nor her neither. So,; as Adams 
and the reſt had aſſured her of forgiveneſs, ſhe 
cried'and curtſied out of the room, a} nass 


Mr. Pounce was deſirous that Fanny ſhould con- 
tinue her journey with him in the chariot; but ſ he 
abſolutely refuſed, ſaying Che would ride behind 
Foſeph, on a horſe which one of Lady Booby's fers 
vants had equipped him with. But alas! when ths 
horſe appeared, it was found to be no other than 
that identical beaſt which Mr, Adams. had left be- 
hind him at the inn, and which theſe honeſt fel- 
lows, who knew him, had redeemed, Indeed 
whatever horſe they had provided for Jaſeph, they 
would have prevailed with him to mount none, na 
not even to ride before his beloved Fanny, till the 
moron was ſupplied; much leſs would he deprive 

is friend of the beaſt which belonged to him, and 
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which he knew the moment he ſaw, though Adams 
did not; however, when he was reminded of the 
affair, and told that they had brought the horſe 
with them which he had leſt behind, he anſwered 
— Bleſs me! and ſo l did. 
Adam was very deſirous that v. pl bn Fans 
ny ſhould mount this horſe, and declared he could 
very eaſily walk home. „lf I walked alone, fays 
„he, I would wager a ſhilling, that the pedeſtrian 
,ourſtripped the equeſtrian travellers: but as I in- 
„tend to take the company of a pipe; peradven- 
ure I may be an hour later,” One of the, 
vants whiſpered ep to take him at his wor 
and ſuffer the old put to walk it he would: this pro- 
poſal was anſwered with an angry look and a pe 
remptory refuſal by 'Zoſeph,, who catching Fanny 
up in bis arms, averred he would rather carry het 
home in that manner, than take away Mt. Adams's 
dean and permit him to walk on foot. 
Perhaps, reader, thou haſt ſeen a conteſt be- 
tween-two gentlemen, or wo ladies quickly decid. 
ed, tho' they have both aſſerted they would not 
eat ſuch a nice morſel, and each inſiſted on the 
other's accepting it; dut in reality both were 4 
deſirous to ſwallow it themſelves. Do not ther 
fore conclude hence, that this diſpute would have 
come to a ſpeedy deciſion: for here both parties 
were heartily in earneſt, and it is very probable 
they would have remained i in the inn · yard to this 
day, had not the good Perer Pounce put à ſtop to 
Ir; for cy he had no . 5 hopes of Aiisfying 
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his old appetite with Fanny , and being deſirous 
of having ſome one to whom he might communi- 
cate his grandeur, he told the parſon he would con- 
pe him home in his chariot, This favour was by 
Adams, with many. bows and acknowledgments, 
accepted, though he afterwards ſaid, he aſcended 
the chariot rather that he might not offend, than 
from any deſire of riding in it, for that in his beact 
he preferred the pedeſtrian even to the vehicular 
expedition. All matters being now ſettled, the 
chariot in which rode Adams and Pounce, moved 
forwards; and Feſeph having borrowed a pillion 
from the hoſt, Fanny had juſt ſeated herſelt — 


xeon, and had laid. bold of the girdle which her 


Jover wore for that purpoſe, when the wiſe beaſt, 
who concluded that one at a time was ſufficient, 
that two to one were odds, & c. diſcovered much 
uneaſineſs at his double load, and began to conli- 
— —4 hinder as his fore-legs, moving the dire& 
to that which is called forwards; nor 
could 4 Poſe el. with all his ſkill in horſemanſ hip, 
perſuade him to advance; but without having 
regard to the lovely part of the lovely girl ng any 
was on his back, he uſed ſuch agitations, that had 
not one of the men come in immediately to her 
aſſiſtance, ſhe had, in plain Engliſh, tumbled back- 
wards on the —_ This. inconvenience was 
preſently remedied by an exchange of horſes: and 
then Fauny being again placed on her pillion, on 
a better-natured, and ſomewhat a better fed beaſt, 
the parſon's horſe, finding he had no longer odds 
to contend with, agreed to march: and the whole 
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on ſet forwards for Booby-hall, where they 
arrived in a few hours, without any thing remars 
kable happening on the road, unleſs it was a. cue 
tious dialogue between the parſon and the ſte- 
ward; which, to uſe the language of a late apolo - 
gilt, a pattern to all biographers, pen; 
in the next chapter.” | 


x © 4 1 „ 


CHAP.” n 


4 curious dialogue which pa ſed Between 
Mr. Abraham Adams and Mr. Peter 
Pounce, better worth reading than all 


the words of en Cibber and 4 
otſers. 


x FB er had nr Wh ens far, before Mr. 
Adams obſerved it was a very fine day, © 1 
„and a very fine country too, anſwered 

» ſhould think fo more, returned Auams, if l 
yhad nor lately travelled over the Downs, which I 
take to exceed this and all other proſpects in the 
univerſe.” „A fig for proſpects, anſwered Ponte 
ce, one acre here is worth ten there; and, for my 
„own part, I have no delight i in the proſpe&of 
vany land but my own.” „Sir, ſaid Adams, you 
can indulge yourſelf with many fine p of 
hat kind. vl thank God 1 have a little, replied 
„the other, with which 1 am content, and envy 


„no man: I have a little, Mr, Adams, with which 
l do as much good as I can,” Adams anſwered, 
v 
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that riches/ without charity were nothing worthz 
for that they were a bleſſing only to him who 
made them a bleſſing to others. „Vou and I, 
„ſaid- Peter, have different notions of charity. 1 
OWN, as it is generally uſed, | do not like the 
zwordꝭ nor do | think ir becomes one of us gentle - 
„men; it is a mean parſon like quality: though 
»l would not infer many parſons have it neither,” 
"Sir, ſaid Adams, my definition of charity is a ge- 
„nerous diſpoſition to relieve the diſtreſſed.” 
„ Thete is ſomething in that definition, anſwered 
A Pyrer, which 1 like well enough; it is, as you 
vſay, A Arete — and does not ſo much con- 
Nit in, the * as in the qiſpoſition to do it; 
ut alas, Adams, who are meant by the di- 
"ſtreſſed! Believe me, the diſtreſſes of mankind 
yare moſtly imaginary, and it would be rather 
gfolly-than' goodnels to-relieve them?” „Sure, Sir, 
replied Adams, hunger and thirſt, cold and na- 
„kedneſs, and other diſtreſſes which attend the 
poor, can never be ſaid to be imaginary evils.” 
Ha. can any man complain of hunger, faid Pe- 
„ter; in à country whete ſuch excellent ſallads 
are to be gathered in almoſt every field? or of 
thirſt where every tier and ſtream produces 
ſuch delicious potations? and as for cold and na» 
„kedneſs, they are evils ifitroduced by luxury and 
cuſtom. A man naturally wants * no mo- 
te than a horſe or any other animal; and there 
„are whole nations who go without them; but 
theſe are things, perhaps, which you who do 


„nat know. the world“ , „Lou will pardon me, 


y 1 
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„Sir, returned Adams, I have read of the Gymno- 
ſophiſts. „A plague of your Fephoſophars, cried 
„Peter, the greateſt ſault in our conſtitution 
vis the proviſion made for the poor, except that 
ps made for ſome others. Sir, I have not 

in estate which dath not contribute almoſt ag 
much again to the poor as to the land- tax; and I 
vdo aſſure you, I expect to come myſelf to the pa: 


„riſh in the end.” To which Adams giving a 


diſſenting ſmile, Perer thus preceeded: „I fancy, 

„Mr. Adams, you are one of thoſe who imagine 
11 am a lump of money; for chere are many 
„whd, 1 fancy, believe, that not only my pockets, 
„but my whole clothes are lined with bank: bills; 


but 1 aſſure you, you are all miſtaken: I am not 


ary the world eſteems me. If L can hold 
„my head above water, it is all IL can. I have in- 
nd touſel by purchaſing. I have been too li- 
ys rm of my money. Indeed I fear my heir will 

- affairs in a worſe ſituation than they are 
— to be. Ahl he will have reaſon to wiſh 
» bad loved money more, and land leſs. Pray, 
„my. good neighbour; where ſhould: I have that 
quantity: of riches the world is ſo liberal to be- 
vſtow upon me? where could I poſſibly, without 
„I had ſtole it, acquire ſuch a treaſure? . 
„truly, Adams, I have been alwa your 
—＋ have wondered, as well — 


„wich what confidence they could report ſuch 
„things of you, which have to me appeared as me · 
ure ĩmpoſſibilities: for you know, Sir, and i have 


molten heard you ſay it; that your wealth is 
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vyour own acquiſition; and can it be credible 
„that in your ſhort time you ſhould have amaſſed 
„ſuch a heap of treaſure as theſe people will have 
you worth? Indeed had you inherited an eſtate 
„like Sir — Booby, which had deſcended in 
„your family for many generations, might 
1 — had — ſor their — bs 
„what do they fay I am worth?” cries Peter with 
„ malicious ſneer. „Sir, anſwered Adams, I ha- 
„e heard ſome aver you are not worth leſs than 
twenty thouſand pounds,” At which Peter frow- 
ned. „Nay, Sir, faid: Adams, you aſk me only 
the opinion of others; for- my own part, I have 
always denied it, nor did ever believe you could 
poſſibly be worth half that ſum.“ „However, 
br. Adams, ſaid he, ſqueezing him by the hand, 
„I would not ſell them all that I am worth for 
„double that ſum: and as to what you believe, or 
„they believe, I care not a fig, no not a fart. I 
vam not poor, becauſe you think me fo, not be- 
cauſe you attempt to undervalue me in the 
„country. I know the envy of mankind very 
„well, but I thank Heaven I am above them. It 
vis true, my wealth is of my own acquiſition. I 
„have not an eſtate like Sir Thomas Booby, that 
„hatli deſcended in my family through many ge- 
.nerations: but I know /heits of ſuch eſtates wha 
are ſotred to travel about the country, like ſome 
;,people'in torn caſſocks, and might be glad to 
accept of a pitiful curacy, for what I know. ' Yes, 
„Sir, as ſhabby fellows as yourſelf, whom no man 
„ol my figure, without that vice of good nature 
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„about him, would ſuffer to ride in a chariot with 
„him.“ „Sir, faid Adams, I value not your cha- 
„riot of a ruſh; and if I had known you had inten- 
„ded to affront me, I would have walked to the 
„world's end on foot, ere I would have accepted 
„A place in it. However, Sir, I will ſoon rid 
„you of that inconvenience;” and fo ſaying, he 
opened the chariot-door, without calling to the 
coachman, and leapt out into the high · way, for- 

etting to take his hat along with him; which 
23 Mr. Pounce threw after him with great 
violence. Joſeph and Fanny ſtopt to bear him 
company the relt of the way, which was not abo- 
ve a mile. 
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BOOK IV. I 


CHAP. I. 


The arrival of Lady Booby and the reft 2 
at Booby-hall. ; 


/ 


12 coach and fix, in which Lady Booby rode, 
overtook the other travellers as they entered the 
pariſh. She no ſooner ſaw Joſeph than her cheeks 
glowed with red, and immediately after became, 
as totally pale, She had in her ſurpriſe almoſt | 
ſtopt her coach, but recollected herſelf _— | 
enough to prevent it. She entered the pariſh; 
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amidſt the ringing of bells, and the acclamations 


of the poor, who were rejoiced to ſee their patro- 
neſs returned after fo long an abſence, during 


Which time all her rents had been drafted to 


London, without a ſhilling being ſpent among 
em, which tended not a little to their impove- 
riſhing: for if the court would be ſeverely miſſed 
in ſuch a city as London, how much more muſt 


the abſence of a perſon of great fortune be felt in 
a little country village, for whoſe inhabitants ſuch 
a family finds a conſtant employment and ſupply; 


and with the offals of whoſe table the infirm, aged, 


and infant poor, are abundantly fed, with a gene- 


roſity which hath ſcarce a viſible effect on their 
benefaRor's pockets? 

Bur if their intereſt inſpired ſo public a joy 
into every countenance, how much more for- 
cibly did the affection, which they bore Parſon 
Adams, operate upon all who beheld his return? 
They flocked about him, like dutiful children 
round an indulgent parent, and vied with each 
other in demonſtrations of duty and love, The 
parfon- on his ſide ſhook every one by the hand, 
inquired heartily after the healths of all that were 
abſent, of their children and relations, and ex- 


reſſed a ſatisſaction in his face, which nothing 
but benevolence, made happy by its objeQs, could 


infuſe. | 
Nor did Foſeph and Fanny want a hearty 
welcome from all who ſaw them. In ſhort, no 


three perſons could be more kindly received, as 


indeed none ever more deſerved to be univer- 
Glly beloved, | EY 


* 


| 
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Adams carried his fellow- travellers home to 
his houſe, where he inſiſted on their partaking 
whatever his wife, whom, with his children, he 
found in health and joy, could -provide; where 
we ſha!l leave them enjoying ſuch perfect happi- 
els over a homely meal, to view ſcenes of grea · 
ter ſplendor, but infinitely leſs bliſs. : 


Our more intelligent readers will doubtleſs 
fuſpe&, by this ſecond appearance of Lady Booby 
on the ſtage, that all was not ended by the dis- 
miſſion of Joſeph; and, to be honeſt with them, 
they are in the right; the arrow had pierced dee- 


per than ſhe imagined, nor was the wound fo ea- 


fily to be cured. The removal of the object ſoon 
cooled her rage, but it had a different effect on 
her love; that departed with his perſon, bur this 
remained lurking in her mind with his image. 
Reſtleſs, interrupted flumbers, and confuſed hor- 
rible-dreams were her portion the firſt night. In 
the morning Fancy painted her a more delicious 
ſcene, but to delude, not to delight her; for, bes: 
fore ſhe could reach the promiſed happineſs, it 
vaniſhed, and left her to curſe, not _— the vi- 
ſion. 


She ſtarted from her ſleep, her imagination 
being all on fire with the phantom, when her 


eyes accidentally 18 towards the ſpot where 
vaſterday the real Joſeph had flood, that little 


circumſtance raiſed 550 ea f in the livelieſt colours 
in her memory. Each look, each word, each ge- 
ſture, ruſhed back on her mind with charms 
Which all his coldneſs could not abate, Nay, ſhe 
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imputed that to his youth, his folly, his awe, his 
religion, to every thing, but what would inſtant- 
ly have produced contempt, want of paſlion for 
the ſex, or that which would have rouſed her ha- 
tred, want of liking to her. ; 


Reflection then hurried her farther, and told 
her, ſhe muſt ſee this beautiful yourh no more; 
nay, ſuggeſted to her, that ſhe herſelf had difmis- 
ſed him for no other fault than probably that of 
too violent an awe and reſpect tor herſelf; and 
which ſhe ought rather to have eſteemed a merit, 
the effects of which were beſides ſo eaſily and ſu- 
rely to have been removed; ſhe then blamed, 
ſhe curſed the haſty taſ hneſs of her temper; her 
fury was vented all on herſelf, and Zoſeph appea- 
red innocent in her eyes. Her paſſion at length 

rew ſo violent, that it forced her on ſeeking re- 
lief, and now ſhe thought of recalling him : bur 
pride forbade that; pride, which ſoon drove all 
ſofter paſſions from her foul, and repreſented to 
her the meanneſs of him ſhe was ſo fond of, 
That thought ſoon began to obſcure his beauties; 
contempt ſucceeded next, and then diſdain, which 
preſently introduced her hatred of the creature 
who had given her ſo much uneaſineſs. Theſe 
enemies of Zyſeph had no ſooner taken poſſeſſion, 
of her mind, than they inſinuated to her a thou- 
fand things in his disfavour : every thing but diſli- 
ke of her perſon; a thought, which, as it would- 
have been intolerable to bear, ſhe checked the. 


moment it endeavoured, to ariſe: revenge cime. 
now 
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now to her aſſiſtance; and ſhe confidered her dis- 
miſhon of him ſtrip'd, and without a character, 
with the utmoſt pleature. She rioted in the ſeve- 
ral kinds of miſery which her imagination ſugge- 
ſted to her might be his fate, and with a ſmile 
compoſed of anger, mirth, and ſcorn, viewed 
him in the rags in which her fancy had dref- 
ſed him. 


Mrs, Slipſlop being ſummoned, attended her 
miſtreſs, who had now in her own opinion to- 
rally ſubdued this paſſion. Whilſt ſhe was dreſ- 
ſing, ſhe aſked, if that fellow had been turned 
away according to her orders, Slipſlop anſwered, 
ſhe had told her ladyt hip fo, (as indeed ſhe had). 
— ,,And how did he behave?” replied the Lady, 
„Truly, Madam, (cries Slipſlop), in ſuch a man- 
„ner as infected every body who ſaw him, The 

or lad had but little wages to receive; for he 
„conſtantly allowed his father and mother half his 
„income; ſo that when your Lordyſhip's livery 
„was ſtrip'd off, he had not wherewithal to buy a 
„coat, and muſt have gone naked, if one of the 
,footmen had not incommodated him with one: 
„and whilſt he was ftanding in his ſhirt, (and to 
„ſay truth, he was an amorous figure), being told 
„your Ladyſhip would not give him a character, 
„he ſighed, and ſaid, he had done nothing wil- 
„lingly to offend; that for his part he ſhould al- 
„ways give your Ladyſhip a good character whe» 
,reever he went; and he prayed God to bleſs 
„you, for you was the beſt of Ladies, though his 

Vol. II. K 
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„enemies had ſer you againſt him. I wiſh yon 


„had not turned him away; for I believe you ha- 


„ve not a faithfuller ſervant in the houſe.” — 
„How came you then, (replied the Lady), to ad- 
„viſe me to turn him away? „I, Madam, (faid 
„Slipſlop), I am ſure you will do me the juſtice 
„to lay, I did all in my power to prevent it; but 
„I ſaw your Ladyſhip was angry, and it is not the 
buſineſs of us upper ſervants to interfere in the- 
„ſe occafions,” — „And was it not you, auda- 
„cious wretch! (cried the Lady), who made me 
angry? Was it not your tittle - tattle, in which [ 
„believe you belied the poor fellow, which in- 
„cenſed me againſt him? He may thank you for 
„all that hath happened; and ſo may | for 
„the loſs of a good ſervant, and one who pro- 
„bably had more merit than all of you. Poor 
„fellow! I am charmed with his goodnels to his 
„parents. Why did not you tell me of that, but 
„ſuffer me to diſmils ſo good a creature without 
„ character? I ſee the reaſon of your whole be- 
„haviour now, as well as your complaint; you 
„was jealous of the wenches.” „I jealous! (ſaid 
,Slipſlop), I aſſure you I look upon myſelf as his 
„betters; I am not meat for a footman I hope.” 
Theſe words threw the Lady into a violent paſ- 
fion, and ſhe ſent Slipſlop from her preſence, 
who departed toſſing her noſe, and crying: „Mar- 
„ty come up! there are ſome people more jea- 


' »lous than I, I believe.“ Her Lady affected not 


to hear theſe words, though in reality ſhe did, and 
underſtood them too. Now enſued a ſecond con- 


ye . "__— 
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IQ, ſo like the former, that it might favour of 
repetition to relate it minutely. It may ſuffice 
to ſay, that Lady Booby: found good reaſon to 
doubt whether the had fo abſolutely conquered, 
her paſſion, as ſhe had flattered herſelf; and, in 
order to accompliſh it quite, took a reſolution 
more common than wile, to retire immediately 
into the country, The reader hath long ago ſeen 
the arrival of Mrs. Sl;pſlop, whom no pertnels 
could make her miſtreſs reſolve to part with; 


lately, that of Mr. Ponce, her forerunners, and 
laſtly, that of the Lady herſelf, 


The morning after her arrival, being Sunday, 
ſhe went to church, to the great ſurpriſe of eve- 
ry body, who wondered to fee her Ladyſhip, 
being no very conſtant church-woman, there to 
ſuddenly upon her journey. Foſeph was likewiſe 
there; and I heard it was remarked, that ſhe fi- 
xed her eyes on him much more than on the 
parſon; but this I believe to be only a malicious 
rumour. When the prayers were ended, Mr. 
Adams ſtood up, and with a loud voice pronoun- 
ced: „I publiſh the banns of marriage between 
nFoſeph Andrews and Frances Goodwill, both of 
this pariſh,” &, Whether this had any effect 
on Lady Booby or no, who was then in her pew, 
which the congregation could not fee into, I 
could never diſcover; but certain it is, that in 
about a quarter of an hour ſhe ſtood up, and di- 
rected her eyes to that part of the church where 
the women far, and perſiſted in looking that way 
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during the remainder of the ſermon, in ſo ſcrati-' 
nizing a manner, and with ſo angry a countenan- 
ce. that moſt of the women were afraid, ſ he was 
offended at them. | 
The moment ſhe returned home, ſhe ſenr 
for Slipſlop into her chamber, and told her, ſhe 
wondered what that impudent fellow Fecſeph did 
in that pariſh? Upon which Slipſtop gave her an 
account of her meeting Adams with him on the 
road, and likewiſe the adventure with Fan«y., 
At the relation of which the Lady often changed 
her countenance; and when ſhe had heard all, 
ſhe ordered Mr. Adams into her preſence, to 
whom ſhe behaved as the reader will ſee in the 


next chapter, 
CHAP. II. 


A Dialogue between Mr. Abraham Adams 
and the Lady Booby. 


M. Adams was not far off; for he was drin- 
king her Ladyſhip's health below in a cup of her 
ale. He no ſooner came before her, than ſhe 
began in the following manner: „I wonder, Sir, 
„after the many great obligations you have had to 
„this family, (with all which the reader hath, in 
the courſe of this hiſtory, been minutely acquain- 
ted), „that you will ungratefully ſhew any reſpe& 
„to a fellow who hath been turned out of it for 
„his miſdeeds. Nor doth it, I can tell you, Sir, 
become a man of your charaQter, to run about 
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„the country with an idle fellow and wench. In- 
»deed, as for the girl, I know no harm of here 
»Slipſiop tells me, ſhe was formerly bred up in 
„my houſe, and behaved as ſhe ought, till ſhe 
„hankered after this fellow, and he ſpoiled her. 
„Nay, ſhe may ſtill, perhaps, do very well, ifhe 
„will let her alone. You are therefore doing a 
,monſtruous thing, in endeavouring to procure a 
„match between theſe two people, which will be 
„to the ruin of them both.” — „Madam, (fays 
» Adams), it your Ladyſhip will but hear me 
„ſpeak, 1 proteſt I never heard any harm of Mr, 
» Foſeph Andrews; if I had, I ſhould have corre- 
„ged him for it; for I never have, nor will en» 
„courage the faults of thoſe under my cure. As 
„for the young woman, I aſſure your Ladyſhip, I 
„have as good an opinion of her as your Ladyſ hip 
»yourſelf, or any other can have, She is the 
„ſweeteſt· tempered, honeſteſt, worthieſt young 
„ereature; indeed, as to her beauty, I do not 
„comment her on that account, though all men 
„allow ſhe is the handſomeſt waman, gentle or 
, ſimple, that ever appeared in the pariſh,” „Vou 
„are very impertinent, (fays ſhe), to talk ſuch 
„fulſome ſtuff to me. It is mighty becoming, tru» 
„ly, in a Clergyman to trouble himſelf about hand- 
„ſome women, and you are a delicate judge of 
„beauty, no doubt! A man who hath lived all his 
„life in ſuch a pariſh as this, is a rare judge of 
» beauty. Ridiculous! Beauty indeed! — a coun» 
„try wench a beauty! — I ſhall be ſick when- 
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„ever | hear beauty mentioned again. — And fo 
„this wench is to ſtock the pariſh with beauties, 
ul hope — But, Sir, our poor is numerous enough 
„already; I will have no more vagabonds ſettled 
„here.“ „Madam, (ſays Adams), your Ladyl\ hip 
»is offended with me, I proteſt, without any rea- 
„ſon. This couple were deſirous to conſummate 
„long ago, and I diſſuaded them from it; nay, [ 
„may venture to ſay, I believe I was the ſole cau- 
„ſe of their delaying it.“ „Well, (ſays he,) and 
„you did very wiſely and honeſtly, too, notwith- 
„ſtanding ſhe is the greateſt beauty in the pariſh,” 
— „And now, Madam, (continued he), I only 
»perform my office to Mr. Foſeph,” — „Pray, 
„don't miſter ſuch fellows to me,” cries the Lady, 
„He, ſaid the parſon, with the conſent of Fanny, 
ybefore my face, put in the banns.” „Ves, (an- 
„ſwered the Lady), I ſuppoſe the ſlut is forward 
„enough: Slipſlop tells me how her head runs 
„upon fellows: that is one of her beauties, I ſup- 
„poſe. But if they have put in the banns, I deſi- 
„te you will publiſh them no more without my 
„orders. „Madam, (cries Adams), if any one 
„puts in ſufficient caution, and aſſigns a proper 


v„teaſon againſt them, I am willing to ſurceaſe.“ 


„IL tell you a reaſon, (fays ſhe), he is a vagabond, 
„and he ſhall not ſettle here, and bring a neſt of 
»beggars into the pariſh; it will make us bur little 
amends that they will be beauties.” „Madam, 
(anſwered Adams), with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion 
to your Ladyſ hip, I have been informed by Laws 
nyer Scout, that any perſon who ſerves a year, 
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gains a ſettlement in the pariſh where he ſer- 
„ves“ „Lawyer Scout, (replied the Lady), is an 
vimpudent coxcomb; I will have no Lawyer Scout 
interfere with me. I repeat to you again, I 
„will have no more incembrances brought on us: 
ſo I deſire you will proceed no farther,” „Ma- 
„dam, (returned Adams), I would obey your La- 
„dyſ hip in every thing that is lawful; but ſurely 
»the parties being poor is no reaſon againſt their 
marrying. God forbid there ſhould be any 
vſuch law, The poor have little ſhare enough 
of this world already; it would be barbarous in- 
„deed to deny them the common privileges and 
„innocent enjoyments which Nature indulges to 
„the animal creation.“ „Since you underſtand 
„vourſelf no better, (eries the Lady), nor the re- 
»ipe& due from ſuch as you to a woman of my 
»diſtinQtion, than to affront my ears by ſuch looſe 
,diſcourſe, I ſhall mention but one ſhort word; 
vit is my orders to you, that you publiſh theſe 
banns no more; and if you dare, I will recom- 
„mend it to your maſter, the Doctor, to diſcard 
„you from his ſervice: I will, dir, notwithſtan- 
„ding your poor family; and then you and the 
greateſt beauty in the pariſh may go and beg 
„together.“ „Madam, (anſwered Adams), I know 
„not what your Ladyſ hip means by the terms ma- 
{ter and ſervice. I am in the ſervice of a maſter, 
"who will never diſcard me for doing my duty; 
„and if the Doctor (for indeed, I have never 
been able to pay for a licence), thinks proper to 
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,curn me from my cure, God will provide me, 
»l hope, another: ar leaſt, my family, as well as 
,myſelf, have hands; and he will proſper, I doubt 
„not, our endeavours to get our bread honeſtly 
„with them, Whilſt my conſcience is pure, I 
„ſhall never fear what man can do unto me — 
»[ contemn my humility, (faid the Lady), for de- 
„meaning myſelf to converſe with you fo long; 
„I ſhall take other meaſures; for I fee you are a 
,confederate with them. But the ſooner you lea - 
„ve me the better; and I ſhall give orders that 
„my doors may no longer be open to you. I 
„will ſuffer no parſons who run about the coun- 
with beauties to be entertained here.” „Ma- 
„dam, (faid Adams), I ſhall enter into no 
„ſon's doors againſt their will; but I am affured, 
„when you have inquired farther into this mats 
„ter, you will applaud, not blame my procee- 
„ding; and ſo I humbly take my leave:” which 
he did with many bows, or at leaſt many attempts 
at a bow. a 


CHAP. III. 


I hat paſſed between the Lady and Lawyer 
Scout. | 


I. the aſternoon the Lady ſent for Mr. Scout, 
whom ſhe attacked moſt violently for intermed - 
dling with her ſervants; which he denied, and in-. 
deed with truth; for he had only aſſerted acciden- 
tally, and perhaps rightly, that a year's ſervice gai- 
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ned a ſettlement; and fo far he owned he might 
have formerly informed the parſon, and believed 
it was law, „I am reſolved, (faid the lady,) to 
„have no diſcarded ſervants of mine ſettled here; 
„and fo, if this be your law, I ſhall ſend to ano» 
„ther lawyer.“ Scout faid: if ſhe ſent to a hundred 
lawyers, not one or all of them could alter the 
law, The utmoſt that was in the power of a law- 
yer, was to prevent the law's taking effect; and 
that he himſelſ could do for her ladyſ hip as well as 
any other: „and I believe, (ſays he,) Madam, 
„your Ladyſhip not being converſant in theſe mat- 
„ters, hath miſtaken a difference; for I aſſerted 
„only, that a man who ſerved a year was ſettled. 
„Now there is a material difference between being 
„ſettled in law, and ſettled in fact; and as I affir- 
„med generally he was ſettled, and law is prefe- 
fable to fact, my ſettlement muſt be underſtood 
„in law, and not in fact. And ſuppoſe, Madam, 
we admit he was ſettled in law, what uſe will they 
„make of it? how doth that relate to fact? He is 
„not ſertled in fact; and if he be not ſettled in 
„fact, he is not an inhabitant; and if he is not an 
„inhabitant, he is not of this pariſh; and then un- 
„doubtedly he ought not to be publiſhed here: for 
„Mr. Adams hath told me your Ladyſhip's plea- 
»ſure, and the reaſon, which is a very good one, 
to prevent burdening us with the poor: we have 
„too many already; and I think we ought to have 
„an act to hang or tranſport half of them, If we 
„can prove, in evidence, that he is not ſettled in 
| K v 
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„fact, it is another matter, What I faid to Mr. 
„Adams, was on a ſuppoſition that he was ſettled 
„in fact; and indeed, if that was the caſe, I ſhould 
„doubt. — Don't tell me your facts and your ifs, 
„(ſaid the lady,) I don't underſtand your gibbe- 
vtiſ h: you take roo much upon you, and are very 
„impertincat in pretending to direct in this pariſh; 
„and you | hall be taught better, I aſſure you, you 
„hall. But as to the wench, I am reſolved {he 
yſ hall not ſettle here; I will not ſuffer ſuch beau- 
ties as theſe to produce children for us to keep. — 
„Beauties indeed! your Ladyſhip is pleaſed to be 
„merry, anſwered Scout. — Mr. Adams deſcti- 
»bed her ſo ro me, faid the Lady, — Pray what 
»ſort of dowdy is it, Mr. Scout? — The uglieſt 
„creature almoſt I ever beheld, a poor dirty drab, 
»your Ladyſ hip never ſaw ſuch a wretch, — Well, 
„but dear Mr. Scout, let her be what he will, — 
theſe ugly women will bring children, you know; 
»{o that we muſt preyent the marriage. — True, 
„Madam, (replied Scout,) for the ſubſequent mar- 
_riage co-operating with the law, will carry law 
„into fact. When a man is married, he is ſettled 
„in fat; and then he is not removeable. I will 
ſee Mr. Adams, and I make no doubt of prevai- 
„ling with him. His only objection is, doubtleſs, 
„that he ſhall loſe his fee; but that being once 
„made eaſy, as it ſhall be, I am confident no far- 
„ther objection will remain. No, no, it is impoſ- 
„ſible: but your Ladyſ hip can't diſcomment his 
unwillingneſs to depart from his fee. Every man 
,z0ught to have a proper value for his fee, as to 
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„the matter in queſtion, if your Ladyſhip pleaſe 
„to employ me in it, I will venture to promiſe you 
zfuccels. The laws of this land are not fo vul- 
„gar, as to permit a mean fellow to contend with 
»one of your Ladyſhip's fortune. We have one 
„ſure card, which is to carry him before Juſtice 
»Frolic, who, upon hearing your Ladyſhip's na- 
„me, will commit him without any farther que» 
„ſtions. As for the dirty ſlut, we ſhall have no- 
„thing to do with her; for if we get rid of the 
fellow, the ugly jade will — Take what meas» 
„ſures you pleaſe, good Mr. Scout, (anſwered the 
»Lady,) but I wiſh you could rid the pariſh of 
„both; for Slipſlop tells me ſuch ſtories of this 
„wench, that I abhor the thoughts of her; and 
„though you ſay ſhe is ſuch an ugly ſlut, yet you 
„know, dear Mr. Scout, theſe forward creatures 
»Who run after men, will always find ſome as for- 
„ward as themſelves: ſo that, to prevent the in- 
„creaſe of beggars, we muſt get rid of her. — 
„Vour Ladyſhip is very much in the right, (an- 
„ſwered Scout.) but I am afraid the law is a little 
deficient in giving us any ſuch power of preven- 
„tion; however, the juſtice will ſtretch it as far 
„as he is able, to oblige your Ladyſhip. To ſay 
„truth, it is a great bleſſing to the country that he 
„is in the commiſſion: for he hath taken ſeveral 
„poor off our hands that the law would never lay 
„bold on. I know ſome juſtices who make as 
„much of committing a man to Bridewell, as his 
„Lordſ hip at ſize would of hanging him; bur it 
„would do a man good to ſee his worl hip, our jus 
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tice, to commit a fellow to Bridewell; he takes 
„ſo much pleaſure in it; and when once we ha 
„un there; we ſeldom hear any more o' un. He 
vis either ſtarved or eat up by vermin in a month's 
„time. — Here the arrival of a viſitor put an 
end to the converſation; and Mr. Scout having 
undertaken the cauſe , and promiſed ſucceſs, de- 


parted. 


This Scout was one of thoſe fellows who, with 
out any knowledge of rhe law, or being bred to it, 
take upon them, in defiance of an act of parlia- 
ment, to act as lawyers in the country, and are cal- 
led fo. They are the peſts of ſociety, and a ſcan» 
dal to a profeſſion to which indeed they do not be- 
long, and which owes to ſuch kind of raſcallions 
the ill will which weak perſons bear towards it. 
With this fellow, to whom a little before ſhe would 
not have condeſcended to have ſpoken, did a cer- 
tain paſſion for Foſeph, and the jealouſy and dis- 
dain of poor innocent Fanny, betray the Lady 
Booby into a familiar diſcourſe, in which ſhe inad- 
vertently confirmed many hints, with which Slip- 
op, whoſe gallant he was, had pre- acquainted 
him; and whence he had taken an opportunity to 
aſſert thoſe ſevere falſehoods of little Fanny, which 
poſſibly the reader might not have been well able 
to account for, if we had not thought proper to 
give him this information, 
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CHAP. IV. 


A ſhort chapter, but very full of matter ; 
particularly the arrival of Mr. Booby 
and his Lady. 


An that night, and the next day, the Lady Booby 
aſſed with the utmoſt anxiety; her mind was di- 
ſtracted, and her ſoul toſſed up and down by many 
turbulent and oppoſite paſſions. She loved, hared, 
itied, ſcorned, admired, deſpiſed the ſame per- 
fon by fits, which changed in a very ſhort interval. 
On Tueſday morning, which happened to be a 
holiday, ſhe went to church, where, to her fur- 
priſe, Mr, Adams publiſhed the banns again, with 
as audible a voice as before, It was lucky for her, 
that as there was no ſermon, ſhe had an immedia- 
te opportunity of returning home to vent her rage, 
which ſhe could not have concealed from the con- 
gregation five minutes; indeed it was not then ve- 
numerous, the aſſembly conſiſting of no more 
than Adams, his clerk, his wife, the lady, and one 
of her ſervants. At her return ſhe met Slipſlop, 
who accoſted her in theſe words: — „O Meam, 
„what doth your Ladyſhip think? To be fure La- 
„wyer Scout hath carried Joſeph and Fanny both 
„before the Juſtice. All the pariſh. are in tears, 
„and ſay they will be hanged; for no body knows 
„what it is for, — I ſuppoſe they deſerve it, (ſays 
„the Lady.) What doſt thou mention ſuch wretches 
„to me? O dear Madam, (anſwered Slipſlop,) is 
it not a pity ſuch a graceleſ young man ſhout 
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„die a virulent death? J hope the judge will take 
wcommenſuration on his youth. As for Fanny, I 
„don't think it ſigniſies much what becomes of her: 
„and if poor Foſeph hath done any thing, I could 
»venture to {wear ſhe traduced him to it. Few 
„men ever come to a fragrant puniſ hment, but by 
„thoſe naſty creatures, who are a ſcandal to our 
»ſet.” The lady was no more pleaſed at this 
news, after a moment's reflection, than Slipſlop 
herſelf: for though ſhe wiſhed Fauny far enough, 
ſhe did not deſire the removal of 7:ſeph, eſpecial- 
ly with her. She was puzzled how to act, or 
what to ſay on this occaſion, when a coach and fix 
drove into the court, and a ſervant acquainted her 
with the arrival of her nephew Booby and his lady, 
She ordered them to be conducted into a drawings 
room, whether ſhe preſently repaired, having 
compoſed her countenance as well as ſhe could; 
and being a little ſatisfied that the wedding would 
by theſe means be at leaſt interrupted, and that 
ſhe ſhould have an opportunity to execute any re- 
ſolution ſhe might take, for which ſhe ſaw her- 
ſelf provided with an excellent inſtrument in 
Scout. 

The Lady Booby apprehended her ſervant had 
made a miſtake, when he mentioned Mr, Booby's 
lady; for ſhe had never heard of his marriage; 
but how great was her ſurpriſe, when, at her ente- 
ring the room, her nephew preſented his wife to 
her, ſaying: „Madam, this is that charming Pame- 
„la, of whom I am convinced you have heard fo 


„much. The lady received her with more civi- 
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lity than he expected; indeed with the utmoſt; 


for ſhe was perfectly polite, nor had any vice in- 
conſiſtent with good-breeding. They paſſed ſome 
little time in ordinary difcourſe, when a ſervant 
came and whiſpered Mr. Booby, who prelently 
told the ladies he muſt deſert them a little on ſo- 
me buſineſs of conſequence ; and as their diſcour- 
ſe during his abſence would afford little improve- 


ment or entertainment to the reader. we will leave 


them for a while to attend Mr, Booby, 


CHAP. V. 


Containing juſlice- buſineſs : curious prece- 
dents of depoſitions, and other matters 
neceſſary to be peruſed by all juſlices 
of the peace and their clerks. 


| Tre young ſquire and his lady were no ſooner 


alighted from their coach, than the ſervants began 
to inquire after Mr. Joſeph, from whom they ſaid 
their Lady had not heard a word, to her great ſur- 
priſe, ſince he had left Lady Pocby's. Upon this 
they were inſtantly informed of what had lately 
happened, with which they haſtily acquainted their 
maſter, who took an immediate reſolution to go 
himſelf, and endeavour to reſtore his Pamela her 
brother, before ſhe even knew ſhe had loſt bim. 


The juſtice before whom the criminals were 
carried, and who lived within a ſhort mile of the 
lady's houſe, was luckily Mr. Booby's acquaintance, 
hy his having an eſtate in his neighbourhood, Or- 
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dering therefore his horſes to his coach, he ſet out 
for the judgment-ſear, and arrived when the juſtice 
had almoſt finiſ hed his buſineſs. He was conducted 
into a hall, where he was acquainted that his Wor- 
{ hip wouid wait on him in a moment; for he had 
only a man and a woman to commit to Bridewell 
ficſt, As he was now convinced he had not a mi- 
nute to loſe, he inſiſted on the ſervant's introdu- 
cing him direQly into the room where the juſtice 
was then executing his office, as he called it. Being 
brought thither, and the firſt compliments being 

fed between the Squire and his Worſhip, the 
former aſked the latter, what crime thoſe two young 
people had been guilty of. „No great crime, an- 
„ſwered the juſtice, I have only ordered them to 
»,Bridewell for a month. But what is their cri- 
„me? repeated the Squire. Larceny, an't pleaſe 
„your Honour, ſays Scout. Ay, ſays the juſtice, 
„a kind of felonious larcenous thing. I believe 1 
„muſt order them a little correction too, a little 
ſtripping and whipping.” (Poor Fanny, who had 
hicherto ſupported all with the thoughts of Foſeph's 
company, trembled at that ſound; but indeed 
without reaſon, for none but the devil himſelf 
would have executed ſuch a ſentence on her.) 
„Still, faid the Squire, I am ignorant of the crime, 
„the fact I mean. Why there it is in peaper, an- 
ſwered the juſtice, ſhewing him a depoſition, 
which, in the abſence of his clerk, he had writ 
himſelf, of which we have, with great difficulty, 
procured an authentic copy: and here it follows 


verbatim C literatin. 
| The 
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The depoſition of James Scout layer, and Thomas 


Trotter yeoman, taken before mee, on of his 
Majeſly's juſtaſſes of the place for Zumerſetſ hire. 


„Tres deponants faith, and firſt Thomas Trot» 
„ter for himſelf faith, that on the of this in- 
ſtant October, being Sabbath · day, betwin the ours 
„of 2 and 4 in the atternoon, he zeed Foſeph An- 
„dy eis and Fraucis Goodwill walk akroſs a certane 
,felde belunging to Lawyer Scout, and out of the 
„path which ledes thru the faid felde, and there he 
„ede Foſeph Audrems with a nife cut one haſſel- 
„twig, of the value, as he believes, of 3 half pen- 
„ce, or thereabouts; and he ſaith, that the faid 
„Francis Goodwill was likewiſe walking on the 
»graſs out of the ſaid path in the ſaid felde, and did 
„receive and karry in her hand the ſaid twig, and 
»ſo was cumfartting, eading and abating to the faid 
» Joſeph therein. And the faid James Scout for 
» himſelf ſays, that he verily believes the ſaid twig 
„to be his own proper twig, &c. 


„Jeſu! ſaid the Squire, would you commit 
„two perſons to Bridemell for a twig? Yes, ſaid 
„the laywer, and with great lenity too; for if he 
„had called it a young tree, they would have been 
„both hanged, — Harkee, (ſays the juſtice, taking 


, aſide the Squire,) I ſhould not have been ſo ſe- 


vere on this occaſion, but Lady Booby deſires to 
„get them out of the pariſh: ſo Lawyer Scout will 
»give the conſtable orders to let them run away, 
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if they pleaſe; but it ſeems they intend to marry | 
„together, and the Lady hath no other means, as 
gthey ate legally ſettled there, to prevent their 
„bringing an incumbrance on her own pariſh. 
„Well, (ſaid the Squire,) I will take care my aunt 
„ſhall be farisfied in this point; and likewiſe 1 
,pcomiſe you, Joſeph here ſhall never be any in- 
„cumbrance on her, I ſhall be obliged to you the- 
,refore, if inſtead Bridewel! you will commit them 
„to my cuſtody, — O, to be ſure, Sir, if you de» 
fire it,” anſwered the juſtice: and without more 
ado, Joſeph and Fanny were delivered over to 
Squire Booby, whom Foſeph very well knew, but 
little gueſſed how nearly he was related to him. 
The juſtice burnt his mizrimns; the conſtable was 
ſent about his buſineſs; the lawyer made no com- 
plaint for the want of juſtice; and the priſoners, 
with exulting hearts, gave a thouſand thanks to 
his honour Mr, Booby, who did not intend their 
obligations to him ſhould ceafe here; for ordering 
his man to produce a cloak- bag. which he had cau- 
ſed to be brought from Lady Booby's on purpoſe, 
he deſited the juſtice that he might have Joſeph 
with him into a room; where, ordering his ſer- 
vant to take out a ſuit.of his own clothes, with li- 
nen and other neceſſaries, he left Zoſeph to dreſs 
himſelf, who, not yet knowing the caule of all this 
civility, excuſed his accepting ſuch a favour, as long 
as decently he could. Whilſt Foſeph was dreſſing, 
the Squire repaired to the juſtice, whom he found 


talking with Fanny; for, during the examination, 


ſhe had flopped her hat over her eyes, which we- 
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te alſo bathed in tears, and had by that means | 
concealed from his Worſhip what m aur, perkaps, 
have rendered the arrival of Mr. Booby unneceſſa- 
ry, at leaſt fo# herſelf. The juſtice no ſooner 
ſaw her countenance cleared up, and her brighr 
eyes ſhining thro' her tears, than he ſecretly cur- 
ſed himſelf 15 having once thought of Bridewell 
for her. He would willingly have ſent his own 
wife thither, to have had Fanny in her place; And, 
conceiving almoſt at the ſame inſtant deſires, and 
ſchemes to accomplil h them, he employed the 
minutes, while the Squire was abſent with Zoſeph, 
in aſſuring ber how ſorry he was for having trea- 
ted her ſo roughly before he kngw her merit; and 
told her, that ſince Lady Booby was unwilling that 
ſhe ſhould ſertle in her pariſh, ſhe was heartily 
Tl os, to his, where he promiſed her his pro- 
tetion; adding, that he would take F-ſeph and her 
into his own ami if The liked it; which aſſurance 
he confirmed with a ſqueeze by the hand. She 
thanked him very kindly, and ſid: ſhe would ac- 


- quaint Foſeph with the offer, which: he would cer- 


tainly be glad to accept; for that Lady Booby was 
angry with them both; though ſ he did not know : 
either had done any thing to offend her; but im- 
age it to Madam Slipſ op, n =y — been 
r enemy. * 1 
The Squire now returned, md Levant i an 
farther continuance of this converſation; and t 
juſtice, out of a pretended reſpect to his gueſt, but 
in n from an ee of a rival, . he 
U | 
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knew nothing of his marriage,) ordered Fanny in! 
to the kitchen whither ſhe gladly retired; nor did 
the Squire, who. declined the trouble of explai- 
ping the whole matter, oppoſe it. 

lt would be unneceſſary, if I was able, which 
indeed Iam not, to relate the converſation be- 
tween theſe two gentlemen, which rolled; as I ha» 
ve been informed, entirely on the ſubje& of horſe- 
racing. Foſeph was ſoon drefled in the plaineſt 
dreſs he could find, which was a blue coat and 
breeches, with a gold edging, and a red waiſtcoat 
with the ſame: and as this ſuit, which was rather 
too large for the Squire, exactly fitted him; fo he 
became it ſo well, and looked ſo genteel, that no 
perſon would have doubted its being as well adap- 
red to his quality as his ſhape ; nor have ſuſpected, 
as one might, when my Lord —, or Sir —, or 
Mr, — appear in lace or embroidery, that the 
tailor's man wore thoſe clothes home on his back, 
which he ſhould have carried under his arm, 

- The Squire now took leave of the juſtice, and 
calling far Fanny, made her and Foſeph, againſt 
their wills, get into the coach with him, which he 
then ordered to drive to Lady Booby's. — It had 
moved a few yards only, when the Squire aſked 
Foſeph, if he knew who that man was croſſing the 
field? ,” added he, „I never ſaw one take 
»ſuch ſtrides before.“ Joſep anſwered eagerly, 
„O Sir, it is Parſon Adams.” — „O la! indeed, 
„and ſo it is,” ſaid Fanny, „poor man he is co- 
„ming to do what he could for us. Well, he is the 
yworthieſt beſt-natured creature,” — „Ay, faid 
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» Joſeph, God bleſs him: for there is riot ſuch 
„another in the univerſe,” — „The beſt creatute 
„living ſure,” cries Fanny.” Is he? fays the 
„Squire, „then I am reſolved to have the belt 
creature living in my coach; and fo ſaying, he 
ordered it to ſtop, whilſt Feſeph, at his requeſt, 
hollowed to the parſon, who well knowing bis 
voice, made all the haſte imaginable, and foon ca» 
me up with them. He was deſired by the maſter, 
who could ſcatce refrain from laughter at his figue 
re, to mount into the coach, which he, with ma- 
ny thanks, refuſed, faying he could walk by its 
ſide, and he'd warrant he kept up with it; but be 
was at length over-prevailed on, The Squire now 
acquainted Foſeph with his marriage; but he might 
have ſpared himſelf that labour; for. his ſervant, 
whilſt Foſeph was dreſſing, had performed that 
office before, He continued to exprefs the vaſt 
happineſs he enjoyed in his ſiſter, and the value he 
had for all who belonged to her, Foſeph made ma- 
ny bows, and expreſſed as many acknowledgments ; 
and Parfon Adams, who now firſt perceived Jo- 
ſeph's new apparel, burſt into tears with joy, and 
fell ro rubbing his hands and ſnapping his fingers, 
as if he had been mad. 


They were now arrived at the Lady Booby's ; 
and the Squire deſiring them to wait a moment in 
the court, walked in to his aunt, and calling her 
out from his wife, acquainted her with Foſeph's 
arrival; ſaying : „Madam, as I have married a vir- 
ywous and worthy — am reſolved to own 

i 
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her relations, and ſhew them all a proper reſped; 
„I ſhall think myſelf therefore infinitely obliged 
„to all mine, who will do the fame. It is true, her 
„brother hath been your ſervant, but he is now 
become my brother; and I have one happineſs, 
„ that neither his character, his behaviour, or ap- 
„peatance give me any reaſon to be aſhamed of cal- 
„ling him fo, In ſhort, he is now below, dreſſed 
„like a gentleman, in which light I intend he ſ hall 
hereafter be ſeen: and you will oblige me beyond 
expreſſion, if you will admit him to be of our 
„party; for I know it will give great pleaſure to my 
„wife, though ſhe will not mention it.“ | 


This was a ſtroke of fortune beyond the Lady 
Booby's hopes or expeQation; ſhe anſwered him 
eagerly : ,,Nephew, you know how eaſily I am 
»prevailed on to do any thing which Joſeph Au- 
ndrews deſires — Phoo, I mean which you deſire 
„me; and as he is now your relation, I cannot 
_reluſe to entertain him as ſuch.” The Squire 
told her, he knew his obligation to her for her 
compliance; and going three ſteps, returned and 
told her — he had one more favour, which he be- 
lieved ſhe would eaſily grant, as ſhe had accorded 
him the former. ,, There is a yonng woman” — 
» Nephew,” fays ſhe, „don't let my good - nature 
„make you deſire, as is too commonly the caſe, to 
„impoſe on me; nor think, becauſe I have, with 
»ſo much condeſcenſion, agreed to ſuffer your 
» brother-in-law to come to my table, that I will 
vſubmit to the company of all my own ſervants, 
and all the dirty trollops in the country. „Ma- 
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„dam, anſwered the Squire, „I believe you never 
„ſaw this young creature. I never beheld ſuch 
„ſweetneſs and innocence, joined with ſuch beau- 
„ty, and withal fo genteel.” „Upon my ſoul I 
„won't admit her,” replied the Lady in a paſſion; 
„the whole world ſ han't prevail on me. I reſent 
„even the deſire as an affront, and” — The Squi- 
re, who knew her inflexibility, interrupted her, 
by aſking pardon, and promiſing not to mention 
it more. He then returned to Joſeph, and ſhe 
to Pamela, He took Foſeph alide, and told he 
would carry him to his filter; but could not pre- 
vail as yet for Fanny, Foſeph begged that he might 
ſee his ſiſter alone, and then be with his Fanny; 
but the Squire knowing the pleaſure his wife would 
have in her brother's company, would not admit 
it, telling Joſeph, there would be nothing in ſo 
ſhort an abſence from Fanny, whilſt he was as- 
ſured of her fafety; adding, he hoped he could. 
not eaſily quit a ſiſter whom he had not ſeen ſo 
long, and who fo tenderly loved him. — Foſeph 
immediately complied: for, indeed, no brother 
could love a ſiſter more: and recommending Fan- 
Ky, who rejoiced that ſhe was not to go before 
Lady Booby, to the care of Mr. Adams, he atten- 
ded the Squire up ſtairs, whilſt Fanny repaired 
with the parſon to his houſe, where ſhe thought 
herſelf ſecure of a kind reception. | 
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CHAP, VI. 


Of which you are deſired to read no more 
than you like, 


* meeting between Foſeph and Pamela was 
not without tears of joy on both fides: and their 
embraces were full of tenderneſs and affeQtion. 
They were however regarded with much more 
pleaſure by the nephew than by the aunt, to whoſe 
flame they were fuel only; and being aſliſted by 
the addition of dreſs, which was indeed nor wanted 
to ſer off the lively colours in which Nature had 
drawn health, ſtrength, comelineſs and youth. In 
the afternoon Foſeph, at their own requeſt, enter- 
tained them with an account of his adventures; 
nor could Lady Booby conceal her diſſatisfaction 
at thoſe parts in which Fanny was concerned, eſpe - 
cially when Mr. Booby launched forth into fuch 
rapturous praiſes of her beauty. She faid, applying 
to her niece, that ſhe wondered her nephew, who 
had pretended to marry for love, ſhould think fuch 
a ſubjeCt proper to amuſe his wife with; adding, 
that for her part, ſhe ſhould be jealous of a huſ- 


band, who ſpoke ſo warmly in praife of another 


woman. Pamela anſwered, indeed ſhe thought ſhe 
had cauſe; but it was an inſtance of Mr, Booby's 
aptneſs to ſee more beauty in women than they 
were miſtreſſes of. At which words both the wo- 
men fixed their eyes on two looking - glaſſes; and 
Lady Booby replied, that men were, inthe general, 
very ill judges of beauty; and then, whilſt both 
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contemplated only their own faces, they paid a 
croſs compliment to each other's charms, _ When 
the hour of reſt approached, which the Lady of the 
houſe deferred as long as decently ſhe could, ſhe 
informed Foſeph (whom for the future we ſhall 
call Mr, Foſeph, he having as good a title to that 
appellation as many others, I mean that inconteſted 
one of good clothes,) that ſhe had ordered a bed 
to be provided for him. He declined this favour 


to his utmoſt; for his heart had long been with his 


Fanny; but ſhe inſiſted on his accepting it, al- 
ledging , that the pariſh had no proper accommo- 
dation for ſuch a perſon as he was now to eſteem 
himſelf. The Squire and his Lady both joining 
with her, Mr. Foſeph was at laſt forced to give over 
his deſign of viſiting Fanny that evening, who, on 
her (ide, as impatiently expected him till midnight, 
when, in complaiſance ro Mr. Adams's family, 
who had fat up two hours out of reſpe& to her, 
ſhe retired to bed, but not to ſleep; the thought 
of her love kept her waking, and his not returs 
ning according to his promiſe filled her with unea- 
ſineſs; of which however, ſhe could not aſſign 
any other cauſe than merely that of being abſent 
from him. | | ME”; eh 
Mr. Foſeph roſe early in the morning, and 
viſited her in whom his ſoul delighted, She ng 
ſooner heard his voice in the parſon's parlour, 
than ſhe leapt from her bed, and dreſſing berſelf 
in a few minutes, went down to him. They 
paſſed two hours with inexpreſſible happineſs to- 
| LV wt 
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gether, and then having appointed Monday, by 
Mr. Adams's permillion, for their -marriage, Mr. 
Jeſeph returned, according to his promiſe, to 
breakfaſt at the Lady Booby's, with whoſe beha- 
viour tince the evening we ſhall now acquaint 
the reader, We | 


She was no ſooner retired to her chamber, 
than ſhe aſked Slip/l:;p what ſhe thought of this 
wonderful creature her nephew had married? 
„Madam!“ faid Slipſlop, not yet ſufficiently un- 
derſtanding what anſwer ſhe was to make, „1 
aſk you, anſwered the Lady, what do you think 
„of the dowdy, my niece I think I am to call 
„her? Slipſiop wanting no further hint, began 
to pull her to pieces, and ſo miſerably defaced 
her, that it would have been impoſſible for any 
one to have known the perſon. The Lady gave 
her all the aſſiſtance ſhe could, and ended with 
ſaying: — „I think, Slipſlop, you have done her 
»jaſtice: but yer, bad as ſhe is, ſhe is an angel 
„compared to this Fauny.” Slipſlop then fell on 
Fanny, whom ſhe hacked and hewed in the like 
barbarous manner, concluding with an obſerva- 
tion, that there was always ſomething in thoſe 
low life creatures which muſt eternally diſtinguiſh 
them from their bettets. „Really, ſaid the Lady, 
„I think there is one exception to your rule; I 
„am certain you may gueſs who l mean,” „Not 
ul, upon my word, Madam,” faid Slipſtop. — 
„I mean a young fellow; ſure ＋ are the dulleſt 
z.wretch,” ſaid the Lady, — „O la, I am indeed 
— Yes truly, Madam, he is an acceſſion,” an- 
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aſwered Slipſlop. — „Ay, is he not, Slipſlop? 
returned the Lady. Is he not ſo genteel, that a 
„prince might without a bluſh acknowledge him 
„ſor his ſon. His behaviour is ſuch that would 
„not ſhame the beſt education. He borrows 
, from his ſtation a condeſcenſion in every thing 
„to his ſuperiors, yet unattended by that mean 
yſervility which is called good behaviour in ſuch 
„perſons. Every thing he doth, hath no mark of 
»the baſe motive of fear, bur viſibly ſhews ſome 
,reſpe& and gratitude, and carries with it the per- 
„ſuaſion of love, — And then for his virtue; 
»ſuch piety to his parents, ſuch tender affection 
to his ſiſter, ſuch integrity in his friendſhip, ſuch 
bravery, ſuch goodneſs, that if he had been born 
„a gentleman, his wife would have poſſeſſed the 
„moſt invaluable blefling,” —— „To be ſure, 
»Ma'am,” faid Slipſlop, — „But as he is, anſwe- 
„ted the Lady, if he had a thouſand more good 
„qualities, it muſt render a woman of faſhion 
„contemptible even to be ſuſpected of thinking of 
„him: yes, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf for ſuch a 
„thought.“ „To be ſure, Ma'am,” faid Slipſlop. 
»And why to be ſure? replied the Lady, thou art 
yalways one's echo, Is he not more worthy of 
affeftion than a dirty country clown, though 
»born of a family as old as the flood, or an idle 
„worthleſs rake, or little puiſné beau of quality? 
»And yet theſe we muſt condemn ourſelves to, 
„in order to avoid the cenſure of the world; to 
„ſhun the contempt of others, we muſt ally our« 


vſelves to thoſe we deſpiſe; we mult prefer birth. 
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ytitle and fortune, to real merit. It is a tyranny 
„of cuſtom, a tyranny we muſt comply with: for 
„Wwe people of faſ hion are the ſlaves of cuſtom.” 
— „Marry come up!” ſaid Slipſlop, who now 
well knew which party to take, „If I was a wo- 
„man of your Ladyfhip's fortune and quality, I 
„would be a ſlave to no body!“ — „Me, faid 
„the Lady, I am ſpeaking if a young woman of 
faſhion, who had feen nothing of the world, 
„ſhauld happen to like fuch a fellow, — Me, in- 
»deed! I hope thou doſt not imagine.” — „No, 
„Ma'am. to be ſure,” cries Slipſ/op. „No! what 
ano? cried the Lady, Thou art always ready to 
anſwer before thou haſt heard one, So far I muſt 
allow he is a charming fellow. Me, indeed! No, 
Sl:pſlop, all thoughts of men are over with me. 
„ | have loſt a huſband, who—bur if I ſhould 
reflect, I ſhould run mad. — My future eaſe 
„muſt depend upon forgetſulneſs. Slipſlop, let 
„me hear ſome of thy nonſenſe, to turn my 
„thoughts another way. What doſt thou think of 
„Mr. Andrews?” „Why, I think, ſays Sligſlop, 
„he is the handſomeſt, and moſt propereſt man I 
„ever ſaw; and if I was a Lady of the greateſt 
„degree, it would be well for ſome folks. Your 
„Ladyſ hip may talk of cuſtom if you pleaſe; but 
»l am conf:idous there is no more compariſon bet - 
„ween young Mr. Andrews, and moſt of the 
„young gentlemen who come to your Ladyſhips 
„houſe in London; a parcel of whipper-ſnapper 
(parks: I would ſooner marry our old Parſon 


„Adams: never tell me. what people fay, whilſt 
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„Tam happy in the arms of him I love. Some 
„folks rail againſt other folks, becauſe other folks 
„haye what ſome folks would have been glad of? 
— „And fo, anſwered the Lady, if you was a 
„woman of condition, you would really mar 

„Mr. Andrews?” — „Ves, I aſſure your Lad 

„ſhip, replied Slipſlop, if he would have me.“ 
Fool, idiot, cries the Lady, if he would have a 
„woman of faſhion! is that a queſtion? „No tru- 
„ly, Madam, laid Slipſlop, I believe it would be 
„none, if Fanny, was out of the way: and I am 
„cenſidous, it I was in your Ladyfhip's place, and 
„liked Mr. Zoſeph Andrews, ſhe Thould not ſtay 
„in the pariſh a moment. I am ſure Lawyer Scout 
„would ſend her packing, if your Ladyſ hip would 
„but fay the word.” This laſt ſpeech of Shpſlop 
raiſed a tempeſt in the mind of her miſtreſs. She 
feared Scout had betrayed her, or rather that f he 
had betrayed herſelf. After ſome ſilence, and a 
double change of her complexion, firſt to pale 
and then to red, ſhe thus ſpoke: „I am aſtoniſhed 
vat the liberty you give your tongye. Would you 
infinuate, that I employed Scout againſt this 
„wench, on the account of the fellow?“ „La, 
„Ma'am,“ faid Slipſlop, frighted out of her wits, 
vt afſaſſenare ſuch a thing!” „I think you dare not, 
„anſwered the Lady, I believe my conduct may 
defy malice itſelf to aſſert fo curſed a flander, If 
„L had ever diſcovered any wantonnefs, any light- 
,neſs in my behaviour; if I had followed the ex- 
vample of ſome whom thou haſt, I believe, ſeen, 


vin allowing myſelf indecent liberties, even with 
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va huſ band: but. the dear man who is gone, (here 
„ſhe began to ſob); was; he alive again, (then ſhe 
„produced tears), could not upbraid me with any 
none a of tenderneſs or paſſion. No, Slipſlop, 
„all the time I cohabited with him, he never ob- 
atained even a kiſs from me, without my expreſ- 
,fing.reluQance in the granting it, I am ſure he 
himſelf never ſuſpected how much I loved, him. 
„ Since his death, thou knoweſt, though it is 
almoſt ſix weeks (it wants but a day) ago, I have 
„not admitted one viſitor, till this fool my nephew 
arrived, I have confined myſelf quite to one 
„party of friends. — And can ſuch a conduct as 
„this fear to be arraigned? To be accuſed not 
„only of a paſſion which I have always deſpiſed, 
„but of fixing it on ſuch an object, a creature ſo 
much beneath my notice?” — „Upon my word, 
„Ma'am, fays Slipſiop, I do not underſtand your 
»Ladyſhip, nor know IT any thing of the matter.“ 
— „I believe, indeed, thou doſt not underſtand 
„me. — Thoſe are delicacies wich exiſt only in 
„ſupetior minds; thy coarſe ideas cannot compre- 
„hend them, Thou art a low creature, of the 
» Andrews breed, a reptile of a lower order, a 
„weed that grows in the common garden of the 
creation,” — I aſſure your Ladyſhip,” ſays Slip- 
ſtop, whoſe paſſions were almoſt of as high an or- 
der as her Lady's, „I bave no more to do with 
»Common Garden than other folks. Really, your 
»Ladyſhip talks of ſervants as if they were not of 
»the Chriſtian ſpecious. Servants have fleſh and 


„blood, as well as quality; and Mr. Andrews him · 
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»felf is a proof that they have as good, if not bets 
„ter. And for my own part, I can't. 9 7 
„my Dears *) ate coarſer than other people's: 
„am ſure, if Mr, Andrews was a dear of mine, I 
»{hould not be aſhamed of him in company with 
»gentlemen; for whoever hath ſeen him in his 
„new clothes, muſt conſeſs he looks as much like 
„a gentleman as any body. Coarſe, quotha! I 
„can't bear to hear the poor young fellow run 
,,down neither; for 1 will fay this, I never heard 
„him fay an ill word of any body in his life I 
„am ſure his coarſeneſs doth not lie in his heart; 
„for he is the beſt natured man in the world; and 
vas for his ſkin, it is no coarſer than other peo- 
»ples,-I am ſure. His boſom, when a boy, was 
„as White as driven ſnow; and where it is no 
„covered with hairs, it is fo ſtill. Ifakins! if 
„was Mrs. Andrews, with a hundred a year, | 
»{ hould not envy the beſt She who wears a head. 
„A woman who could not be happy with ſuch a 
man, ought never to be ſo: for it he can't make 
va woman happy, I never yer beheld the man 
„Who (could, I fay again, I wiſh I was a. great 
„Lady for his fake; I believe when I had made a 
ygentleman of him, he'd behave ſo, that no body, 
„ſhould deprecate what I had done; and 1 fancy 
afew would venture to tell him he was no gentle- 
„man to his face, nor to mine neither.“ At which 
words, taking up the candles, ſhe, aſked her mi- 
ſtreſs, who had been ſome time in her. bed, if, 
ſhe had any farther commands; who mildly: an- 
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ſwered The had none; and telling her The was a 
comical creature, bid her good night. 9b, 


CHAP,” VII. 


Philoſophical reflections, the like not to be 
Pound in any light French Romance. 
Mr. Booby's grave advice to Joſeph, 
end Fanny's encounter with a beau. 


H. my good reader,” hath ſo vaſt a preva · 
lence over the human mind, that there is ſcarce 
any thing too ſtrange or too ſtrong to be aſſerted 
of it. The ſtory of the miſer, who, from long 
accuſtoming to cheat others, came at laſt to cheat 
himſelf, and with great delight and triumph pi- 
cked his own pocket of a guinea to convey it to 
his hoard, is not impoſſible or improbable, In like 
manner it fares with the practiſers of deceit, who, 
from having long deceived their acquaintance, 
gain at laſt a power of deceiving themſelves, and 
acquire that very opinion (however falſe) of their 
own abilities, excellencies and virtues, into which 
they have for years, perhaps, endeavoured to be- 
tray their neighbours. Now, reader, to apply this 


obſervation to my preſent” purpoſe, thou muſt 
know, that as the paſſion, generally called love, 
exerciſes moſt of the talents of the female or fair 
world; ſo in this they now and then diſcover a 
ſmall inclination to deceit: for which thou wilt 
not be angry with the beautiful creatures, 2 
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thou haſt conſidered, that at the age of ſeven, or 


ſomething earlier, Miſs is inſtructed by her mo- 


ther, that maſter is a very monſtruous kind of 


animal, who will, if ſhe ſuffers him to come too 
near her, infallibly eat her up, and grind her to 
pieces: that ſo far from killing or toying with 
him, of her own accord, ſhe muſt not admit 


him to kiſs or toy with her; and, laſtly, that ſhe. 


muſt never have any affedtion towards him; for 
if ſhe ſhould, all her friends in petticoats would 
eſteem her 4 traitreſs, point at her, and hunt her 
out of their ſociety. Theſe impreſſions being firſt 
received, are farther and deeper inculcated by their 
ſchool-miſtreſſes and companions; ſo that by the 
age of ten they have contracted fuch a dread and 
abhorrence of the above named monſter, thar, 
whenever they ſee him, they fly from him as 
the innocent hare doth from the grey hound. 
Hence, to the age of fourteen or fifteen, they en- 
tertain a mighty antipathy to maſter; they reſol- 
ve, and frequently profeſs, that they will never 
have any commerce with him, and entertain fond 
hopes of paſſing their lives out of his reach, of 
the poſſibility of which they have fo viſible an 
example in their good maiden aunt, But when 
they arrive at this period, and have now paſs'd 
their ſecond climaRteric, when their wiſdom, grown 
riper, begins to ſee a little farther, and from al- 
moſt daily falling in maſter's way, to apprehend 
the great difficulty of keeping out of it; and 


when they obſerve him look often at them, and 
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ſometimes very eagerly and earneſtly too, (for the' 
monſter ſeldom takes any notice of them till ar 
this age), wn then begin to think of their dan- 
ger: and as they perceive they cannor eaſily avoid 
him, the wiſer part bethink themſelves of provi. 
ding by other means for their ſecurity. They 
endeavour, by all the methods they can invent, 
to render themſelves fo amiable in his eyes, that 
he may have no inclination to hurt them; in 
which they generally fucceed ſo well, that his 
eyes, by frequent languiſhing, ſoon leſſen their 
idea ot his fierceneſs, and fo far abate their fears, 
that they venture to parley with him: and when 
they perceive him fo different from what he hath 
been deſcribed, all gentleneſs, foftneſs, kindneſs, 
tenderneſs, fondneſs, their dreadful apprehenſions 
vaniſh in a moment; and now, (it being uſual 
with the human mind to ſkip from one extreme 
to its oppoſite, as eaſily, and almoſt as ſuddenly, 
as a bird from one bough to another), love in- 
Nantly ſucceeds to fear. But as it happens to per- 
ſons who have in their infancy been thoroughly 
frightened with certain no-perfons, called ghoſts, 
that they retain their dread of thoſe beings after 
they are convinced that there are no ſuch things: 


. theſe young Ladies, tho' they no longer appre- 


hend devouring, cannot fo entirely ſhake off all 
that hath been inſtilled into them; they ſtill en- 
tertain the idea of that cenfure which was fo 
ſtrongly imprinted on their tender minds, to which 
the declarations of abhorrence, they every day hear 


from their companions, greatly contribute, Te 
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avoid this cenſure, therefore, is now their only 
care; for which purpoſe they ſtill pretend the ſa- 
me averſion to the monſter; and the more they 
love him, the more ardently they counterſeit the 
antipathy. By the continual and conſtant practice 
of which deceit on others, they at length impoſe 
on themſelves, and really. believe they bate what 
they love. Thus indeed it happened to Lady 
Bochy, who loved Foſeph long before ſhe knew 
it; and now loved him much more than ſhe 
ſuſpe ed. She had indeed, from the time of his 
ſiſter's arrival in the quality of her niece, and 
from the inſtant ſhe viewed him in the dreſs and 
charaQer of a gentleman, began to conceive ſe- 
cretly a deſign which love had concealed from her- 
ſelf, till a dceam betrayed it to her, | 


She had no ſooner riſen than ſhe ſent for her 
nephew; when he came to her, after many com- 
pliments on his choice, ſhe told him, he mighe 
perceive, in her condeſcenſion to admit her own 
ſervant to her table, that ſhe looked on the fami- 
ly of Andrews as his relations, and indeed hers 
that as he had married into ſuch a family, it beca- 
me him to endeayour by all methods ro raiſe it as 
much as poſſible. At length ſhe adviſed him to 
uſe all his art to diſſuade Foſeph from his inten- 
ded match, which would ſtill enlarge their rela- 
tion to meanneſs and poverty; concluding, that 
by a commiſſion in the army, or ſome other gen- 
teel employment, he might ſoon put young Mr. 
Andrews on the foot of a gentleman; and 
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being once done, his accompliſhments might 
quickly gain him an alliance which would not be 
to their diſcredit. 

Her nephew heartily embraced this propoſal; 
and finding Mr. Jeſeph with his wife, at his re- 
turn to her chamber, he immediately began thus: 
„My love to my dear Pamela, brother, will extend 
„to all her relations, nor ſhall I ſhew them leſs 
,}reſpe& than if I had married into the family of 
a duke. I hope I have given you ſome early 
teſtimonies of this, and ſhall continue to give 
„you daily more. You will excuſe me therefore, 
„brother, if my concern for your intereſt makes 
„me mention what may be, perhaps, diſagreeable 
„to you to hear: but I muſt inſiſt upon it, that if 
„you have any value for my alliance or my friend - 
»{ hip, you will decline any thoughts of engaging 
»farther with a girl, who is, as you are a relation 


of mine, ſo much beneath you. I know there 


may be at firſt ſome difficulty in your complian- 
„ce, but that will daily diminiſh; and you will 
yin the end ſincerely thank me for my advice, [ 
»own indeed the girl is handſome; but beauty 
„alone is a poor ingredient, and will make but an 
uncomfortable marriage.” „Sir, faid 7cſeph, I 
„aſſure you, her beauty is her leaſt perfection; nor 
„do I know a virtue which that young creature is 
„not poſſeſſed of.” „As to her virtues, anſwered 
»Mr. Booby, you can be yet but a flender judge 
„of them: but if ſhe had never ſo many, you will 
„find her equal in theſe among her ſuperiors in 
»bicth and fortune, which now you are to eſteem 
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„on a footing with yourſelf; at leaſt I will take 
„care they f hall ſhortly be fo, unleſs you prevent 
„me by degrading yourſelf with ſuch a match, a 
„match I have hardly patience to think of, and 
„which would break the hearts of your parents, 
„who now rejoice in the expeQation of ſeeing 
„you make a figure in the world.” „I know nor, 
replied Foſeph, that my parents have any power 
„over my inclinations, nor am I obliged to facrifi- 
„ce my happineſs to their whim or ambition: be- 
„ſides, I ſhall be very ſorry to ſee that the un- 
,expeted advancement of my ſiſter ſhould fo 
„ ſuddenly inſpire them with this wicked pride; 
„and make them deſpiſe their equals. I am reſol- 
„ved on no account to quit my dear Fanny, no, 
„though I could raiſe her as high above her pre- 
„ ſent ſtation as you have raiſed my ſiſter.” „Vour 
yſiſter, as well as myſelf, faid Booby, are greatly 
„obliged to you for the compariſon: but, Sir, 
„ſhe is not worthy to be compared in beauty to 
„my Pamela, nor hath ſhe half her merit. And 
» beſides, Sir, as you civilly throw my marriage 
„with your ſiſter in my teeth, I muſt teach you 
„the wide difference between us: my fortune ena» 
»bled me to pleaſe myſelf, and it would have 
„been as overgrown a. folly in me to have omit» 
„ted it, as in you to do it.” „My fortune enables 
„me to pleaſe myſelf likewiſe, ſaid Foſeph, for all 
„my pleaſure is centred in Fanny; and whilſt I 
„have health, I ſhall be able to ſupport her with 
eMy labour in that ſtation to which ſhe was born, 
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„and with which ſhe is content.“ „Brother, ſaid 
„Pamela, Mr, Booby adviſes you as a friend; and, 
„no doubt, my papa and mamma will be of his 
„opinion, and will have great reaſon to be angry 
„with you for deſtroying what his goodneſs bath 
„done, and throwing down our family again, af- 
„ter he hath raiſed it. It would become you bet - 
„ter, brother, to pray for the aſſiſtance of grace 
»againſt ſuch a paſſion, than to indulge it.” — 
„Sure, ſiſter, you are not in earneſt; I am ſure 
„ſhe is your equal at leaſt,” — „She was my 
„equal, anſwered Pamela, but I am no longer 
„Pamela Andrews, 1 am now this gentleman's La» 
„dy, and as ſuch am above her, — I hope I ſhall 
ynever behave with an unbecoming pride; but at 
„the fame time I ſhall always endeavour to know 
„myſelf, and queſtion not the aſſiſtance of grace 
„to that purpoſe.” They were now ſummoned 
to breakfaſt, and thus ended their diſcourſe for 
the preſent, very litile to the ſatisfaction of any 
of the parties. 


Fanny was now walking in an avenue at ſo- 
me diſtance from the houſe, where Foſeph had 
promiſed to take the firſt opportunity of coming 
to her. She had not a ſhilling in the world, and 
had ſubſiſted ever ſince her return entirely on the 
charity of Parſon Adams, A young gentleman, 
attended by many ſervants, came up to her, and 
al ked her, if that was not the Lady Booby's houſe 
before him? This, indeed he well knew, but had 
framed the queſtion for no other reaſon than to 


make her look up, and diſcover if her face was 
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equal to the delicacy of her ſhape. He no ſoo- 


ner ſaw it, than he was ſtruck wich amazement, 


He ſtop'd his horſe, and ſwore he was the moſt 
beautitul creature he ever beheld, Then inſtant- 
ly alighting, and delivering his horſe to his ſer- 
vant, he rapt out half a dozen oaths that he would 
kiſs her; to which ſhe ar firſt ſubmitted, begging 
he would not be rude: but he was not fatisfied 
with the civility of a falute, nor even with the ru- 
deſt attack he could make on her lips, but caught 
her in his arms, and endeavoured to kiſs her 
breaſts, which, with all her ſtrength ſhe reſiſted; 
and, as our ſpark was not of the Herculean race, 
with ſome difficulty prevented. The young gent- 
leman being ſoon out of breath in the (ſtruggle, 
quitted her; and, remounting his horſe, called 
one of his ſervants to him, whom he ordered to 
ſtay behind with her, and make her any offers 


whatever, to prevail on her to return home with 


him in the evening, and to aſſure her he would 
take her into keeping, He then rode on with 
his other ſervants, and arrived at the Lady's houſe, 
to whom he was a diſtant relation, and was co- 
me to pay a viſit. 


The truſty fellow, who was employed in an 
office he had been long accuſtomed to, diſchar- 


ged his part with all the fidelity and dexterity 


imaginable, but to no purpoſe, She was entire- 
ly deaf to his offers, and rejected them with the 
utmoſt diſdain. At laſt the pimp, who had per- 


haps more warm blood about him than his ma- 
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ſter, began to ſolicit for himſelf; he told her, 


though he was a fervant, he was a man ot ſo- 
me fortune, which he would make her miſtreſs 
of—and this without any inſult to her virtue, for 
that he would marry her, She anſwered, if his 
maſter himſelf, or the greateſt Lord in the land, 
would marry her, ſhe would refuſe him, At 
laſt, being weary with perſuaſions, and on fire 
with her charms, which would have almoſt kind- 
led a flame in the boſom of an antient philoſo- 
pher, or modern divine, he faſtened his horſe 
to the ground, and attacked her with much mo- 
re force than the gentleman had exerted. Poor 
Fanny would not have been able to reſiſt his ru- 
deneſs a long time; but the deity, who preſi- 
des over chaſte love, ſent her Foſeph to her aſſi- 
ſtance, He no ſooner came within fight, and 
perceived her ſtruggling with a man, than like 
a canon- ball, or like lightning. or any thing that 
is ſwifter, if any thing be, he ran towards her, 
and coming up juſt as the raviſher had torn her 
handkerchief from her breaſt, before his lips had 
touched that ſeat of innocence and bliſs, he 
dealt him fo luſty a blow in that part of his 
neck which a rope would have become with 
the utmoſt gs , that the fellow ſtagge- 
red backwards; and perceiving he had to do 
with ſomething rougher than the little, tender, 
trembling hand of Fanny, he quitted her, and, tur- 
ning about, ſaw his rival, with fire flaſhing from 
his eyes, again ready to aſſail him; and indeed, 
before he could well defend himſelf, or return the 
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firſt blow, received a ſecond, which had it fallen 
on that part of the ſtomach to which it was directed, 
would have been probably the laſt he would have 
had any occaſion for; but the raviſher lifting up 
his hand, drove the blow upwards to his mouth, 
whence it diſlodged three of his teeth; and now 
not conceiving any extraordinary affection for the 
beauty of Foſeph's perſon, nor being extremely 
pleaſed with this method of ſalutation, he collected 
all his force, and aimed a blow at Foſeph's breaſt, 
which he artfully parried with one fiſt, fo that it 
loſt its force entirely in the air, and ſtepping one 
foot backward, he darted his fiſt ſo fiercely at his ene- 
my, that had he not caught it in his hand, (for he 
was a boxer of no inferior fame) it muſt have tum- 
bled him on the ground, And now the raviſher 
meditated another blow, which he aimed at that 
part of the breaſt where the heart is lodged; Jo- 
ſeph did not catch it as before, yet ſo prevented 
its aim, that it fell directly on his noſe, but with 
abated force. F:ſeph then moving both fiſt and 
foot forwards at the ſame time, threw his head fo 
 dextrouſly into the ſtomach of the raviſher, that 
he fell a lifeleſs lump on the field, where he lay 
many minutes breathleſs and motionleſs. 


When Fanny faw her Joſeph receive a blow in 
his face, and blood running in a ſtream from him, 
ſhe began to tear her hair, and invoke all human 
and divine power to his afhſtance, She was not, 
however, long under this affliction, before Foſeph, 
having conquered his enemy, ran to her, and aſſu- 
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red her he was not hurt; ſhe then inſtantly fell 
on her knees, and thanked God that he had made 
Foſeph the means of her reſcue, and at the ſame 
time preſerved him from being injured in attemp- 
ting it. She offered with her handkerchief, to wipe 
his blood from his face; but he ſeeing his rival at- 
tempting to recover his legs, turned to him, and 
aſked him if he had enough; to which the other an- 
ſwered he had; for he believed he had fought 
with the devil inſtead of a man; and looſening 
his horſe, he ſaid, he ſhould not have attempted 
the wench, if he had known ſhe had been fo well 
provided for, 

Fanny now begged Foſeph to return with her 
to Parſon Adams, and to promiſe that he would 
leave her no more. Theſe were propoſitions fo 
agreeable to Joſeph, that, had he heard them, he 
would have given an immediate affent: but indeed 
his eyes were now his only ſenſe; for you may 
remember, reader, that the raviſ her had tore her 
handkerchief from Fanny's neck, by which he had 
diſcovered ſuch a fight, that Foſeph hath declared 
all the ſtatues he ever beheld were ſo much infe- 
rior to it in beauty, that is was more capable of 
converting a man into a ſtatue, than of being imi- 
rated by the greateſt maſter of that art. This mo- 
deſt creature, whom no warmth in ſummer could 
ever induce to expoſe her charms to the wanton 
ſun, a modeſty to which, perhaps, they owed their 
inconceivable whiteneſs, had ſtood many minutes 
bare-necked in the preſence of Foſeph. before 


her apprehenſion of his danger, and the horror 


of ſeeing his blood, would ſuffer her once to re- 
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fe on what concerned herſelf; till at laſt, when 
the cauſe of her concern had vaniſhed, an admira- 
tion at his ſilence, together with obſerving the 
fixed poſition of his eyes, produced an idea in the 
lovely maid, which brought more blood into her 
face than had flowed from Foſeph's noſtrils, The 
ſnowy hue of her boſom was likewiſe exchanged 
to vermilion, at the inſtant when ſhe clapped her 
handkerchief round her neck. F»ſeph ſaw the 
uneaſineſs that ſhe ſuffered, and immediately re- 
moved his eyes from an objeQ, in ſurveying which 
he had felt the greateſt delight which the organs 
of ſight were capable of conveying to his foul, 
So great was his fear of offending her, and fo 
truly did his paſſion for her deſerve the noble na- 
rae of love. 
Fanny, being recovered from her confuſion, 
which was almoſt equalled by what Foſeph had felt 
from obſerving it, again mentioned her requeſt; 
this was inſtantly and gladly complied with, and 
together they croſſed two or three fields, which 
brought them to the habitation of Mr, Adams. 


CHAP. VIIL 
A diſcourſe which happened between Mr. 
Adams, Mrs. Adams, Joſeph and Fan- 
ny ; with ſome behaviour of Mr. Adams, 
which would be called by ſome few rea- 
ders very low, abſurd, and unnatural. 


Is parſon and his wife had juſt ended a long 
diſpute, when the lovers came to the door, Indeed 
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this young couple had been the ſubje& of the di- 
ſpute; for Mrs, Adams was one of thoſe prudent 
people who never do any thing to injure their fa- 
milies, or, perhaps, one of thoſe good mothers who 
would even ſtretch their conſcience to ſerve their 
children. She had long entertained hopes of ſeeing 
her eldeſt daughter ſucceed Mrs, Stipſlop, and of 
making her ſecond ſon an exciſeman by Lady 
 Booby's intereſt. T heſe were expectations ſhe could 
not endure the thoughts of quitting, and was the- 
refore very uneaſy to ſee her huſband fo reſolute 
to oppoſe the Lady's intention in Fanny's affair, 
She told him, it behoved every man to take the 
firſt care of his family; that he had a wife and fix 
children, the maintaining and providing for whom 
would be buſineſs enough for him, without inter- 
meddling in other folk's affairs: that he had always 
preached up ſubmiſſion to ſuperiors, and would do 
ill to give an example of the contrary behaviour 
in his own conduct; that if Lady Booby did wrong, 
ſhe muſt anſwer for it herſelf, and the ſin would 
not ly at their door; that Fanny had been a ſer- 
vant, and bred up in the Lady's own family, and 
conſequently ſhe muſt havę known more of her 
than they did; and it was very improbable, if ſhe 
had behaved herſelf well, that the Lady would have 
been fo bitterly her enemy; that perhaps he was 
too much inclined to think well of her, becauſe 
ſhe was handſome, but handſome women were 
often no better than they ſhould be; that God ma- 
de ugly women as well as handſome ones; and 
that if a woman had virtue, it ſignified nothing whe- 
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ther ſhe had beauty or no. For all which reaſons 
ſhe concluded he ſhould oblige the Lady, and ſtop 
the future publication of the banns, But all theſe 
excellent arguments had no effe& on the parſon, 
who perſiſted in doing his duty, without regarding 
the conſequence it might have on his worldly inte- 
reſt; he endeavoured to anſwer her as well as he 
could, to which ſhe had juſt finiſhed her reply, 
(for {he had always the laſt word every where but 
at church,) when Foſeph and Fanny entered their 
kitchen, where the parſon and his wife then fat at 
breakfaſt, over ſome bacon and cabbage. There 
was a coldneſs in the civility of Mrs. Adams, which 
perſons of accurate ſpeculation might have obſer- 
ved, but eſcaped her preſent gueſts; indeed it was 
a good deal covered by the heartineſs of Adams, 
who no ſooner heard that Fanny had neither eat 
nor drank that morning, than he preſented. her a 
bone of bacon he had juſt been gnawing, being 
the only remains of his proviſion, and then ran 
nimbly to the tap, and produced a mug of ſmall 
beer, which he called ale; however, it was the 
beſt in his houſe. Foſeph, addreſſing himſelf to 
the parſon, told him the diſcourſe which had paſ- 
ſed between Squire Booby, his ſiſter, and himſelf, 
concerning Fanny: he then acquainted him with 
the dangers whence he had reſcued her, and com- 
municated ſome apprehenſions on her account. 
He concluded, that he ſhould never have an ealy 
moment till Fanny was abſolutely his, and begged 
that he might be ſuffered to ſetch a licence. ſaying 
he would eaſily borrow the money. The parſon an - 
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ſwered, that he had already given his ſentiments 
concerning a licence and that a very few days would 
make it unneceſſary; ,,Foſeph,” ſays he, „I wiſh 
„this haſte doth not ariſe rather from your impa- 
„tience than your fear, bus as it certainly ſprings 


„from one of theſe cauſes, I will examine both. 
„Of each of theſe, therefore, in their. turn: and 


Hiſt, for the firſt of theſe, namely, impatience, 


„Now, I mult inform you, that, if in your purpo- 
| ,,fed marriage with this young woman, you have 
„no intention but the indulgence of catnal appeti- 
„tes, you are guilty of a very heinous fin, Marria- 
„ge was ordained for nobler purpoſes, as you will 
„learn When you hear the ſervice, provided on 
that occaſion, read to you. Nay, perhaps, if you 
„are a good lad, I ſhall give a ſermon gratis, 
„wherein I ſhall demonſtrate how little regard 
ought to be had to the fleſh on ſuch occaſions. 
„The text will be, child, Matthew the 5th, and 
„part of the 28th verſe: N hiſoever looketh on a 
„woman ſo as to luſt after her, The latter part I 
„ſhall omit, as foreign to my purpoſe. Indeed all 
ſuch brutal luſts and affections are to be greatly 
„ſubdued, if not totally eradicated, before the 
,veſſel can be ſaid ro be conſecrated to honour, 
„To marry with 2 view of gratifying thoſe incli- 
„nations, is a proſtitution of that holy ceremony, 
„and muſt entail a curſe on all who fo lightly un- 
„dertake it, If, therefore, this haſte ariſes from 
„impatience, you are to correct. and not give way 
„to it. Now, as to the ſecond head which I pro- 


»polſe to ſpeak to, namely, Fear: it argues a 
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,diffidence highly criminal of that power in which 
alone we ſhould put our truſt, ſeeing we may 
„be well aſſured that he is able not only to defeat 
„the deſigns of our enemies, but even to Turn 
„their hearts. Inſtead of taking, therefore, any 
yunjuſtifiable or deſperate means to rid ourſelves 
„of fear, we ſhould reſort to prayer only on theſe 
occaſions; and we may be then certain of obtai- 
„ning what is beſt for us. When any accident 


threatens us, we are not to deſpair, nor, when 


git overtakes us, to grieve; we muſt ſubmit in all 
„things to the will of Providence, and fer our 
„ affections ſo much on nothing here, that we can- 
„not quit it without reluctance. You are a young 
„man, and can know but little of this world; I 
„am older, and have ſeen a great deal. All pas- 
{ions are criminal in their exceſs: and even love 
witſelf, if it is not ſubſervient to our duty, may 
„tender us blind to it, Had Abraham ſo loved 


„his fon Iſaac as to refuſe the ſacrifice required, 
vis there any of us who would not condemn him? 


»Feſeph, I know your many good qualities, and 


„value you for them: but as I am to render an 


„account of your ſoul; which is committed to m 
„cure, I cannot ſee any fault without reminding 


you of it. You are too much inclined to paſſion, 


„child, and have ſet your affections fo abſolutely 
„on this young woman, that if God required her 
vat your hands, I fear you would reluctantly part 
„with her. Now, believe me, no Chriſtian ought 


yſo to ſer his heart on any perſon or thing in this 


„world, but that whenever it ſhall be required or 
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„taken from him in any manner by Divine Provi- 
»dence, he may be able, peaceably, quietly, and 
„contentedly to reſign it.” At which words one 
came haſtily in, and acquainted Mr. Adams that 
his youngelt fon was drowned, He ſtood ſilent a 
moment, and ſoon began to ſtamp about the room, 
and deplore his loſs with the bittereſt agony, Jo- 
ſeph, who was overwhelmed with concern like- 
wiſe, recovered himſelf ſufficiently to endeavour 
to comfort the patſon; in which attempt he uſed 
many arguments, that he had at ſeveral times re- 
membered out of his own diſcourſes, both in pri- 
vate and public, (for he was a great enemy to the 
ions, and preached nothing more than the con- 
queſt of them by reaſon and grace) but he was not 
at leiſure now to hearken to his advice. „Child, 
„child, faid he, „do not go about impoſſibilities. 
„Had it been any other of my children, I could 
„have borne it with patience; but my little pratt- 
„ler, the darling and comfort of my old age, — 
„the little wretch to be ſnatched out of life juſt at 
„its entrance into it; the ſweeteſt, beſt-rempered 
„boy, who never did a thing to offend me. It 
,was but this morning I gave him his firſt leſſon 
yin Que Genus. This was the very book he learnt! 
„poor child! it is of no further uſe to thee now. 
„He would have made the beſt ſcholar, and have 
an ornament to the church; — ſuch parts, 

„and ſuch goodneſs, never met in one ſo young.” 
„And the handſomeſt lad too,” ſays Mrs. Adams, 
recovering from a ſwoon in Fanny's arms. Ihe 
| „II 
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„My poor Jacky, ſhall I never ſee thee more?” 
cries the parſon. — „Nes, ſurely,” ſays Joſeph, 
„and in a better place; you will meet again never 
„to part more.” — I believe the parſon did not 
hear theſe words, for he paid little regard to them, 
but went on lamenting whilſt the tears trickled 
don into his boſom, At laſt he cried out: „whe · 
«re is my little darling? and was fallying out, 
when, to his great ſurpriſe and joy, in which I 
hope the reader will ſympathize, he met his ſon 
in a wet condition indeed, but alive, and running 
towards him. The perſon who brought the news 
of his misfortune, had been a little too eager, as 
people ſometimes are, from, I believe, no very 
El principle, to relate ill news; and ſeeing him 
al 


| into the river, inſtead of running to his aſſi- 

nce, directly ran to acquaint his father of a fate 
which he had concluded to be inevitable, but 
whence the child was relieved by the fame poor 
pedlar who had relieved his father before from a 
els diſtreſs. The parſon's joy was now as extra- 
vagant as his grief had been before; he kiſſed and 
embraced his ſon a thouſand times, and danced 
about the room like one frantic; but as ſoon as he 
diſcovered the face of his old friend the pedlar, 
and heard the freſh obligation he had to him, what 
were his ſenſations? not thoſe which two courtiers 
feel in one another's embraces: not thoſe with 
which a great man receives the vile, treacherous 
engines of his wicked purpoſes; not thoſe with 
which a worthleſs younger brother wiſhes his el- 
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der joy of a ſon, or a man congratulates his rival 
on his obtaining a miſtreſs, a place, or an honour, — 
No, reader, he felt the ebullicion, the overflowings 
of a full, honeſt, open heart towards the perſon 
who had conferred a real obligation, and of which, 
if thou canſt not conceive an idea within, I will 
not vainly endeavour to aſſiſt thee, 


When theſe tumults were over, the parſon, ta- 
king Joſepli aſide, proceeded thus: — „No, Foſeph, 
„do not give too much way to thy paſſions, if 
„thou doſt expect happineſs,” The patience of Jo- 
ſeph, nor perhaps of Job, could bear no longer; 
he interrupted the parſon, ſaying, it was eaſier to 

ive advice than to take it; nor did he perceive be 
could fo entirely conquer himſelf, when he appre- 
hended he had loſt his fon, or when he found him 
recovered. — Boy,” replied Adams, raiſing his 
voice, „it doth not become green heads to adviſe 
„grey hairs, — Thou art ignorant of the tender- 
„neſs of fatherly affection; when thou art a father, 
„thou wilt be capable then only of knowing what 
„a father can feel, No man is obliged to im 
vſibilities; and the loſs of a child is one of thoſo 
great trials, where our grief may be allowed to 
„become immoderate.” Well, Sir,” cries Jo- 
ſeph, „and if I love a miſtreſs as well as you your 
„child, ſurely her loſs would grieve me equally.” 
„Ves, but ſuch love is fooliſhneſs, and wrong in 
urſelf, and ought to be conquered,” anſwered 
Adams; „it favours too much of the fleſh.” „Su- 
„te, Sir,” ſays Joſeph, „it is not ſinful to love my 
wife, no, not even to doat on her to diſtraftion !*! 
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Indeed but it is, faid Adams. Every man ought 


„to love his wife, no doubt; we are comman- 
ded ſo to do; but we ought to love her with mo- 
,deration and diſcretion. — I am afraid I ſhall 
»be guilty of ſome fin, in ſpite of all my endea- 
vvours, ſays Foſeph; for I ſhall love without any 
„ moderation, I am ſure. — You talk fooliſhly 
„and childiſhly, cries Adams. Indeed, ſays Mrs. 
» Adams, who had liſtened to the latter part of the 
z converſation, you talk more fooliſhly yourſelf, 
„L hope, my dear, you will never preach any ſuch 
,doQrine, as that huſ bands can love their wives 
„too well, If I knew you had ſuch a ſermon in 
„the houſe, I am ſure I would burn it; and I do 
„declare, if I had not been convinced you had lo- 
»ved me as well as could, I can anſwer fot 
„myſelf, I ſhould have hated and deſpiſed you, 
» Marry come up! Fine doctrine indeed! A wife 
abach a right to inſiſt on her huſband's loving het 
vas much as ever he can; and he js a ſinſul villain 
who doth not. Doth he not promiſe to love her 
and to comfort her, and to cheriſh her, and all 
\that? I am ſure I remembet it all, as well as if f 
had repeated it over but yeſterday, and ſhall ne- 
„ver forget it. Beſides, f ant certain you do not 
preach as you ptactiſe: for you have been a lo- 
gving and a chetiſhing huſband to me, that's the 
„truth ont; and why you ſhould endeavour to 
put ſuch wicked nonſenſe into this young man's 
„bead, 1 cannot deviſe. Don't hearken to him, 
Mr. Joſeph, be as good a huſband as you are 
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„able, and love your wife with all your body and 
ſoul too. Here a violent rap at the door put an 
end to their diſcourſe, and produced a ſcene which 
the reader will find in the next chapter, 


CHAP. IX. 


A viſit which the good Lady Booby and 
her polite friend paid to the parſon. 


T.. Lady Booby had no ſooner had an account 
from the gentleman of his meeting a wonderful 
beauty near her houſe, and perceived the raptures 
with which he ſpoke of her, than immediately con- 
cluding it muſt be Fanny, ſhe began to meditare 
a deſign of bringing them better acquainted: and 
to entertain hopes that the fine clothes, preſents, 
and promiſes of this youth, would prevail on her 
to abandon Foſeph; ſhe therefore propoſed to 
her company a walk in the fields before dinner, 
when ſhe led them towards Mr. Adams's houſe; 
and, as ſhe approached it, told them, it they plea- 
ſed ſhe would divert them with one of the moſt 
ridiculous fights they had ever feen, which was an 
old fooliſh parſon, who, ſhe ſaid laughing, kept a 
wife and fix brats on afalary of about twenty pounds 
a year; adding, that there was not ſuch another 
ragged family in the pariſh. They all readily 
agreed to this viſit, and arrived whilſt Mrs. Adams 
was declaiming as in the laſt chapter. Beau Didap- 
per, which was the name of the young gentleman 


we have ſeen riding towards Lady Booby's, with 
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his cane mimicked the rap of 4 London footman 
at the door. The) people within, namely, Adams, 
his wife, and three children, Joſeph, Fanny, and 
the pedlar, were all thrown into conſuſion by this 
knock; but Adams went directly to the door, which 
being opened, the Lady Booby and her company 
walked in, and were received by the parſon with 
about tẽWO hundred bows, and by his wie with as 
many curtſies; the letter telling the Lady, ſhe 
was aſhamed to be ip ſuch a pickle; and that her 
— — tbe heed but that if {he had ex- 
peRted ſuch an honour from her Ladyſhip, ſhe 
would have foubd her in a better manner. The 
arſon. made no apologies, he was in bis 
caſſock. and a flannel night-cap. -He-faid, they 
were heartily welcome to: his poor cottage, and 
turning to Mr. Did ecried out: Non mea 
reuidet in domo lacunar. The beau anſwered, he 
did not underſtand Welch: at W the — 
= and made no reply. | 
Mr. Didapper, or beau Didapper, wg 8 

man of about four foot five inches wage 

e wore: his own hair, though the fearcity of 
might have given him ſufficient excuſe for a perti- 
wig. His tace was thin and pate: the ſhape of his 
body and legs none of the beſt; for he had very 
narrow ſhoulders, and no, galf: and bis gait might 
more properly be called hopping than walking. 

The qualifications of his mind were well adap 
to his perſon. We ſhall handle them firſt nega- 
twely. He was not entirely 1 for he 
ner French, and wa. oy pt or thres 
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Italian ſongs: he had lived too much in the world 
to be baſhful, and to much at court to be proud: 
he ſeemed not much inclined to avarice; for he 
was profuſe in his : nor had he all the 
features of prodigality; for he never gave a ſhil- 
ling; — no hater of women; for he always dan- 

led after them; yer ſo little fubjeQ to luſt, that he 
fad, among thoſe who knew him beſt, the cha · 
racter of great moderation in his pleaſures. No 
drinker of wine; nor ſo addicted to paſſion, but 
that a hot word or two from an adverſary made 
him immediately cool. 

Now, to give him only a daſh or two on the 
affirmative ſide : h he was born to an immenſe 
fortune, he choſe, for the pitiful and dirty conſide- 
ration of a place of little conſequence, to depend 
entirely on the will of a fellow, whom they call a 
great man; who treated him with the utmoſt diſ- 
reſpect, and exacted of him a plenary obedience to 
his commands; which he implicitly ſubmitted ta, 
at the expence of his conſcience, his honour, and 
of his country, in which he had himſelf fo very 
large a ſhare, And to finiſh his character; as he 
was entirely well ſatisfied with his own perſon and 
parts, ſo he was very apt to ridicule and laugh at 
any ĩ 1 __ was = little 
on, or rather thing, t r | 
en into Mr, Adams kitchen, * . 

The parſon and his company retreated from the 
chimney ſide, where they had been ſeated, to give 
room to the Lady and hers. Inſtead of returning 
any of the curtſies or extraordinary civilities of Mrs, 
Adams, the Lady turning to Mr. Booby, cried out: 
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„Quelle Bere, quel Animal!” And preſently after 
diſcovering Fanny (for ſhe did not need the cir- 
cumſtance of her ſtanding by Joſeph to aſſure the 
identity of her perſon) ſhe aſked the beau: 
„Whether he did not think her a pretty girl? — 
„Begad, Madam, anſwered he, tis the * 
„I met, I did not imagine, replied the Lady, 
„you had ſo good a taſte. Becauſe I never liked 
„you, I warrant, cries the beau. Ridiculous, faid 
y{he; you know you was always my averſion. 'I 
„would never mention averſion, anſwered the 
„beau, with that face; *) dear Lady Pooby, wach 
»your face before you mention averſion, I beſeech - 
»you.” He then laughed, and turned about to 

quet with Fanny, | 
Mrs. Adams had been all this time begging and 
praying the Ladies to fit down, a favour which ſhe 
at laſt obtained. The little boy to whom the acci- 
dent had happened, ſtill keeping his place by the 
fire, was chid by his mother for not being more 
mannerly; but Lady Booby took his part, and 
commending his beauty, told the parſon he was 
his very pidture. She then ſeeing a book in his 
hand, aſked him, if he could read? „Ves; cried 
„Adams, a little Latin, Madam; he is juſt got into 
„Quæ Genus, A fig for quere genius, anfwered 
„he, let me hear him read a little Engliſh. — 
„Lege, Dick, lege,” ſaid Adams: but the boy made 
no anſwer, till he ſaw the parſon knit his brows; 

| N iv | 

) Left this ſhould appear unnatural to ſome readers, we 


think proper to acquaint them, that it is taken verba- 
tim from very polite converſation.” ü 
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and then cried: „I don't underſtand you, father.” 
„How, boy!” ſays Adams, „what doth lego make 
in the Imperative mood? legiro, doth it not? 
„Ves, anſwered Dick — And what beſides? 
vfays the father, Lege, quoth the fon, after ſo- 
„me heſitation. A ey boy, ſays the father; 
„and now, child, wha i is the Engliſh of lego? — 
» To which the boy, after long puzzling, he could 
"nat tell. How, cries Adams in a paſſion —— 
„What, bath the water wal hed awa Jo our lear- 
"ning? Why, what is Latin for the Engliſh verb 
„read? Conſider before you ſpeak.” — The child 
conſidered ſome time, and then the parſon cried 
twice or thrice, Le—le, ,,Dick anſwered: Las, 
„Very well; — and then what is the Eoglit [hy 
»ays the parſon, of the verb lego? To read, cri 
„Dick. — Very well, faid the parſon, a good 
»boy, you can well, if ou will take pains. — 
al aſſure your Ladyſ hip, e is not much above 
„eight years old, and is out of his Propria gue 
„maribhus already, — Come, Dick, read to her 
»Ladyſhip;” — which ſhe again deſiring, in or· 
der to give the beau an opportunity with Fanny, 
Dick began as in the following chapter, 


CHAP. X. i 

The hiſtory of two friends, which may af 

ford an uſeful leſſon to all theſe per- 

ſons who happen to take up their reſi- 
dence in married families. 


1 Paul were two friends” Pro- 
»founce it Lennard, child,” cried the parſon, — 
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„Pray, Mr, Adams, ſays Lady Booby, let your 
(on read without interruption.” Dick then pro- 
ceeded: ,,Lennard and Paul were two friends: 
„who, having been educated together at the ſame 
a{chool, commenced a friendſhip which they pre- 
„ſerved a long time for each other. It was ſo 
„deeply fixed in both their minds, that a long ab- 
ence, during which they had maintained no car-, 
weſpondence, did not eradicate nor leſſen it: but 
nit revived in all its force at their firſt, meeting, 
„Which was not till after fifteen years abſence, 
„moſt of which time Lennard had ſpent. in the 


„Eaſt- Indies.“ — „Pronounce it ſhort, Indies,“ 


ſays Adams, — „Pray, Sir, be quiet,“ ſays the 
Lady — The boy repeated — „in the Eaſt · In- 
„dies, whilſt Paul had ſerved: his king and coun- 
wiry in the army. Io which different ſervices they 
„had found ſuch different ſucceſs, that Leunard 
„was now married, and retired with a fortune of 
thirty thouſand pounds; and Paul was arrived to 
„the degree of a lieutenant on foot, and was not 
„Worth a ſingle ſhilling, | | 

»The regiment in which Paul was ſtationed; 
„happened to be ordered into quarters, within a 
„ſmall diſtance from the eſtate which Lennard 
„had purchaſed, and where he was ſettled. This 
latter, who was now become a country gentle - 
»man, and a juſtice of peace, came to attend the- 
,quarter-ſeſſions in the town, where his old friend 
„Was quartered, Soon after his arrival, ſome affair 
„in which a ſoldier was concerned, occaſioned: 
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„Paul to attend the juſtices. Manhood and time, 
„and the change of climate, had ſo much altered 
„Lennard, that Paul did not immediately recol- 
ale& the features of his old acquaintance: but it 
„Was otherwiſe with Lennard: he knew Paul the 
moment he ſaw him; nor could he contain him- 
uſelf from quitting the bench, and running haſtily 
„to embrace him. Paul ſtood at firſt a little ſar- 
„ptiſed; but had ſoon ſufficient information from 
„bis friend, whom he no ſooner remembered, than 
ghe returned his embrace with a paſſion which 
ymade many of the ſpeQators laugh, and gave to 
„ſome few a much higher and more agreeable 
ſenſation. | 

„Not to detain the reader with minute circum- 
„ſtances, Lennard inſiſted on his friend's reture 
„ning with him to his houſe that evening; which 
yrequeſt was complied with, and leave for a 
,zmonth's abſence for Paul obtained of the 
„manding officer, | 

„If it was poſſible for any circumſtance to give 
„any addition to the happineſs which Paul propo- 
uſed in this viſit, he received that additional plea» 
»iure, by finding, on his arrival at his friend's 
„houſe, that his Lady was an old acquaintance 
„which he had formerly contracted at his quar- 
„ters; and who had always appeared to be of a 
»moſt agreeable temper; a character ſhe had ever 
maintained among her intimates, being of that 
„number, every individual of which is called quite 
whe beſt ſort of woman in the world. 

„But good as this Lady was, ſhe was till a 
»woman ; that is to ſay, an angel, and not an an- 
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„gel.“ — „Vou muſt miſtake, child, cries the 
»parſon, for you read nonſenſe.” „lt is fo in the 
,book, anſwered the ſon.” Mr. Adams was then 
filenced by authority, and Dick d. „For 
„tho her perſon was of that kind ro which men 
attribute the name of angel, yet in her mind ſhea 
„was perſectly woman, Of which a great degree 
of obſtinacy gave the moſt remarkable, and per« 
„haps moſt pernicious inſtance, % Hen . 
„A day or two paſt after Paul's arrival, before 
„any inſtances of this appeared; but it was impoſs 
ylible to conceal it long, Both ſhe and her hus- 
band ſoon loſt all apprehenſion from their frien'ds 
preſence, and fell to their diſputes with as much 
nVigour as ever. Theſe wete till purſued with 
vthe utmoſt ardour and eagerneſs, however trifling 
the cauſes were whence they firſt aroſe, Nay, 
nhiowever incredible it may ſeem, the little con- 
ylequence of the matter in debate was frequently 
»given as a reaſon for the fierceneſs of the con- 
vtention, as thus: If you loved me, ſure you 
would never diſpute with me ſuch a trifle as this.” 
„The anſwer to which is very obvious; for the 
argument would hold equally on both ſides, and 
»was conſtantly retorted with ſome addition, as: 
„l am ſure I lieu much more reaſon to ſay ſo, 
„Who am in the right.” During all theſe 40 * 
gies, Paul always kept ſtrict ſiſence, and preſer- 
wed an even countenance, without ſhewing the 
yeaſt viſible inclination to either party. One day, 
„however, when Madam had left the room in a 
yYiolent fury, Lennard could not refrain from ro- 


196 THE ADVENTURES OF 


, ferring his cauſe to his friend. Was ever any 
„thing ſo unreaſonable, fays he, as this woman? 
4 What ſhall I do with her? 1 dote on her to di- 
tration: nor have I any cauſe to complain of 
ymore than this obſtinacy: in her temper; ;\what- 
„ever ſhe aſſerts ſhe will maintain againſt all the 
„reaſon and convittion in the world. Pray give 
„me your advice, — Firſt. fays Paul. I will gi 
„ve my opinion, which is flatly, that you are in 
„the wrong; for ſuppoſing ſhe is in the wrong, 
„was the ſubject of your contention 'any ways 
„material? What ſignified it wheter you was mar* 
»ried in a red or a yellow waiſtcoat? for that was 
your diſpute. Now ſuppoſe ſhe was miſtaken, 
„s you love her you ſay fo tenderly, and I belie- 
ave {he deſerves it, would it not have been wi 
„er to have yielded, tho you certainly knew 
yourſelf in the right, than to give either her or 
yourſelf any uneaſineſ For my own part, if 
„ever | marry, I am reſolved to enter into an 
agreement with my. wife, that in all diſputes, 
„(eſpecially about rifles), that party who is moſk 
„convinced they are right, ſhall always ſurrender 
he victory; by which means we { hall_both 
4 ward to give up the cauſe. I own, faid Len- 
„nard, my dear friend, ſhaking him by the hand, 
„there is great truth and reaſon in what you ſay; 
„and 1 will for the future endeavour to follow 
„our advice. They ſoon after broke up the con- 
,verſation, and Lennard going to his wife aſked 
„ber pardon, and told her his friend bad convin- 
l him be bad bern in the wrong. She imme- 
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»diately began a vaſt encomium- on Paul, in which 
„he ſeconded her, and both agreed he was the 
,worthieſt and wiſeſt man upon earth, When 
„next they met, which was at ſupper, tho' the 
„had promiſed not to mention what her huſband 
„had told her, ſhe could not forbear caſting the 
„kindeſt and moſt affectionate looks on Paul, and 
yaſked him, with the ſweeteſt voice, whetber ſhe 
„ſhould help him to ſome potted woodcock? — 
„Potted partridge, my dear, you mean, fays the 
„hul band. My. dear, ſays ſhe, 1 aſk your friend 
wif he will eat any potted woodcock; and | am 
,fure I muſt know, who potted it, I think I ſhould 
„know too, who ſhot them, replied the huſ band, 
„and | am convinced that I have not ſeen a wood- 
„cock this year; however, though I know I am in 
„the right, I ſubmit, and the potted partridge is 
»potted woodcock, if you deſite to have it ſo. It 
vis equal to me, ſays ſhe, whether it is one or the 
„other; but you would perſuade one out of one's 
»{enſes; to be fure you are always in the right in 
„your own opinion; but your fiend, I believe, 
„knows which he is eating. Paul anſwered no- 
„thing, and the diſpute continued, as uſual, the 


greateſt part of the evening, The next morning 


the Lady accidentally meeting Paul, and being 
„convinced he was her friend, and of her fide, 
„accoſted him thus: — I am certain, Sir, you 
„have long ſince wondered at the unreaſonableneſs 
„of my huſband, He is indeed, in other reſpects, 
ya good fort of man; but ſo poſitive, that no 
„woman but one of my complying temper could 


| 
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„poſſibly live with him. Why, laſt night, now, 
„was ever any creature ſo unreaſonable? — I am 
zzcertain you mult condemn him, —- Pray, an- 
»{wer me, was he not in the wrong?” Paul, at- 
ter a ſhort filence, ſpoke as follows: „I am ſot - 
„ty, Madam, that as good manners obliges me to 
anſwer againſt my will, ſo an adherence to truth 
zforces meꝰ to declare myſelf, ot a different opi» 
„nion. To be plain and honeſt, you was entire- 


ly in the wrong; the cauſe I own not worth dis- 


„puting, but the bird was undoubtedly a partrid- 


„Madam, cried he, he might from a perſon of 
»your excellent underſtanding: and, pardon me for 
laying, luch a condeſcenſion would have ſhewn 
a ſuperiority of ſenſe even to your huſband him- 
elf.” — „But, dear Sir, faid ſhe, why ſhould 
Il ſubmit when I am in the right?” — „For that 
very reaſon, anſwered he, it would be the 
teſt inſtance of affection imaginable: for can any 
thing be a greater object of our compaſſion, than 
perſon we love, in the wrong? „Ay, but [ 
„ſhould endeavour, faid ſhe, to ſet him right.“ 
„Pardon me, Madam, anſwered Paul, I will ap- 
»ply to your own experience, if you ever found 
„your arguments had that effect. The more our 
»Jugdment err, the leſs we are willing to own it: 
aſor my own part, I have always obſerved the 
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, perſons who maintain the worſt ſide in any con- 
teſt, are the warmeſt,” „Why, ſays he, I muſt 
»confels there is truth in what you ſay, and I will 
endeavour to prattiſe it,” „The huſ band then 
„coming in, Paul departed, And Lennard approa- 
„ching his wife with an air of good humour, told 
„her he was ſorry for their fooliſh diſpute the laſt 
„night: but he was now convinced of his error, 
„She anſwered, ſmiling, ſhe believed ſhe owed 
„his condeſcenſion to his complaiſance; that ſhe 
„was aſhamed to think a word had paſſed on fo 
„ſilly an occaſion, eſpecially as ſhe was ſatisfied 
„he had been miſtaken, A little contention fol- 
„lowed, but with the utmoſt good-will to each 
„other, and was concluded by her aſſerting, that 
„Paul had thoroughly convinced her ſhe had 
„been in the wrong. Upon which they both uni- 
ted in the praiſes of their common friend. 


„Paul now paſſed his time with great fatisfa« 
»Qion; theſe diſputes being much leſs frequent, 
vas well as ſhorter than uſual; but the devil, or 
{ome unlucky accident, in which perhaps the 
„devil had no hand, ſhortly put an end to his haps 
„pineſs. He was now eternally the private refe- 
„tee of every difference; in which, after having 
„perfectly, as he thought, eſtabliſhed the doctrine 
„of ſubmiſſion, he never ſcrupled to aſſure both 
privately, that they were in the right in every 
„argument, as before he had followed the contra- 
„ry method. One day a violent litigation 
»pened in his abſence, and both parties agreed to 
ytefer it to his deciſion. The huſband profeſs 
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{ling himſelf ſure the deciſion would be in his fa- 
»vour, the wife anſwered, he might be miſta» 
„ken; for ſhe believed his friend was convinced 
„how ſeldom ſhe was to blame — and that if he 
„knew all — The hutband replied: — „My 
„dear, I have no delire of any retroſpe&t; bur J 
„believe, if you knew all too, you would not 
„imagine my friend ſo entirely on your fide.” 
„Nay, fays he, ſince you provoke me, I will 
„mention one inſtance, You may remember our 
„diſpute about ſending Jacky to ſchool in cold 
„weather, which point I gave up to you from 
„mere compaſſion, knowing myſelf to be in the 
„right; and Paul himfelt told me afterwards, he 
„thought me ſo.” „My dear, replied the huſband, 
„IJ will not ſcruple your veracity; but I aſſure 
you ſolemnly, on my applying to him, he gave 
„it abſolutely on my fide, and ſaid he would have 
vated in the ſame manner.“ „They then pro- 
„ceeded to produce numberleſs other inſtances, 
„in all which Paul had, on vows of ſecrecy, given 
„his opinion on both ſides. In the concluſion, 
„both believing each other, they fell ſeverely on 
„the treachery of Paul, and agreed that he had 
been the occaſion of almoſt every diſpute which 
„had fallen out between them. They then beca- 
„me extremely loving, and fo full of condeſcen- 
„ſion on both ſides, that they vied with each other 
„in cenſuring their own conduct, and jointly ven- 
„ted their indignation on Paul, whom the wife, 
fearing a bloody conſequence, earneſtly enttea- 
wed her huſband to ſuffer quietly to depart _ 
»ne 


a — _— 8 —_— 3 1 


a” fs nd 


ow '3w 3 3. n- 


 JoSEPH ANDREWS, 201 


„next day, which was the time fixed for his return 
yo quarters, and then drop his acquaintance. 
'  » However ungenerous this behaviour in Len- 
nard may be eſteemed, his wife obtained a pro- 
,,miſe from him (tho' with difficulty) to follow her 
nadvice; but they both expreſſed ſuch unuſual 
,,coldnels that day to Paul, that he, who was quick 
„of apprehenſion, taking Lennard aſide, preſſed 
„him fo home, that he at laſt diſcovered the ſe- 
wcret, Paul acknowledged the truth, but told 
„him the deſign with which he had done it. 
» To which the other anſwered, he would have 
ated more friendly to have let him into the 
„whole deſign; for that he might have aſſured 
„bimſelf of his ſecreſy. Paul replied, with ſome 
indignation, he had given him a ſufficient proof 
„how capable he was of concealing a ſecret from 
„his wife. Lennard returned with ſome warmth, 
„he had more reaſon to upbraid him, for that 
, he had cauſed moſt of the quarrels berween them, 
„by bis ſtrange conduct, and might (if they had 
not diſcovered the affair to each other) have been 
„the occaſion of their ſeparation. Paul then faid” 
— But ſomething now happened which put a ſtop 
to Dick's reading, and of which we ſhall treat in 
the next chapter, 


HAP. XI. 
In which the hiſtory is continued. 


J oſeph Andrews had born with great uneaſineſd 
the impertinence of Beau Didapper to Fanny, 
Vol. II. O 
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who had been talking pretty freely to her, and 
offering her ſettlements; but the reſpeQ to the 
company had reſtrained him from interferin 

whillt the beau confined himſelf to the uſe of his 
tongue only: but the ſaid beau, watching an op- 
portunity whilſt the Ladies eyes were diſpoſed 
another way, offered a rudenels to her with his 
hands; which Foſeph no ſooner perceived, than 
he preſented him with fo ſound a box on the ear, 
that it conveyed him ſeveral paces from where he 
ſtood. The Ladies immediately ſcreamed out, 
roſe from their chairs, and the beau, as ſoon, as 
he recovered himſelf, drew bis hanger, which 
Adams obſerving, ſnatched up the lid of a pot in 
his left hand, and, covering himſelf with it as 
with a {bield, without any weapon of offence in 
his other hand, ſtept in before Joſeph, and expo - 


ſed himſelf to the enraged beau, who threatened _ 


ſuch perdition and deſtruction, that it frighted 
the women, who were all got in a huddle toge+ 
ther, out of their wits, even to hear his denun- 
ciations of vengeance, Foſeph was of a different 
complexion, , and begged Adams to let his rival 
come on, for he had a good cudgel in his hand, 
and did not fear him. Fanny now fainted into 
Mrs. Adams's arms, and the whole room was in 
confuſion, when Mr, Booby paſling by Adams, 
who lay ſnug under the pot-lid, came up to Di- 
dapper, and inſiſted on his ſheathing: the hanger, 
promiſing he ſhould have ſatisfaction; which Jo 
ſeyl deck red he would give him, and fight him 
at any weapon whatever. The beau now ſhea» 
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thed his hanger, and, taking out a pocket-glaſs, 
and vowing vengeance all the time, re-adjuſted his 
hair; the parſon depoſited his ſhield, and Foſeph, 
running to Fanny, ſoon 8 her back to life, 
Lady Hooly chid Jaſepli for his inſult on Didap - 
per; but he anſwered, he would have attacked 
an army in the ſame cauſe, „What cauſe!” ſaid 
the Lady. „Madam, anſwered Foſeph, he was 
„tude to that young woman.“ — „What, fays the 
„Lady, I ſuppoſe he would have kiſſed the wench; 
,and is a gentleman to be ſtruck for ſuch, an offer? 
„I muſt tell you, Joſeph, theſe airs do nat beco- 
„me ypu,” — „Madam, faid Mr. Booby, I ſaw 
„the whole affair, and Ido not commend my bro- 
ther; for I cannot perceive, why he ſhould take 
„upon him to be this girl's champion,” — „I can 
,commend him, ſays Adams, he is a brave lad; 
and it becomes any man to be the champion of 
„the innocent; and he muſt be the baſeſt coward 
is on the brink of marriage,” „Sir, ſaid 
„Mr. Booby, my brother is not a proper match 
„for ſuch a young woman as this.” — „No, ſays 
„Lady Booby, nor do you, Mr. Adams, act in 
your proper character, by encouraging any ſuch” 
doings; and I am very much furpriſed you 
„Thould concern yourſelf in it, —— I think. 
„your wife and family your properer care,” — 
"Indeed, Madam, your Ladyſ hip ſays very true. 
, anſwered Mrs. Adams, he talks a pack of non- 
ſenſe, that the whole pariſh are his children. 1 
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| * would not vindicate a woman, with whom 
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„am ſure I don't underſtand what he means by 
„it; it would make ſome women ſuſpect he had 
„gone aſtray: but I acquit him of that: I can 
„read ſcripture as well as he, and I never found 
„that the parſon was obliged to provide for other 
„folks children: and belides, he is but a poor 
curate, and hath little enough, as your Lady- 
„hip knows, for me and mine.” — „Vou ſay 
„very well, Mrs. Adams,” quoth the Lady Boo- 
by, who had not ſpoke a word to her before, 
„you ſeem to be a very ſenſible woman; and I 
aſſure you, your huſband is acting a very foo- 
„liſh part, and oppoſing his own intereſt, ſeeing 
„my nephew is violently ſet againſt this match: 
„and indeed I can't blame him; it is by no means 
,,one ſuitable to our family.” In this manner the 
Lady proceeded with Mrs. Adams, whilſt the 
beau hopped about the room, ſhaking his head, 
partly from pain, and partly from anger; and 
Pamela was chiding Fanny for her aſſurance, in 
aiming ar ſuch a match as her brother. — Poor 
Fanny anſwered only with her tears, which had 
long ſince begun to wet her handkerchief, which 
Foſeph perceiving, took her by the arm, and 
wrapping it in his, carried her off, ſwearing he 
would own no relation to any one who was an 
enemy to her he loved more than all the world, 
He went out with Fanny under his left arm, 
brandiſhing a cudgel in his right, and neither Mr, 
Booby nor the beau thought proper to oppoſe 
him. Lady Booby and her company made a ve- 
ry ſhort ſtay behind him; for the Lady's bell now 
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ſummoned them to dreſs, for which they had juſt 


time before dinner. 
Adams ſeemed now very much dejeQed, 
which his wife perceiving, began to apply ſome 


matrimonial balſam, She told him he had reaſon 


to be concerned; for that he had probably ruined 
his family with his tricks almoſt: but perhaps he 
was grieved for the loſs of his two children, 7o- 
ſeph and Fanny, His eldeſt daughter went on; 
— „Indeed, father, it is very hard to bring ſtran- 
„gers here to eat your children's bread out of 
„their mouths, — You have kept them ever ſin- 
„ce they came home; and, for any thing I ſee to 
„the contrary, may keep them a month longer. 
»Are you obliged to give her meat tho't ſhe was 
„never ſo handſome? But I don't ſee ſhe is fo 
„much handſomer than other people. If people 
„were to be kept for their beauty, ſhe would 
»{carce fare better than her neighbours, I belie- 
„ve. — As for Mr. Foſeph, I have nothing to 
way, he is a young man of honeſt principles, and 
„will pay ſome time or other for what he hath; 
»but for. the girl, — why doth ſhe not return to 
„her place ſhe ran away from? I would not give 
»ſuch a vagabond ſlut a halfpenny, though I had a 
„million of money, no, though ſhe was ſtar- 
»ving.” „Indeed but I would, cries little Dick; 
„and, father, rather than poor Fanny ſhall be 
»ſtarved, I will give her all this bread and chee- 
ſe,” — (offering what he held in his hand), 
Adams ſmiled on the boy, and told him, he re- 
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joiced to ſee he was a Chriſtian, and that if he 
had a halfpenny in his pocket, he would have gi- 
ven it him, telling him, it was his duty to look 
upon all his neighbours as his brothers and ſi- 
ſters, and love them accordingly. „Ves, papa, 
„ſays he, I love her better than my ſiſters; for 
„ſhe is handſomer than any of them.” „ls ſhe 
»{o, faucebox?” ſays the ſiſter, giving him a box 
on the ear, which the father would probably 
have reſented, had not Foſeph, Fanny and the 
pedlar, at that inſtant rerurned together. —— 


Adams bid his wife prepare ſome food for 


their dinner: ſhe faid, truly ſhe could nor, 
ſhe had ſomething elſe ro do. Adams rebuked 
her for diſputing his commands, and quoted 
many texts of ſcripture to prove: „That the 
„huſ band is the head of the wife, and ſhe is 
„to ſubmit and obey.” The wife anſwered: It 
was blaſphemy to talk Scripture out of church; 
that ſuch things were very proper to be faid 
in the pulpit, but that it was profane to talk 
them in common diſcourſe. Foſeph told Mr. 
Adams, he was not come with any deſign to 
give him or Mrs, Adams any trouble, but to 
deſire the favour of all their company to the 
George, (an alehouſe in the pariſh) where he 
had beſpoke a piece of bacon and greens for 
their dinner. Mrs. Adams, who was a very good 
fort of woman, only rather too ſtri& in œcono- 
mics, readily accepred this invitation, as did the 
parſon himſelf by her example; and away they all 
walked together, not omitting little Dick, to 
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whom Foſeph gave a ſhilling, when he heard of 
his intended liberality to Fauny, (5-740 


CHAP. XIL 


Where the good-natured reader will ſee ſo- 
mething which will give him no great 
pleaſure. | 


Ss pedlar had been very inquiſitive from the 
time he had firſt heard that the great houſe in this 
pariſh belonged to Lady Booby, and had learn'd 
that ſhe was the widow of Sir Thomas, and that 
Sir Thomas had bought Fanny, at about the age 
of three or four years, of a travelling woman; and 
now their homely but hearty meal was ended, he 
told Fanny, he believed he could acquaint her with 
her parents. The whole company, eſpecially ſhe 
herſelf, ſtarted at this offer of the pedlar's. 
He then proceeded thus, while they all lent their 
ſtricteſt attention: „Though I am now contented 
„with this humble way of getting my livelihood, I 
„was formerly a gentleman; for ſo all thoſe of my 
»profeſſion are called. In a word, I was a drum- 
„mer in an Iriſh Regiment of foot, Whilſt I was 
„in this honourable ſtation, I attended an Officer 
nof our Regiment into England a recruiting, In 
„our march from Briſtol to Froome (for ſince the 
decay of the woollen trade, the clothing towns 
yhave furniſhed the Army with a great number of 
ntecruits) we overtook on — a woman, who 
Iv: 
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ſeemed to be about thirty years old, or therea- 
»bouts, not very handſome, but well enough for a 
ſoldier. As we came up to her, ſhe mended her 
„pace, and falling into diſcourſe with our Ladies, 
„(for every man of the Pty namely, a ſerjeant, 
„two private men, and a drum, were provided 
„with their women, except myſelt,) ſ he continued 
to travel on with us. I, perceiving ſhe muſt fall 
„to my lot, advanced — to her, made love 
to her in our military way, and quickly ſuccee- 
ded to my wiſhes. We ſtruck a bargain within 
„a mile, and lived together as man and wife to her 
„dying day. — I ſuppoſe, fays Adams, inter- 
yrupting him, you were married with a licence; 
„for I don't ſee how you could contrive to have 
»the banns publiſhed while you were marching 
»from place to place, — No, Sir, faid the ped- 
„lar. we took a licence to go to bed together with- 
„out any banns. — Ay, ay, faid the parſon, 
ex neceſſitate, a licence may be allowable enough; 
»but ſurely, the other is the more regular and eli- 


; 4 way.” — The pedlar proceeded thus: 


he returned with me to our Regiment, and re- 


ymoved with us from quarters to quarters, till at 


vaſt, while we lay at Galloway, ſhe fell ill of a 
„fever, and died. When ſhe was on her death» 
»bed, ſhe called me to her, and, crying bitterly, 
„declared, ſhe could not depart this world without 
„diſcovering a ſecret to me, which ſhe ſaid was 
„the only fin which fat heavy on her heart. She 
„ſaid ſhe had formerly travelled in a company of 


»8ypſies, who had made a practice of ſtealing away 
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children; that for her own. part ſhe had been 
„only once guilty of the crime, which, ſhe faid, 
»{ he lamented more than all the reſt of her ſins, 
»lince probably it might have occaſioned the death 
„of the parents: for, added ſhe, it is almoſt im- 
poſſible to deſcribe the beauty of the young crea- 
„ture, which was about a year and a half old when 
„I kidnapped it. We kept her (for ſhe was a girl) 
„above two years in our company, when | fold 
„her myſelf for three guineas to Sir Thomas Booby 
„in Somerſetſhire. Now, you know whether the- 
„re are any more of that name in this county, — | 
„Ves, ſays Adams, there are ſeveral Booby's who 
„are Squires, but I believe no Baronet now alive; 
beſides, it anſwers fo exactly in every point, the- 
ure is no room for doubt; but you have forgot to 
„tell us the parents from whom the child was ſto- 
„len. — Their name, anſwered the pedlar, was 
„Audrems. They lived about thirty miles from 
„the ſquire; and ſhe told me, that I might be ſu - 

„re to find them out by one circumſtance; for 
they had a daughter of a very ſtrange name, Pa- 
uma or Pamela; ſome pronounced it one way, 
„and ſome the other.” Fanny, who had changed 
colours at the firſt mention of the name, now 
fainted away, Foſeph turned pale, and poor Di- 
cky began to roar; the parſon fell on his knees, 
and ejaculated many thankſgivings, that this diſco- 
very had been made before the dreadful fin of in- 
ceſt was committed, and the pedlar was ſtruck 


with amazement, not being able to account for all 
| Ov 
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this confuſion, the cauſe of which was preſently 
opened by the parſon's daughter, who was the 
only unconcerned perfon; (for the mother was 
chating Fanny's temples, and taking the utmoſt 
care of her;) and indeed Fanny was the only crea» 
ture whom the daughter would not have pitied in 
her ſituation; wherein, though we compaſſionate 
her ourſelves, we ſhall leave her for a little while, 


and pay a ſhort viſit to Lady Booby. 


CHAP. XIII. 


The hiſtory returning to the Lady Booby, 
gives ſome account of the terrible conflict 
in her breaſt between love and pride, 
with what happened on the preſent dis- 


covery. 


40 Lady fat down with her company to din- 
ner; but ate nothing. As ſoon as the cloth was re- 
moved, ſhe whiſpered Pamela that ſhe was taken 
a little ill, and deſired her to entertain her huſband 
and Beau Didapper. She then went up into her 
chamber, ſent for Slipſlop, threw herſelf on the 
bed, in the agonies of love, rage, and deſpair; nor 
could ſhe conceal theſe boiling paſſions longer, 
without burſting, Slipſlop now approached her 
bed, and aſked how her Ladyſhip did? but inſtead 
of revealing her diſorder, as ſhe intended, ſhe en- 
tered into a long encomium on the beauty and vir- 
tues of Foſeph Andrews: ending at laſt with ex- 
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preſſing her concern, that ſo much tenderneſs 
ſhould be thrown away on ſo deſpicable an object 
as Fanny, Slipſlop well knowing how to humour 
her miſtreſs's frenzy, proceeded to repeat, with 
exaggeration, if poſſible, all her miſtreſs had faid, 
and concluded with a wiſh that Foſeph had been a 
gentleman, and that ſhe could ſee her Lady in the 
arms of ſuch a huſband, The Lady then ſtarred 
from the bed, and taking a turn or two croſs the 
room, cried out with a deep ſigh: — „Sure he 
„would make any woman happy.” — Your La- 
dyſhip, „ſays ſhe, would be the happieſt woman 
»in the world with him, — A fig for cuſtom and 
nonſenſe. What vails what people ſay? Shall I 
„be afraid of eating ſweatmeats, becauſe people 
„may ſay I have a ſweet tooth? If I had a mind 
„to marry a man, all the world ſhould not hinder 
„me. Your Ladyſhip hath no parents to tutelar 
„your infetions; beſides, he is of your Ladyſ hip's 

y now, and as good a gentleman as any in 
„the country, and why ſhould not a woman fol- 
»low her mind as well as a man? Why ſhould not 
»your Ladyſ hip the brother, as well as 
»your nephew the filter? I am ſure, if it was a 
„Mragrant crime, I would not perſuade your La- 
»dyſhip to ir,” — „But, dear Slipſlop,” anſwered 
the Lady, „if I could prevail on myſelf to commit 
»ſuch a weakneſs, there is that curſed Fanny in 
„the way, whom the idiot — Oh how I hate 
„and deſpiſe him! — She! a little ugly mynx, 
cries S/ ipſlop, leave her to me. — I ſuppoſe 


»your Ladyſ hip hath heard of Foſeph's fitting with 
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„one of Mr. Didapper's ſervants about her; and 
„his maſter hath ordered them to carry her away 
, by force this evening. I'll take care they ſhall 
»not want aſſiſtance. I was walking with this gent- 
„leman, who was below, juſt when your Ladyſ hip 
yſent for me,” — „Go back,” fays the Lady 
» Booby, this inſtant; for I expect Mr. Didapper 
„will ſoon be going. Do all you can; for I am 
, reſolved this wench ſhall not be in our family. 
„l will endeavour to return to the company; but 
„let me know as ſoon as ſhe is carried off. Slip- 
ſtop went away; and her miſtreſs began to ar- 
raign her own conduct in the following manner: 


„What am] doing? How do I ſuffer this paſ- 
»ſion to creep imperceptibly upon me! How ma- 
wily days are paſt ſince I could have ſubmitted ro 
„aſk myſelf the queſtion? — Marry a footman! 
„diſtraction! Can I afterwards bear the eyes of my 
»acquaintance? Bur I can retire from them; reti- 
„re with one in whom I propoſe more happineſs 
„than the world without him can give me! Reti- 
,re—to feed continually on beauties, which my 
„inflamed imagination feen with eagerly gazing 
„on; to ſatisfy every appetite, every deſire with 
„their urmoſt wiſh. — Ha! and do I doat thus 
„on a footman! I deſpiſe, I dereſt my paſſion, — 
„Vet why? ls he not generous, gentle, kind? — 
„Kind to whom? to the meaneſt wretch, a creatu- 
„re below my conſideration, Doth he not? — 
„Ves, he doth prefer her: curſe his beauties, and 
„the little low heart that poſſeſſes them; which 
can baſely deſcend to this deſpicable wench, and 
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„be ungratefully deaf to all the honours I do him. 
„And can I then love this monſter? No, I will 
„tear his image from my boſom, tread on him, 
ſpurn him. 1 will have thoſe pitiful charms, which 
„now | deſpiſe, mangled in my fight; for I will 
not ſuffer the little jade I hate to riot in the beau- 
„ties | contemn. No, though I deſpiſe him my- 
ſelf; though I would ſpurn him from my feet, 
„was he to languiſh at them, no other i hould ta-. 


ſte the happineſs I ſcorn, Why dol ay happi . 


zneſs? To me it would be miſery, — To facri- 
gfice my reputation, my character, my rank in 
life, to the indulgence of a mean and a vile ap- 
petite. — How I deteſt the thought! How much 


„more exquiſite is the pleaſure reſulting from the 


reflection of virtue and prudence, than the faint 
vreliſ h of what flows from vice and folly? Whis 
„ther did 1 ſuffer this improper, this mad paſſion 
„to hurry me, only by negleCting to ſummon the 
„aids of reaſon to my aſſiſtance? Reaſon, which 
gbath now ſet before me my deſires in their pro- 
„per colours, and immediately helped me to expel 
„them. Yes, I thank Heaven and my pride, I 
yhave now 7 conquered this unworthy 
paſſion; and if there was no obſtacle in its way, 
„my yo would diſdain any pleaſures which 
could be the conſequence of ſo baſe, ſo mean, ſo 
„vulgar“ — Slipſlop returned at this inſtant in a 
violent hurry, and with the utmoſt eagerneſs cried 
out. — „O Madam, I have ſtrange news. Tom 
the footman is juſt come from the George; whes 
te, it ſeems, Foſeph and the reſt of them are a 


— 
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„jinketting; and he fays, there is a man who hath 
diſcovered, that Foſeph and Fanny are brother 
and ſiſter. — How, Slipſlop/” cries the Lady 
in a ſurpriſe, — ,,I had not time, Madam,” cries 
Slipſlop, „to enquire about particles, but Tom 


»lays, it is muſt certainly true. 


This unexpected account entirely obliterated 
all thoſe admirable reflections which the ſupreme 
power of reaſon had fo wiſely made juſt before. 
In ſhort, when deſpair, which- had more ſhare in 
producing the reſolutions of hatred we have feen 
taken, began to retreat, the Lady heſitated a mo- 
ment, and then forgetting all the purport of her 
ſoliloquy, di'miſſed her woman again, with orders 
to bid Tom attend her in the parlour, whither ſhe 
now haſtened to acquaint Pamela with the news. 
Pamela ſaid, ſhe could not believe it; for ſhe had 
never heard that her mother had loſt any child, or 
that ſhe had ever had any more than Foſeph and 
herſelf. The Lady flew into a violent rage with 
her, and talked of upſtarts, and diſowning rela- 
tions, who had ſo lately been on a level with her. 
Pamela made no aner; but her huſband, taking 
up her cauſe, ſeverely repimanded his aunt for her 
behaviour to his wife; he told her, if it had been 
earlier in the evening, ſ he ſhould not have ſtaid a 
moment longer in her houſe; that he was con- 
vinced, if this young woman could be proved her. 
ſiſter, ſhe would readily embrace her as ſuch, and 
he himſelf would do the fame: he then deſired the 
fellow might be ſent for, and the young woman. 

with him; which Lady Booby immediately ordered, 
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and thinking proper to make ſome apology to Pa- 
mela for what ſhe had faid, it was readily accep- 
ted, and all things reconciled. 


The pedlar now attended, as did Fanny and 
Foſeph, who would not quit her; the parſon like - 
wiſe was induced, not oy by curioſity, of which 
he had no ſmall portion, but his duty, as he ap- 
prehended ir, to follow them; for he continued all 
the way to exhort them, who were now breaking 
their hearts, to offer up thankſgivings, and be joy- 
ful for ſo miraculous an elcape. enn 


When they arrived at Booby · hall, they were 
preſently called into the parlour, where the pedlar 
repeated the ſame ſtory he had told before, and in- 
ſiſted on the truth of every citcumſtance; ſo that 
all who' heard him were extremely well ſatisfied of 
the truth; except Pamela, who imagined, as ſhe 
had never heard either of her parents -mention 
ſuch an accident, that it muſt be certainly falſe; 
and except the Lady Booby, who ſuſpected the 
falſehood of the ſtory from her ardent defire that 
it ſhould be true; and Foſeph, who feared its 
truth, from earneſt wiſhes that it might prove; 
falle. | 


Mr, Booby now defired them all to ſuſpend 
their curioſity, and abſolute belief or diſbeliet, till 
the next morning, when he expected old Mr. An- 
drews and his wife to fetch himſelf and Pamela 
home in his coach, and then they might be certain' 
of perfectly knowing the truth or falſehood of this 
relation; in which, he ſaid, as there were many 
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Nrong circumſtances to induce their credit, fo he 
could not perceive any intereſt the pedlar could 


have in inventing it, or in endeavouring to impo- 


ſe ſuch a falſehood on them. 


The Lady Booby, who was very little uſed te 
ſuch company, entertained them all, viz. her ne- 
phew , his wife, her brother and ſiſter, the beau 
and the parſon, with great good- humour at her 
own table. As to the pedlar, ſhe ordered him to 
be made as welcome as poſſible by her ſervants, 
All the company in the parlour, except the diſap- 

inted lovers, who fat ſullen and ſilent, were full 
of mirth; for Mr, Booby had prevailed on Feſeph 
to aſk Mr. Didapper's pardon; with which he was 
8 ſatisfied. Many jokes paſs d between the 
au and the parſon, chiefly on each other's dreſs; 
theſe affording much diverſion to the company. 
Pamela chid her brother Foſeph for the concern 
which he expreſſed at diſcovering a new ſiſter. She 
faid, if he loved Fanny as he ought, with a pure 
afﬀeQtion, he had no reaſon to lament being related 
to her, — Upon which Adams began to diſcour- 
fe on Platonic love; whence he made a quick 
tranſition to the joys in the next world; and con- 
cluded with ſtrongly aſſerting, that there was no 
ſuch thing as pleaſure in this. At which Pamela 
and her huſband ſmiled on one another.. 
This happy pair propoſing to retire (for no 
other perſon gave the leaſt ſymptom of deſiring 
reſt) they all repaired to ſeveral beds provided for 
them in the ſame houſe; nor was Adams _ 
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ſelf ſuffered ro go home, it being a ſtormy night, 
Fanny indeed often begged ſhe might go home 
with the parſon; but her ſtay was ſo ſtrongly in- 
ſiſted on, that ſhe at laſt, by Foſeph's advice, 
conſented, 


CHAP, XIV. 


Containing ſeveral curious night-adventures, 
in which Mr. Adams fell into many 
hair-breadth ſcapes, partly owing to his 
goodneſs, and partly to his inadvertency, 


Abou an hour after they had all ſeparated (ir 
being now paſt three in the morning,) Beau Di- 
dapper, whoſe paſſion for Fanny permitted him 
not to cloſe his eyes, but had employed his ĩmagi- 
nation in contrivances how to ſatisfy his deſires, at 
laſt hit on a method by which he hoped to effe& 
it, He had ordered his ſervant to bring him word 
where Fanny lay, and had received his informa- 
tion; he therefore aroſe, put on his breeches and 
night-gown, and ſtole ſoftly along the gallery 
which led to her apartment; and being come to 
the door, as he imagined it, he opened it with the 
leaſt noiſe poſlible, and entered the chamber. A 
ſavour now invaded his noſtrils which he did not 
expect in the room of ſo ſweet a young creature, 
and which might have probably had no good effe& 
on a cooler lover. However, he groped out the 
bed with difficulty; for there was not a glimple 
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of light, and opening the curtains, he whiſpered 
in Foſeph's voice: (for he was an excellent mimic,) 
» Fanny, my angel, I am come to inform thee that 
»[ have diſcovered the falſehood of the ſtory we laſt 
„night heard, I am no longer thy brother, but 
„thy lover; nor will I be delayed the enjoyment 
„of thee one moment longer. You have ſufficient 
aſſurances of my conſtancy not to doubt my mar- 
„tying you, and it would be want of love to deny 
„me the poſſeſſion of thy charms.” — So faying, 
he diſencumbered himſeif from the little clothes 
he had on, and leaping into the bed, embraced his 
angel, as he conceived her, with great rapture. 
If he was ſurpriſed at receiving no anſwer, he 
was no leſs pleaſed to find his hug returned with 
equal ardour. He remained not long in this ſweet 
confuſion; for both he and his paramour preſently 
diſcovered their error. Indeed it was no other 
than the accompliſhed Slipſlap whom he had en- 
gaged; butthough ſhe immediately knew the per- 
ſon whom ſhe had miſtaken for Foſeph, he was 
at a loſs to gueſs at the repreſentative of Fanny, 
He had ſo little ſeen or taken notice of this gent- 
lewoman, that light itſelf would have afforded him 
no aſſiſtance in his conjecture. Beau Didapper no 
ſooner had perceived his miſtake, than he attemp- 
red to eſcape from the bed with much greater ha« 
ſte than he had made to it; but the watchful Slip- 
ſlop prevented him, For that prudent woman 
being diſappointed of thoſe delicious offerings 
which her fancy had promiſed her pleaſure, reſol - 
ved to make an immediate facrifice to her virtue, 
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Indeed ſhe wanted an opportunity to heal ſome 
wounds which her late conduQ had, ſhe feared, 
given her reputation; and, as ſhe had a wonders 
tul preſence of mind, ſhe conceived the perſon 
of the unfortunate beau to be luckily thrown in 
her way to reſtore her Lady's opinion of her im- 

regnable chaſtity, At that inſtant therefore, when 
bs offered to leap fromthe bed, ſhe caught faſt hold 
of his ſhirt, at the ſame time roaring out: „O thou 
villain! thou haſt attacked my chaſtity, and, I be- 
„lieve, ruined me in my ſleep; I will ſwear a ra- 
„de againſt thee, I will proſecute thee with the ut- 
,moſt vengeance.” The beau attempted to get 
looſe, but ſhe held him faſt, and when he ſtrug- 
gled, ſhe cried out: ,,Murder! murder! rape! 
arobbery! ruin!” At which words parſon Adams, 
who lay in the next chamber, wakeful, and medi- 
rating on the pedlar's diſcovery, jumped out of bed, 
and, without ſtaying to put a rag of clothes on, ha- 
ſtened into the apartment whence the cries pro- 
ceeded. He made dire ly to the bed in the dark, 
where laying hold of the beau's ſ kin, (for Slipſlop 
had torn his ſhirt almoſt off,) and finding his ſkin 
extremely ſoft, and hearing him in a low voice 
begging Slipſlop to let him go, he no longer doub- 
ted but this was the young woman in danger of ra- 
viſhing, and immediately falling on the bed, and 
hying hold on Slipſlop's chin, where he found a 
rough beard, his belief was confirmed; he there- 
fore reſcued the beau, who preſently made his 
eſcape, and then turning towards Slip/lop, recei- 
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ved ſuch a cuff on his chops, that his wrath kind. 
ling inſtantly, he offered to return the favour fo 
ſtoutly, that, had poor Slipſlop received the fiſt, 
which in the dark paſt by her, and fell on the pil- 
low, ſhe would moſt probably have given up the 
ghoſt. — Adams, miſling his blow, fell directly 
on Slipſlop, who cuffed and ſcratched as well as 
ſhe could; nor was he behind-hand with her in 
his endeavours, but happily the darkneſs of the 
night befriended her. — She then cried ſhe was 
a woman; but Adams anſwered, ſhe was rather 
the devil, and if ſhe was, he would grapple with 
him; and being again irritated by another ſtroke 
on his chops, he gave her ſuch a remembrance in 
the guts, that ſhe began to roar loud enough to 
be heard all over the houſe. Adams then ſeizing 
her by the hair (for her double clout had fallen 
off in the ſcuffle,) pinned her head down to the 
bolſter, and then both called for lights together. 
The Lady Booby, who was as wakeful as any of 
her gueſts, had been alarmed from the beginning ; 
and being a woman of a bold ſpirit, ſhe ſlipt on a 
* night-gown, petticoat, and flippers, and taking a 
candle, which always burnt in her chamber, in her 
hand, ſhe walked undauntedly to Slipflop's room, 
where ſhe entered juſt at the inſtant as Adams 
had diſcovered by the two mountains which Slip- 
' ſlop carried before her, that he was concerned 
with a female. He then concluded her to be a 
witch, and faid he fancied thoſe breaſts gave ſuck 
to a legion of devils. Slipſlop ſeeing Lady Booby 
enter the room, cried: „Help! or I am raviſhed,” 
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with a moſt audible voice; and Adams perceiving 
the light, turned haſtily, and faw the Lady (as 1 he 
did him) juſt as the came to the feet of the bed: 
nor did her modeſty, when ſhe found the naked 
condition of Adams, ſuffer her to approach far- 
ther, — She then began to revile the parſon as 
the wickedeſt of all men, and particulary railed at 
his impudence in chuſing her houſe for the ſcene 
of his debaucheries, and her own woman for the 
object of his beſtiality, Poor Adams had before 
diſcovered the countenance of his bedtellow, and 
now firſt recolleQing he was naked, he was no leſs 
confounded than Lady Booby herſelf, and imme- 
diately whipt under the bed-clothes, whence the 
chaſte Slipſlop endeavoured in vain to ſ hut him 
out. Then putting forth his head, on which, by 
way of ornament, he wore a flannel night-cap, he 
proteſted his innocence, and aſked ten thouſand 
pardons of Mrs. Slipſlop for the blows he had 
ſtruck her, vowing he had miſtaken her for a witch, 
Lady Booby then caſting her eyes on the ground, 
obſerved ſomething ſparkle with great luſtre, which, 
when ſhe had taken it up, appeared to be a very 
fine pair of diamond buttons for the ſleeves. A 
little farther ſhe ſaw the ſleeve itſelf of a ſhirt 
with laced ruffles, ,,Hey-day! fays ſhe, what is 
„the meaning of this? — O, Madam, fays Slip- 
„ſtop, I don't know what hath happened, I have 
„been fo terrified. Here may have been a dozen 
„men in the room. To whom belongs this laced 
„ſhirt and jewels, fays the Lady. — Undoubted- 
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„ly cries the parſon, to the young gentleman 
„whom I miſtook for a woman on coming into 
„the room, whence proceeded all the ſubſequent 
«miſtakes; for if J had ſuſpected him for a man, I 
„would have ſeized him, had he been another Her- 
„cules, though he ſeems indeed rather to repreſent 
»Hylas.” He then gave an account of the reaſon 
of his riſing from bed, and the reſt, till the Lady 
came into the room; at which, and the figures of 
Slipſlop and her gallant, whoſe heads only were 
viſible at the oppoſite corners of the bed, ſhe 
could not refrain from laughter; nor did Slipſlop 
perliſt in accuſing the parſon of any motions to- 
wards a rape, The Lady therefore, deſiring him 
to return to his bed as ſoon as ſhe was departed, 
and then ordering Slipſlop to ariſe and attend her 
in her own room, ſhe returned herſelf thither. 
When ſhe was gone, Adams renewed his petitions 
for pardon to Mrs. Slipſlop, who, with a moſt Chri- 
Nian temper, not only forgave, but began to mo- 
ve with much — towards him, which he ta- 
king as a hint to be gone, immediately quitted the 
bed, and made the beſt of his way towards his 
own ; but unluckily, inſtead of turning to the right, 
he turned to the leſt, and went to the apartment 
where Fanny lay, who (as the reader may remem- 
ber) had not ſlept a wink the preceding night, 
and who was ſo hagged out with what had happe- 
ned to her in the day: that, notwithſtanding all 
thoughts of her Foſeph, ſhe was fallen into ſo pro- 
found a ſleep, that all the noiſe in the adjoining 
toom had not been able to diſturb her. Adams 
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groped out the bed, and turning the clothes down 
ſoftly, a cuſtom Mrs. Adams had long accuſtomed 
him to, crept in, and depoſited his carcaſe on the 
bed-poſt, a place which that good woman had al- 
ways afligned him. 


As the cat or lap-dog of ſome lovely nymph, for 
whom ten thouſand lovers languiſhzlies quietly by 
the ſide of the charming maid, and, ignorant of the 
ſcene of delight on which they repoſe, meditates 
the future capture of a mouſe, or ſurprifal of a pla- 
te of bread and butter; fo Adams lay by the fide 
of Fanny, ignorant of the paradiſe to which he was 
ſo near: nor could the emanation of ſweets which 
flowed from her breath, overpower the fumes of 
tobacco which played in the parſon's noſtrils. And 
now fleep had not overtaken the good man, 
when Foſeph, who had ſecretly appointed Fanny to 
come to her at the break of day, rapped ſoftly at 
the chamber-door, which, when he had repeated 
twice, Adams cry'd: , come in, whoever you are.“ 
Foſeph thought he had miſtaken the door, though 
ſhe had given him the moſt exact directions; ho- 
wever, knowing his friend's voice, he opened it, 
and faw ſome female veſtments lying in a chair. 
Fanny waking at the fame inſtant, and ſtretching 
out her hand on Adams's beard;iſhe cry'd out. — 
„O heavens! where am I? Bleſs me! where am 
„I?“ ſaid the parſon. Then Fanny fcream'd, 
Adams leapt out of bed, and Foſeph ſtood, as the 
Tragedians call ir, like the ſtatue of Surpriſe, „How 
„came [he into my room?” cried Adams. „How 
„ | 
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„eame you into hers?” cried Foſeph in an aſto- 
niſhment, „I know nothing of the matter, an- 
ſwered Adams, „but that the is a veſtal for me. 
„As | am a Chriſhan, I know not whether ſhe is 
„a man or woman. He is an infidel who dorh 
„not believe in whitchcraft, They as ſurely exilt 
„now as in the days of Saul. My clothes are be- 
„witched away too, and Fanny's brought into their 
„place.“ For he till. inſiſted he was in his own 
apartment; but Fanny denied it vehemently, and 
ſaid, his attempting to perſuade Foſeph of inch a 
falſehood, convinced her of his wicked deſign. 
„low! faid Foſeph in a rage, hath he offered 
„any rudeneſs ro you?” — She anſwered, ſhe 
could not accuſe him of any more than villainoufly 
ſealing to bed to her, which ſhe thought rudeneſs 
ſufficient, and what no man would do without a 
wicked intention. Foſeph's great opinion of Adams 
was not fo eaſily to be ſtaggered, and when he 
heard from Fanny, that no harm had happened, 
he grew a little cooler; yer ſtill he was contoun- 
ded, and as he knew the houſe, and that the wo- 
men's apartment were on this fide, Mrs. Slipſlop's 
room and the men's on the other, he was convin- 
ced that he was in Fanny's chamber. Aſſuring 
Adams therefore of this truth, he begged him to 
give ſome account how he came there, Adams 
then, ſtanding in his ſhirt, which did not offend 
Fanny, as the curtains of the bed were drawn, 
related all that had happened; and when he had 
ended, Joſeph told him, it was plain he had mi- 
ſtaken, by turning to the right inſtead of the left, 
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„Odſo! cries Adams, thats true, as ſure as ſix- 
»pence, you have hit on the very thing.” He 
then traverſed the room, rubbing his hands, and 
begged Fanny's pardon, aſſuring her he did not 
know whether ſhe was man or woman, That inno- 
cent creature firmly believing all he faid, told him 
ſhe was no longer angry, and begged Foſeph to 
conduct him into his own apartment, where 

ſhould ſtay himſelt till ſhe had put her clothes on. 
Foſeph and Adams accordingly departed, and the 
latter ſoon was convinced of the miſtake he had 
committed; however, whilſt he was dreſſing him- 
ſelf, he often aſſerted he believed in the power 


of witchcraft notwithſtanding, and did not ſee 
how a Chriſtian could deny it. 


CHAP. XV. 


The arrival of Gaffer and Gammer An- 
drews, with another perſon not much 
expected, and a perfedt ſolution of the 
difficulties raiſed by the pedlar. 


A. ſoon as Fanny was dreſs'd, Foſeph returned 
to her, and they had a long converſation together, 
the concluſion of which was, that if they found 
themſelves really to be brother and ſiſter, they 
vowed a perpetual celibacy, and to live together 
all their days, and indulge a Platonic friendſhip 
for each other, | 
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The company were all very merry at 'break- 
faſt, and Foſeph and Fanny rather more chearful 
than the preceding night. The Lady Booby pro- 
duced the diamond button, which the beau moſt 
readily owned, and alledged that he was very ſub- 
je& to walk in his ſleep. Indeed he was far from 
being aſhamed of his amour, and rather endea- 
voured to inſinuate, that more than was really true 
had paſs'd between him and the fair Slipſlop, 


Their tea was ſcarce over, when news came 
of the arrival of old Mr, Andrews and his wife, 
They were immediately introduced, and kindly 
received by the Lady Booby, whoſe heart went 
now pit-a-pat, as did thoſe of Foſeph and Fanny. 
They felt perhaps little leſs anxiety in this inter- 
val than Oedipus himſelf, whilſt his fate was re- 
vealing. | 
Mr. Booby firſt opened the cauſe, by infor- 
ming the old gentleman that he had a child in the 
company more than he knew of, and taking Fan- 
ny by the hand, told him this was that daughter 
of his who hail been ſtolen away by gypſies in 
her infancy. Mr, Andrews, after expreſſing ſo- 
me aſtoniſhment, aſſured his honour, that he had 
never loſt a daughter by gypſies, nor ever had 
any other children than Foſeph and Pamela, 
Theſe words were a cordial to the two lovers, 
but had a different effect on Lady Booby. She 
ordered the pedlar to be called, who recounted 
his ſtory as he had done before. — At the end 
of which old Mrs. Andrews running to Fanny, 
embraced her, crying out: „She is, ſhe is, my 
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;child.” The company were all amazed at this 
diſagreement between the man and his wife; and 
the blood had now forſaken the cheeks of the lo- 
vers, when the old woman turning to her huſband, 
who was more ſurpriſed than all the reſt, and ha- 
ving a little recovered her own ſpirits, delivered 
herſelf as follows. ,,You may remember, my, 
„Dear, when you went a ſerjeant to Gibraltar, 
„you left me big with child; you ſtaid abroad, 
»you know, upwards of three years, In your ab- 
ſence I was brought to bed, I verily believe, of 
„this daughter, whom I am ſure ] have reaſon 
„to remember, for I ſuckled her at this very breaſt 
will the day ſhe was ſtolen from me, One af. 
„ternoon, when the child was about a year, or a 
„year and half old, or thereabouts, two gypſy wo- 
„men came to the door, and offered to tell 

„fortune. One of them had a child in her lap: 
„l ſhewed them my hand, and deſired to know 
„if you was ever to come home again, which I 
yremember as well as if it was but yeſterday; they 
»faithfully promiſed me you ſhould. — I left 
„the girl in the cradle, and went to draw them a 
„cup of liquor, the beſt I had; when I returned 
„with the pot (I am ſure I was not abſent longer 
„than whilſt I am telling it to you) the women 
„were gone. I was afraid they had ſtolen ſome- 
„thing, and looked, and looked, but to no purpoſe, 
„and heaven knows I had very little for them to 
ſteal. At laſt, hearing the child cry in the cradle, 
„I went to take it up; — — but O the living! 


„how was I ſurpriſed to find, inſtead of my own 
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„girl that J had put in the cradle, who was as fine 
„a fut thriving child as you ſhall fee in a ſum- 
„mer's day, a poor ſickly boy, that did not ſeem 
„to have an hour to live. I ran out, pulling my 
„hair off and crying out like any mad after the 
„women, but never could hear a word of them 
„from that day to this. When I came back, the 
„poor infant (which is our Foſeph there, as ſtout 
„as he now ſtands) lifted up his eyes upon me fo 
„piteouſly, that to be ſure notwithſtanding my 
opaltion, I could not find in my heart to do it 
„any miſchief, A neighbour of mine happening 
„to come in at the ſame time, and hearing the 
;caſe, adviſed me to take care of this poor child, 
and God would perhaps one day reftore me my 
„own. Upon which I took the child up and ſuck- 
„led it, to be ſure, for all the world, as if it had 
„been of my own natural body, And as true as 
„Lam alive, in a little time I loved the boy all to 
„nothing as if it had been my own girl. — Well, 
„as I was ſaying, times growing very hard, I ha- 
avirg two children, and nothing but my own 
gwork, which was little enough, God knows, to 
„maintain them, was obliged to aſk relief of the 
„pariſh; but inſtead of giving it me, they remo- 
ved me, by juſtices warrants,” fifteen miles, to 
;,the place where I now live, where I had not 
„been long ſettled before you came home. Jo- 

eph (for that was the name I gave. him my- 
„ſelf the Lord knows whether he was baptized 


nor no, or by what name) F-ſeph, I fay, ſee- 


zmed to me to be about five years old when you 
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returned: for I believe he is two or three years 
„older than our daughter hete, (for I am tho- 
roughly convinced {he is the fame); and when 
„you ſaw him, you ſaid he was a chopping boy, 
„without ever minding his age; and ſo I ſeeing 
„you did not ſuſpe& any thing of the matter, 
„thought I might e'en as well keep it to myſelf, 
„ſor fear you ſhould not love him as well as J 
„did. And all this is veritably true, and I will 
„take my oath of it before any juſtice in the 
„Kingdom.“ 

The pedlar, who had been ſummoned by the 
order of Lady Booby, liſtened with the utmoſt at- 
tention to Gammer Andrews's ſtory, and when 
ſhe had finiſhed, aſked her if the ſuppoſititious 
child had no mark on its breaſt? To which ſhe 
anſwered: ,,Yes, he had as fine a ſtrawberry as 
„ever grew in a garden.” This Foſeph acknow- 
ledged, and, unbuttoning his coat at the interceſ- 
ſion of the company, ſhewed to them. „Well.“ 
ſays Gaffer Andrews, who was a comical ſly old 
fellow, and very likely deſired to have no more 
children than he could keep, ,,you have proved, 
„LI think, very plainly, that this boy doth not be- 
„long to us; but how are you cettain that the girl 
»is ours?” The parſon then brought the pedlar 
forward, and deſired him to repeat the ſtory 
which he had communicated to him the prece- 
ding day at the alehouſe; which he complied with, 
and related what the reader, as well as Mr. dams, 
hath ſeen before. He then confirmed, from his 
wife's report, all the circumſtances of the exchan- 
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ge, and of the ſtrawberry on Foſeph's breaſt, At 
the repetition of the word Srrawberry, Adams, 
who had ſeen it without any emotion, ſtarted, and 
cried: „Bleſs me! ſomething comes into my 
„head.“ But before he had time to bring any 
thing out, a ſervant called him forth, When he 
was gone, the pedlar aſſured Foſeph, that his pa- 
rents were perſons of much greater circumſtan- 
ces than thoſe he had hitherto miſtaken for ſuch ; 
for that he had been ſtolen from a gentleman's 
houſe, by thoſe whom they call gypſies, and had 
been kept by them during a whole year, when 
looking on him as in a dying condition, they had 
exchanged him for the other healthier child, in 
the manner before related. He ſaid, as to the 
name of his father, his wife had either never 
known or forgot it; but that ſhe had acquainted 
him he lived about forty miles from the place 
where the exchange bad been made, and which 
way, promiſing to ſpare no pains in endeavou- 
ring with him to diſcover the place. 


But fortune, which ſeldom doth good or ill, 
or makes men happy or miſerable by halves, re- 
ſolved to ſpare him this labour. The reader may 
pleaſe to recollect, that Mr. Wilſon had intended 
a journey to the Weſt, in which he was to paſs 
through Mr. Adams's pariſh, and had promiſed 
to call on him. He was now arrived at the La- 
dy Booby's gates for that purpoſe, being directed 
thither from the patſon's houſe, and had ſent in 
the ſervant whom we have above ſeen call Mr. 


Adams forth. This had no ſooner mentioned the 
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diſcovery of a ſtolen child, and had uttered the 
word Strawberry, than Mr. Wilſon, with wild 
neſs in his looks, and the urmoſt eagerneſs in his 
words, begged to be ſhewed into the room, whe- 
re he entered without the leaſt regard to any of 
the company but Joſeph, and embracing him with 
a complexion all pale and trembling, deſired to 
ſee the mark on his breaſt; the parſon followed 
him capering, rubbing his hands, and crying out: 
Hic eſt * queris; inventus eſt, Sc. Foſeph 
complied with the requeſt of Mr, Filſon, who 
no ſooner ſa the mark, than abandoning himſelt 
to the moſt extravagant rapture of paſſion, he em- 
braced Joſeph with inexpreſſible ecſtaſy, and cried 
out in tears of joy: „I have diſcovered my ſon, I 
»have him again in my arms!” Foſeph was not 
ſufficiently appriſed yer, to taſte the ſame delight 
with his father, (for ſo in reality he was): how- 


ever he returned ſome warmth to his embraces: 


but he no ſooner perceived, from his father's ac- 
count, the agreement of every circumſtance, of 
rſon, time, and place, than he. drew himſelf ar 
is feet, and embracing his knees, with tears beg- 
ged his bleſſing, which was given with much af- 
fection, and received with ſuch reſpect, mixed 
with ſuch tenderneſs on both ſides, that it affe- 
Qed all preſent; but none ſo much as Lady Boo- 
by, who left the room in an agony, which was 
but too much perceived, and not very charitably 
accounted for by ſome of the company, 
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CHAP, XVI. 


Being the laſt, In which this true hiſtory 
is brought to a happy concluſion. _ 


Fes was very little behind her Joſepl, in the 
duty ſhe expreſſed towards her parents, and the 
joy ſhe evidenced in diſcovering them. Gammer 
Andrews kiſſed; her, and faid ſhe was heartily glad 
to ſee her: but for her part ſhe could never love 
any one better than Joſeph. Gaffer Andrews te- 
ſtiied no remarkable emotion; he bleſſed and 
kiſſed her, but complained bitterly, that he wan- 
ted his pipe, not having had a whiff that mor- 
ning, 
Mr. Booby, who knew nothing of his aunt's 
fondneſs imputed her abrupt departure to her 
pride, and diſdain of the family into which he 
was married: he was therefore deſirous to be go- 
ne with the utmoſt celerity: and now, having 
congratulated Mr. Filſon and Foſ-ph on the dis- 
covery, he ſaluted Fanny, . called her ſiſter, and 
introduced her as ſuch to Pamela, who behaved 
with great decency on the occaſion. 

He now ſent a meſſage to his aunt, who re- 
turned, that ſhe wiſhed him a good journey; 
but was too diſordered to ſee any company; he 
therefore prepared to ſet out, having invited Mr, 
Wilſon to his houſe; and Pamela and Foſep 
both ſo inſiſted on his complying; that he at la 


conſented, having firſt obtained a meſſenger from 
Mr. 


Es — 


"JOSEPH ANDREWS. 233 


Mr. Booby, to acquaint his wife with the news; 
which, as he knew it would render her comple. 
tely happy, he could not prevail on himſelf to de- 
lay a moment in acquainting her with, 


The company were ranged in this manner, 
The two old people, with their two daughters, 
rode in the coach; the Squire, Mr, Hilſon, Jo- 


ſeph, Parſon Adams, and the pedlar proceeded on 


horſeback, 


In their way Foſeph informed his father of 
his intended match with Fanny ; to which, though 
he expreſſed ſome reluQance at firſt, on the ea- 

ernels of his ſon's inſtances he conſented, faying, 
if ſhe was ſo good a creature as ſhe appeared, 
and he deſcribed her, he thought the diſadvanta- 

es of birth and fortune might be compenſated, 
He, however, inſiſted on the match being defer- 
red till he had ſeen, his mother; in which Joſeph 
-perceiving him poſitive, with great duty obeyed 
him, to the great delight of Parſon Adams, who, 
by theſe means, ſaw an opportunity of fulfilling 
the church forms, and marrying his pariſhioners 
without a licence. 7 


Mr. Adams, greatly exulting on this occaſion, 
(for fuch ceremonies were matrers of no ſmall 
moment with him), accidentally gave ſpurs to his 
horſe, which the generous beaſt diſdaining, for 
he was of high mettle, and had been uſed to mo- 
re expert riders than the gentleman who at pte · 
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ſent beſtrode him, for whoſe horſemanſ hip he had, 

rhaps, ſome contempt, immediately ran away 
fall ſpeed, and played fo many antic tricks, that 
he tumbled the parſon from his back; which Jo- 
ſeph perceiving, came to his relief, This acci- 
dent afforded infinite merriment to the ſervants, 
and no leſs frighted poor Fanny, who beheld him 
as he paſſed by the coach; but the mirth of the 
one and terror of the other were ſoon determi- 


ned, when the parſon declared he had received 
no damage. 


The horſe having freed himſelf from his un- 
worthy rider, as he probably thought him, pro- 
ceeded to make the beſt of his way; but was 
ſtopped by a gentleman and his ſervants who we- 
re travelling the oppoſite- way, and were now at 
a little diſtance from the coach. They ſoon met; 
and as one of the ſervants delivered Adams his 
horſe, his maſter hailed him, and Adams looking 
up, preſently recolleded he was the juſtice of 
peace, before whom he and Fanny had made their 
appearance. The parſon preſently ſaluted him 
very kindly; and the juſtice informed him, that 
he had found the fellow who attempted to ſwear 
againſt him and the young woman the very next 
day, and had committed him to Saliſbury gaol, 
where he was charged with many robberies. 


Many compliments having paſſed between 
the parſon and the juſtice, the latter proceeded 
on his journey, and the former having, with ſo- 


me diſdain, refuſed Foſephs's offer of changing 
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horſes, and declared he was as able a horſeman 
as any in the kingdom, remounted his beaſt; and 
now the company again proceeded, and happily 
arrived at their journey's end, Mr, Adams, by 
good luck rather than by good riding, eſcaping a 
ſecond fall. 


The company arriving at Mr. Booby's houſe, 
were all received by him in the moſt courteous, 
and entertained in the moſt ſplendid manner, af- 
ter the cuſtom of the old Engliſh hoſpitality, 
which is ſtill preſerved in ſome very few fami- 
lies in the remote parts of England. They all 
paſſed that day with the utmoſt fatisfattion; it 
being, peihaps, impoſſible to find any ſet of peo- 
ple more ſolidly and ſincerely happy. Foſeph 
and Fanny found means to be alone upwards of 
two hours, which were the ſhorteſt, but the 


ſweeteſt imaginable, 
In the morning, Mr. Wilſon propoſed to his 


ſon to make a viſit with him to his mother; 
which, notwichſtanding his dutiful inclinations, 
and a longing deſire he had to fee her, a little 
concerned him, as he muſt be obliged to leave 
his Fanny: but the goodneſs of Mr. Booby relie- 
ved him; for he propoſed to ſend his own coach 
and ſix for Mrs, Wilſon, whom Pamela fo ve- 
ry earneſtly invited, that Mr. Wilſon at length 
agreed with the entreaties of Mr. Booby and 
| Joſeph, and ſuffered the coach to go empty for 


his wife. | = 


Qi 


236 THE ADVENTURES OF 


On Saturday night the coach returned with 
Mrs. Wilſou, who added one more to this happy 
aſſembly. The reader may imagine, much bet- 
ter and quicker too than I can deſcribe, the ma- 
ny embraces and tears of joy which ſucceeded her 
arrival, It is ſufficient to ſay, ſhe was eaſily pre- 
vailed with to follow ber huſband's example, in 
conſenting ro the match. 


On Sunday Mr. Adams performed the ſervi- 
ce at the Squire's pariſh church, the curate of 
which very kindly exchanged duty, and rode 
twenty miles to the Lady Buoby's pariſh fo to do; 
being particularly charged not to omit publiſhing 
the banns, being the third and laſt time. 


At length the happy day arrived, which was 
to put Jeſeph in the poſſeſſion of all his wil hes. 
He aroſe and dreſſed himſelf in a neat, but plain 
ſuir of Mr. Booby's, which exactly fined him; 
for he refuſed all fivery; as did Fanny likewiſe, 
who could not be prevailed on by Pamela to attire 
herſelf in nothing richer than a white dimity 
night-gown. Her ſhift, indeed, which Pamela 
preſented her, was of the fineſt kind, and had an 
edging of lace round the boſom; 1he likewiſe 
equipped her with a pair of fine white thread-ſto- 
ckings, which were all ſhe would accept; for 
ſhe wore one of her own ſhort round-eared caps, 
and over it a little ſtraw - hat, lined with cher 

coloured ribbon. In this dreſs ſhe came forth 
from her chamber, bluſ hing and breathing ſweers ; 
and was by Foſeph, whoſe eyes ſparkled fire, led 
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fo the church, the whole family attending, where 
Mr, Adams performed the ceremony; at which 
nothing was ſo remarkable, as the extraordinary 
and unaffected modeſty of Fanny, unleſs the true 
Chriſtian piety of Adams, who publickly rebuked 
Mr. Booby and Pamela for laughing in fo ſacred 
a place, and on ſo folemn an occaſion, Our par- 
ſon would have done no leſs to the higheſt prin- 
ce on earth: for though he paid all ſubmiſſion 
and deference to his ſuperiors in other matters, 
where the leaſt ſpice of religion intervened, he 
immediately loſt all reſpect of perſons. It was 
his maxim, that he was a ſervant of the Higheft, 
and could not, without departing from his duty, 
give up the leaſt article of his honour, or of his 
cauſe, to the greateſt earthly potentate. Indeed 
he always aſſerted, that Mr. Adams at church, 
with his furplice on, and Mr. Adams without 
that ornament, in any other place, were two ve» 
ry different perſons, 


When the church rites were over, Joſepk 
led his blooming bride back to Mr. Booby's, (for 
the diſtance was fo very little, they did not think 
proper to uſe a coach); the whole company at- 
tended them likewiſe on foot; and now a moſt 
magnificent entertainment was provided, at which 
Parſon Adams demonſtrated an appetite ſurpri- 
ſing, as well as ſurpaſſing every one preſent: in- 
deed the only perſons who betrayed any deficien- 
cy on this occalion, were thoſe on whoſe ac · 


Q ij 


238 THE ADVENTURES OF 
count the feaſt was provided. They pampered 


theic imaginations with the much more exquiſite 


repaſt which the approach of night promiſed 


them; the thoughts of which filled both their 
minds, though with different ſenfations; the one 
all deſire, while the other had her wiſhes tempe- 


red with fears. 


At length, after a day paſſed with the utmoſt 
merriment, corrected by the ſtricteſt decency; 
in which, however, Parſon Adams, being well 
filled with ale and pudding, had given a looſe to 
more facetiouſneſs than was uſual to him; the 
happy, the bleſſed moment arrived when Fanny 
retired with her mother, her mother-in-law, and 
her ſiſter, She was ſoon undreſſed; for ſhe had 
no jewels to depoſit in their caſkets, nor fine la- 
ces to fold with the niceſt exactneſs. Undreſſipg 
to her was properly diſcovering, not putting off 
ornaments: for as all her charms were the gifts 
of nature, ſhe could diveſt herſelf of none. How, 
reader, ſhall I give thee an adequate idea of this 
lovely young creature: the bloom of roſes and li- 
lies migh a little illuſtrate her complexion, or 
their ſmell her ſweetneſs; but to comprehend her 
intirely, conceive youth, health, bloom, neat- 
neſs, and innocence, in her bridal bed; con- 
ceive all theſe in their utmoſt perfection, and you 
may place the charming Fanny's picture before 


your eyes. | 
Joſeph no ſooner heard ſhe was in bed, than 
he fled with the utmoſt eagerneſs to her. A mi- 
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nute carried him into her arms, where we ſhall 
leave this happy couple to enjoy the private re- 
wards ot their conſtancy; rewards fo great and 
ſweet, that | apprehend Foſeph neither envied 
the nobleſt Duke, nor Fanny the fineſt Dutcheſs 
that night. | 


The third day, Mr, Wilſon and his wife, with 
their ſon and daughter, returned home; where 
they now life together in a ſtate of bliſs ſcarce ever 
equalled. Mr. Booby hath, with unprecedented 
generoſity, given Fanny a fortune of two thou- 
fand pounds, which Joſeph hath laid out in a litt- 
le eſtate in the ſame pariſh with his father, which 
he now occupies, (his father baving ſtocked it for 
him); and Fanny prefides with moſt excellent 
management in his dairy: where, however, ſhe 
is not at preſent very able to buſtle much, being, 
as Mr. Wilfon informs me in his laſt letter, ex- 
tremely big with her firſt child, 


Mr. Booby bath preſented Mr. Adams with a 
living of one hundred and thirty pounds a year, 
He at firſt refuſed it, reſolving not to quit his 
riſhioners, with whom he had lived fo long; but 
on recolleting he might keep a curate at this li- 
ving, he hath been lately indutted into it, 


The pedlar, beſides ſeveral handſome preſents 
both from Mr. Vilſon and Mr. Booby, is, by the 
latter's intereſt, made an exciſeman; a truſt which 
he diſcharges with ſuch juſtice, that he is greatly 
beloved in his neighbourhood, 
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As for the Lady Booby, ſhe returned to Lom 
don in a few days, where a young captain of dra- 
goons, together with eternal parties at cards, ſoon | 


obliterated the memory of Foſeph. 


© Foſeph remains bleſſed with his Fanny, whom 
he doats on with the utmoſt tenderneſs, which is 
all returned on her ſide. The happineſs of this 
couple is a perpetual fountain of pleaſure to their 
fond parents; and what is particularly remarkable, 
he declares he will imitate them in their retire- 
ment; nor will be prevailed on by any bookſel- 


lers, or their authors, to make his appearance in 
high life. 


THR E N D. 
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